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At  Fishers  Island  Farm. 

One's  first  thought  as  the  steamer  approaches 
the  wharf  at  Fishers  Island,  after  crossing  the 
five  or  six  miles  of  water  that  separates  it 
from  New  London,  is  that  it  wouldn't  be  an 
easy  place  to  get  away  from  ;  but,  by  the  time 
one  has  been  there  a  day  he  doesn't  care  if  he 
doesn't  get  away ;  he  comes  to  think  it  would 
be  a  pretty  comfortable  place  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in.  If  he  is  a  hen  man 
he  will  recall  that  the  Standard  revision  com- 
mittee was  hospitably  invited  to  hold  its  meet- 
ings here  last  summer,  with  the  splendid 
object  lesson  of  the  well  equipped  poultry 
plant  over  which  the  genial  Mr.  Crangle  pre- 
sides, to  refer  to  in  case  of  disputes  as  to 
Barrecl  Rock  color,  etc.,  and  he  will  mentally 
envy  those  Standard  revision  committee  fel- 
lows, and  will  say  to  himself,  "  What  a  jolly 
good  time  that  committee  must  have  had!" 
The  island  is  completely  surrounded  by  water, 
and  there  are  many  ponds  beside ;  certainly 
there  was  no  need  of  their  being  "thirsty" 
for  any  great  length  of  time. 

A  half  mile  drive  on  a  rattling  buckboard 
brought  us  to  the  poultry  plant,  and  we 
receive  Mr.  Crangle's  cordial  welcome  with 
an  invitation  to  walk  into  the  office  and  "make 
yourself  at  home."'  Back  of  the  office  is  the 
incubator  room  :  in  fact  one  passes  through 
the  office  in  getting  into  the  incubator  room, 
and  we  plunged  into  "chicken  talk"  directly 
we  had  passed  that  door.  It  is  a  large  room, 
about  25  x  40  feet,  ceiled  iuside  the  walls  and 
beneath  the  collar  beams  with  matched  Georgia 
pine,  and  lighted  by  three  oblong  windows  on 
each  side;  these  windows  are  hinged  at 
bottom  and  are  opened  a  little  (or  fully)  as 
ventilation  requires.  Noting  that  some  water 
had  been  sprinkled  oyer  the  floor,  we  asked  if 
that  was  essential.  Mr.  Crangle  said,"  some- 
times, when  a  drying  wind  is  blowing,  but  we 
do  it  only  when  hatching  late  in  the  season 
aud  it  is  very  dry." 

There  were  quite  a  variety  of  incubators. 
Three  GOO-egg  "  Monarchs,"  with  a  little  one 
to  use  as  a  tender,  four  400-egg  "  Pinelands," 
two  300-egg  "  Prairie  States,"  and  one  320-egg 
S  Cyphers ;"  but  fully  half  of  them  were  "  out 
of  commission  "  at  the  time  of  our  visit;  "we 
arc  almost  done  hatching  for  this  year,"  said 
Sir.  Crangle.  One  of  the  incubators  is  kept 
running  for  the  purpose  of  putting  any  eggs 
in  that  have  been  abandoned  by  a  sitting  hen. 
Late  in  the  season  many  of  the  breeding  birds 
are  allowed  to  sit  if  they  become  broody,  to 
give  them  a  rest  from  laying,  and  if  anything 
happens  so  that  one  deserts  the  nest,  the  eggs 
can  be  transferred  to  the  incubator,  and  the 
clutch  of  eggs  not  lost. 

Crossing  to  the  long  brooder  house,  we 
found  our  old  friend  Dolan,  of  White  P.  Rock 
fame,  and  sometime  at  the  Pollard  Poultry 
Kami,  attending  to  the  wants  of  a  swarm  of 
youngsters.  The  term,  long  brooder  house, 
fitly  applies  here,  its  total  length  being  320 
feet,  although  its  generous  width,  20  feet, 
makes  it  look  less  "  long  and  narrow  "  than 
some.  This  brooderhou.se  has  a  cement  floor 
throughout,  and  is  ceiled  inside  the  studding 
aud  beneath  the  collar  beams  with  matched 
Georgia  pine,  making  it  doubled  walled 
throughout.  There  are  twelve  "star"  ventila- 
tors distributed  at  regular  intervals  along  the 
apex  of  the  double  pitched  roof,  and  trap 
doors  open  through  the  ceiling  over  the  walk, 
entirely  away  from  (back  of)  the  pens;  open- 
iug  those  trap  door  ventilators  to  the  open 
space  between  the  ceiling  and  roof  gives  a 
gentle  up-draught,  and  ventilates  the  building 
excellently. 


A  walk  four  feet  wide  extends  the  entire 
length  of  the  house.  The  pens  of  the  first 
half  are  unusually  large,  10  x  10  feet,  and  each 
is  occupied  by  a  "  Peep-o'-Day  "  brooder.  A 
large  "  Hitchiugs"  hot  water  heater  is  set  iu  a 
pit  in  the  center  of  the  house,  with  a  set,  of 
flow  and  return  pipes  within  the  usual  hovers 
in  the  west  end  only,  a  bank  of  pipes  extend- 
ing along  the  wall  at  the  back  of  the  walk  in 
both  sections  of  the  house.  Here  is  a  brooder 
house  with  ample  heating  capacity  for  any 
weather;  no  matter  how  low  the  temperature 
ranges,  Mr.  Crangle  said,  he  "  could  turn  in  at 
bed  time  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  tempera- 
ture in  that  brooder  house  wouldn't  drop  two 
degrees  through  the  night."  This  is  in  marked 
contrast  with  many  brooder  houses  that  we 
have  seen,  where,  to  save  a  dollar  or  two,  the 
owner  had  pat  in  a  too  small  heater,  or  too 
small  pipes,  and  when  the  zero  nights  came 
found  he  couldn't  keep  up  his  temperature. 
It  pays  well,  sometimes,  to  expend  that 
additional  dollar  or  two;  it  is  false  economy 
to  be  too  saving. 

Mr.  Crangle  uses  the  double  system  of 
brooding,  for  the  good  and  sufficient  reason 
that  it  gives  him  the  best  results.  He  puts 
his  chickeus  and  ducklings  into  the  "  Peep-o'- 
Day"  brooders  for  the  first  week  or  ten  days, 


then  moves  them  on  to  the  hover  pens  in  the 
other  half  of  the  brooder  house,  and  that 
system  of  handling  chicks  gives  him  better 
results  with  fewer  losses  than  brooding  them 
throughout  in  the  "  Peep-o'-Days,"  or  putting 
them  at  once  into  pens  and  hovers ;  the  "  Peep- 
o'-Days"  are  used  as  nurseries. 

Asked  how  many  youngsters  he  had  out, 
Mr.  Crangle  replied,  "About  four  thousand, 
—  of  all  kinds,"  but  that  "  all  kinds  "  covers  a 
wide  range  of  land  and  water  fowl.  Barred, 
White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks,  White 
Wyaudottes,  Indian  Games,  Bronze  turkeys, 
Pekin,  Wild  Mallard  and  Wild  Black  ducks, 
African  and  Wild  geese,  pigeons,  pheasants, 
quail  and  Belgian  hares  makes  quite  a  list; 
and  when  one  considers  the  individual  pecul- 
iarities of  those  various  breeds  and  species  he 
will  realize  that  it  is  a  wide  range,  aud  that  to 
breed  and  handle  all  of  them  successfully 
means  an  immense  amount  of  study  and 
observation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crangle.  We 
sailed  away  from  Fishers  Island  with  a  firm 
conviction  that  Fred  Crangle  is  "long"  on 
breeding  experience. 

The  poultry  plant  at  Fishers  Island  Farm  is 
scattered  over  a  large  tract,  about  sixty  acres 
of  it  being  enclosed  with  wire  netting  fence 
four  feet  high.    There  is  one  long  poultry 


house  150  x  20  feet,  divided  into  a  four  feet 
wide  walk  and  pens  12x10;  this  house  has 
concrete  floor  throughout,  and  is  ceiled  back 
and  front  with  Georgia  pine,  matched.  Yards 
98  feet  long  extend  south  from  the  pens  in 
this  house.  Here  were  the  Barred  T .  Rocks 
of  which  Mr.  Crangle  is  justly  so  proud,  and 
the  old  cock  bird,  "Jsew  York  Winner," 
heads  the  first  pen  of  Barred  Rocks  in  this 
house,  two  of  his  sons  (cockerel  breeders) 
heading  the  second  aud  third  pens.  There 
were  other  grand  male  birds  there,  and  "we 
raised  every  one  of  the  twelve  excepting  one," 
said  Mr.  Crangle.  We  were  surprised  to  see 
that  choice  clover  hay  was  being  used  for 
scratching  material  in  the  pens,  but  this  was 
explained  by  their  being  "long"  on  clover 
hay  aud  "short"  on  straw.  The  clover  is 
used  by  the  hens  for  ten  days  to  two  weeks, 
then  taken  out  and  used  for  bedding  the  breed- 
ing ducks,  a  fresh  supply  going  into  the  pens 
of  breeding  hens. 

A  good  deal  of  the  breeding  stock  is  put  out 
in  colony  plan  houses,  each  having  a  scratch- 
ing shed  attached,  and  these  colony  houses 
are  widely  scattered  about  the  sixty  acre 
enclosure,  some  indeed  being  outside  of  it — 
pens  of  superb  White  P.  Rocks  and  Indian 
Games  being  especially  noteworthy.   A  little 
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further  along  i»  the  pbea*antry,  where  the 
breeding  pheasant*  are  closely  confined  during 
the  breeding  season.  In  a  three  or  four  acre 
grans  field  outside  were  a  score  of  families  of 
pheasant  chicks ;  the  grass  had  been  cut  off  of 
part  of  this  plot,  and  left  standing  (to  give 
the  chicks  cover;  on  the  remainder.  It  was 
most  Interesting  to  watch  the  little  things  dart 
In  and  out  of  the  sheltered  spot*. 

Near  the  center  of  the  sixty  acre  poultry 
tract  was  the  aviary,  where  were  some  four 
hundred  and  fifty  pigeons  kept  for  squab 
breeding.  A  little  further  along,  near  the 
edge  of  a  fre-h  water  pond  of  perhaps  half  a 
dozen  acres,  were  the  pens  of  wild  water 
fowl,  and  a  wonderfully  line  family  of  African 
geese,  the  best  birds  of  that  variety  we  Rave 
ever  seen.  A  pair  of  pure  wild  geese,  with 
their  family  of  four  young,  hail  a  yard  by 
themselves  and  were  an  interesting  study. 
Mr.  Crangle  Bald  they  were  "  lassoed"  on  the 
pond,  arid  that  it  was  not  at  all  an  easy  matter 
to  rapture  them,  great  care  having  to  be  taken 
that  the  gander  doesn't  get  a  chance  to  strike 
you  a  blow  with  his  powerful  wing.  Ong  of 
his  men  was  lamed  for  three  weeks  by  such  a 
blow,  lie  Raid  wild  geese  eggR  were  almost 
Invariably  all  fertile,  and  all  hatched.  lie 
raises  about  three  hundred  wild  dUcks, 
Blacks  and  Mallards,  which  are  sold  to  game 
clubs  for  decoys.  Of  course  they  fetch  good 
prices  because  of  the  great  difficulty  of  hatch- 
ing and  raising  them  In  confinement,  and 
because  a  pair  will  produce  so  few.  Wild 
Mallards  will  lay  fifty  to  sixty  eggs  apiece, 
but  wild  Blacks  lay  usually  but  one  litter  of 
twelve  eggs.  These  wild  fowl  all  sit  on  their 
own  eggs,  ami  mother  their  young.  The 
method  of  keeping  them  in  confinement  is 
clipping  off  the  first  joint  of  one  wing  as  soon 
as  hatched,  which  applies  equally  to  the 
pheasants  raised  for  breeding.  Of  the  latter 
Mr.  Crangle  said  they  had  orders  already  for 
all  they  could  spare  this  year,  and  had  had  a 
big  trade  in  eggs,  having  had  to  return  many 
orders  notwithstanding  that  they  had  about 
forty  breeders. 

The  turkey  department  was  a  most  interest- 
ing study.   There  were  not  many  turkeys, 
old  or  young,  visible  to  the  eye,  almost  all  the 
hen  turkeys  being  engaged  in  sitting,  in  nests 
hid  away  in  the  tangled  bush  which  spread 
over  the  hillsides,  or  else  mothering  their 
poults  away  down  on  the  pastures  to  tin  cast- 
ward.fouror  five  miles  away.    Mr.  Crangle 
hafl  had  paths  cut  through  the  bushes  where 
the  nests  are  likely  to  be,  and  when  a  nest  is 
located  a  small  painted  stake  is  set  near  to 
mark  the  spot.   The  eggs  are  collected  every 
day  till  the  hen  wants  to  sit,  then  she  is  given 
a  clutch  of  fifteen  to  eighteen  eggs.  The 
young  turkeys  arc  quite  tender  at  first,  and 
have  to  be  fed  and  cared  for  regularly,  but 
when  they  are  a  month  old,  or  thereabouts, 
the  family  is  moved  away  oil'  to  the  wild  and 
pasture  land  at  the  east  end.    A  man  visits 
these  families  two  or  three  times  a  week,  to 
see  that  they  are  all  right  ami  give  them  each 
a  handful  of  grain    half  the  time  they  don't 
eat  it  — as  much  to  keep  them  from  becoming 
Irreclaimably  wild  as  anything,  and  they  grow 
ami  thrive  there,  feeding  on  berries,  grass- 
hoppers, etc.,  till  it  is  time  to  gather  them  up, 
in  October.    The  gathering  up  is  by  "turkey 
drives,"  by  three  or  four  men  on  horseback, 
gathering  some  seventy-live  to  one  hundred 
together  ami  dm  ing  them  to  a  '•  house  trap  " 
on  one  of  the  east  farms.    Mr.  Crangle  told 
us  the  turkey  droves  traveled  in  V  shaped 
Hocks,  just  as  wild  geese  fly,  and  it  cannot  bo 
an  easy  job  to  "  round  up  "  and  drive  one  of 
those  large  flocks  of  almost  wild  turkeys. 
Mr.  Crangle  told  us  they  had  a  tremendous 
call  for  turkey  eggs  this  year,  and  that  he  hwl 
returned  many  orders  which  he  eohld  not  fill. 
This  is  chietly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  well 
known  excellence  of  their  stock,  the  birds 
they  have  exhibited  at  Boston  and  New  York 
being  the  l>est  possible,  and  extremely  difficult 
to  outclass.    Mr.  Crangle  thinks  some  of  the 
rush  of  orders  Is  due  to  there  being  so  few 
now  advertising  turkeys.    He  told  us  of  one 
order  for  a  hundred  turk>  \  eggs  which  he 
returned  with  the  explanation  that  he  had  so 
many  orders  booked  he  couldn't  till  it  till  very 
late  ;  the  customer  sent  it  back  with  instruc- 
tions to  fill  it  in  turn.    After  waiting  four  or 
five  weeks,  ami  seeing  that  it  couldn't  possibly 
be  filled  this  season  he  sent  It  back  again,  only 
to  have  it  sent  to  him  a  third  time  with  the 
order,  "All  right,  put  it  on  the  books  for  next 


year,  if  you  can't  till  it  this.".  Evidently  that 
party  intends  to  have  Fishers  Island  Farm 
turkeys  sometime. 

Mr.  Crangle  told  us  they  had  bail  a  big  trade 
in  egg»  of  all  kinds  this  year,  and  had  so  many- 
orders  booked  ahead  he  had  to  withdraw  his 
advertisements  to  cut  off  the  orders,  but  the 
orders  continue  to  come. 

We  spoke  of  there  being  a  good  many  of  the 
breeding  hens  allowed  to  sit,  as  the  end  of  the 
breeding  season  approached,  and  most  of 
these  hen-  ;ire  allow  i  d  t"  brood  their  families 
of  chicks,  each  family  being  given  a  small  "A" 
coop  and  put  out  in  the  range.  It  is  Intended', 
when  the  chicks  arc  weaned,  that  they  shall 
be  housed  in  small  movable  houses;  4  x  C,  and 
the  system  of  housing  is  most  clever.  The 
movable  house  is  located  at  a  spot  convenient 
for  a  colony,  a  couple  of  the  hens  with  chicks 
being  moved  into  it,  and  two  or  three  more 
families  in  A  coops  set  down  near.  When  It 
is  time  to  wean  the  chicks  all  the  hens  and  the 
A  coops  are  removed,  the  chicks  all  seek 
shelter  in  the  portable  house,  "  and  there  you 
are!"  As  there  are  ten  or  a  dozen  chicks 
with  each  hen,  there  will  be  a  family  of  fifty 
to  sixty  in  a  house;  but  they  are  speedily 
thinned  down  by  weeding  out  the  least  desir- 
able ones  and  killing  them  for  broilers,  these 
hen  hatched  chicks  coming  in  as  a  reserve 
supply,  following  upon  the  regular  brooder 
house  chicks. 

The  question  might  be  asked  where  all  these 
chickens,  ducks,  etc.,  are  marketed.  They 
are  almost  all  marketed  right  there  on  the 
island,  which  has  a  summer  population  of 
about  two  thousand  people,  and  they  eat  a 
good  many  choice  chickens  in  season. 

The  mixed  state  of  things  there  on  Fishers 
Island  results  in  some  curious  things,  a  queer 
combination  of  eggs,  discovered  just  before 
our  visit  being  a  good  example;  this  was  a 
turkey's  nest  that  had  turkey's  eggs,  three 
eggs  laid  by  a  Wyandotte  hen,  three  or  four 
pheasant's  eggs,  and  two  quail's  eggs.  The 
Wyandotte  hen  was  nursing  a  flock  of 
chickens  near  the  spot  where  the  turkey  ben 
had  located  her  nest.  Being  disposed  to  lay, 
she  had  wandered  into  the  bushes,  and  finding 
the  turkey  nest  all  ready,  adopted  it,  the 
pheasant  and  quail  following  suit.  The  eggs 
were  about  as  odd  an  assortment  in  size  and 
color  as  one  could  imagine,  ranging  in  size 
from  the  large  turkey  egg  down  to  the  small 
egg  of  a  quail,  the  latter  being  about  as  large 
as  the  top  joint  of  one's  thumb.  These  tiny 
egus  Mr.  Crangle  had  in  one  of  his  incubators 
along  with  hens'  eggs.  He  expressed  a  doubt 
about  being  able  to  hatch  them,  though  both 
were  fertile  and  seemed  to  be  coming  along  all 
right.  The  reason  for  the  doubt  is  that  such 
small  eggs,  so  low  down  in  the  tray,  don't  get 
siitlicient  warmth. 


Look  Out  for  Leaks. 

Written  for  K.vitM-Pot'LTRY. 

Common  uninspired  mortals  may  well  look 
askance  at  Edison's  statement,  that  "inspira- 
tion is  perspiration ;"  for  while  the  most  of  us 
might  perspire  till  our  neighbors  began  to 
build  themselves  arks  of  safety,  we  should  not 
evolve  a  single 'phone  or  'graph,  or  dream  of 
sifting  the  ocean's  waves  for  gold. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  say  that  success  is 
perspiration?  for  while  geniuses  are  a  rather 
rare  species,  there  are  plenty  of  us  who  earn 
our  bread  by  the  sweat  of  our  brows,  and  the 
majority  do  it  by  "  keeping  everlastingly  at 
It" — and  those  who  will  not  must  not  complain 
if  butter  and  jam  are  on  some  other  fellow's 
table.  Every  year  makes  me  more  and  more 
convinced  that  the'  chicken  business  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule;  but  rather  it  is  a 
shining  example  of  getting  out  of  life  just 
about  what  you  put  in. 

From  the  time  my  colony  of  chicks  is  large 
enough-to  put  out  of  doors  till  they  are  well 
past  the  danger  line,  (and  this  is  three  or  four 
months)  there  never  comes  a  hard  rain  nor  a 
few  days  vacation  for  myself,  or  even  a  slight 
illness  but  that  I  am  impressed  with  the 
absolute  necessity  for  keeping  one's  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  his  work  at  all  times  and  under 
all  conditions.  Not  that  the  volunteers  do  not 
do  their  best,  but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  them 
all  the  little  things  that  you  would  do  your- 
self almost  without  thinking  of  them,  merely 
because  you  would  see  the  need,  but  which 
would  not  l»e  even  noticed  by  the  unaccus- 
I  tomed  eye. 


Earlv  in  the  spring  I  bad  five  small  houses 
or  coops  made  for  the  chickens,  making  with 
those  alreadv  on  band,  sufficient  for  two  hun- 
dred chicks.  I  had  been  carefully  powdering 
my  hens  before  they  came  off  with  their 
broods,  and  as  the  houses  were  partly  new 
and  clean,  I  did  not  look  for  lice  till  the 
middle  of  May.  The  chickens  were  thriving 
well,  and  showed  nothing  of  the  drooping  lisl- 
lesMios  that  usualh  accompanies  lice;  but  as 
I  do  not  belong  to  the  class  who  never  have 
any  lice,  I  did  finally  get  my  powder  box 
ready  one  night,  and  went  for  the  smaller 
chicks.  To  my  horror  the  first  one  was 
literally  plastered  with  lice  under  the  wings. 
I  lost  no  time  in  feeding  them  on  something 
beside  chicken  flesh.  I  do  not  hold  this  up  as 
a  very  thoughtful  act.  In  fact,  it  was  careless 
not  to  have  looked  before,  and  yet  I  feel  sure 
that  the  "  hired  man  "  would  have  waited  till 
the  chicks  had  begun  to  show  the  presence  of 
the  lice,  and  would  therefore  have  been 
stunted. 

You  may  keep  chickens  and  even  pay  their 
bills  by  slovenly  methods,  but  you  can  never 
be  even  decently  successful  till  you  arc  willing 
to  exert  eternal  vigilance,  even  to  the  extent 
of  being  at  times  sick  of  the  sound  of  a 
chicken's  "  peep  "  or  a  rooster's  crow. 

There  came  a  rainy  day  recently,  and  the 
chicken  mistress  was  sick.  This  is  an  unfor- 
tunate combination  if  the  chicks  are  small. 
The  previous  night  one  hen  had  left  her 
brood,  and  it  wastherefore  moved  to  share  a 
coop  with  another  lot.  Of  course  when  the 
next  night  came  the  chicks  did  not  know 
enough  to  seek  their  new  bedroom,  and  the 
sick  mistress  forgot  all  about  the  change. 
Fortunately  a  caller  came  just  at  dusk  whom 
she  must  see,  so  she  concluded  to  go  out  and 
see  if  the  chicks  were  secure.  Those  stupid 
chickens  were  huddled  together  under  one 
corner  of  their  lath  coop,  where  they  would 
have  staid  all  night,  and  certainly  perished 
before  morning,  as  a  heavy  rain  fell  all  night. 
In  the  semi-darkness  the  volunteer  would 
never  have  noticed  the  little  creatures. 

Thus  we  find  that  it  is  the  constant  outlook 
for  trifles  that  makes  or  mars  one's  profits,— 
that  is,  in  a  small  business.  It  must  needs  be 
so  to  some  extent  in  a  larger  one,  but  I  know 
only  of  the  lesser  venture  where  every  chicken 
and  every  penny  must  be  carefully  looked 
after  in  order  to  make  the  dollars  count.  If 
the  oyster  shells  are  not  replenished  the  very 
day  they  give  out  a  reminder  soon  comes  in 
the  form  of  soft  shelled  or  cracked  eggs.  It 
would  seem,  too,  that  the  amount  that  one 
cock  or  hen  would  eat  would  not  greatly 
diminish  the  yearly  profits;  and  perhaps  it 
would  not;  but  to  keep  extra  cocks  or  old 
hens  past  their  usefulness  is  yet  a  drain  that 
tells  in  the  long  run. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  gradually  reduce  the 
fowls  through  the  summer,  and  especially  this 
year  when  eggs  refuse  to  rise  in  price,  and 
with  all  the  old  stock  and  the  chickens  with 
growing  appetites  the  grain  bills  call  for  a 
considerable  income  from  some  source. 

Late  chickens  are  often  another  cause  of 
leakage,  because  they  very  seldom  grow  as 
well  as  do  the  earlier  ones.  Like  the  younger 
children  In  a  big  family,  they  have  lost  the 
merit  of  being  novelties  — there  is  less  time  to 
bestow  on  two  hundred  than  twenty,  and 
probably  less  care  is  given  to  tine  points. 

For  several  years  I  dabbled  in  Leghorn 
crosses,  and  In  consequence  began  to  hatch  at 
about  the  time  my  neighbors  were  getting 
through.  While  there  are  advantages  to 
"  non-sitters."  there  is  such  a  thing  as  over- 
doing the  business,  for  "  non-sitters"  usually 
mean  late  sitters,  and  late  sitters  mean  late 
chickens,  late  poultry,  and  low  prices  —  and 
late  pullets  that  will  not  lay  till  February. 

Of  course  the  incubator  man  or  woman 
doesn't  have  to  take  this  into  consideration, 
but  for  all  that,  my  hens  have  done  far  better 
this  spring  as  early  hatchers  than  have  the 
majority  of  incubator  people  in  this  region. 
The  first  hatch  of  one  man  from  two  huudred 
eggs  was  one  chicken  —  and  that  died. 

Having  become  tired  of  my  Leghorn  stock, 
three  years  ago  I  invested  in  some  eggs  of  a 
totally  different  sort,  and  since  then  I  have 
had  no  trouble  with  sitters.  This  year  I  had 
one  hundred  chicks  out  before  the  weather 
was  fit  to  put  them  out  of  doors,  and  I  was 
through  hatching  by  the  tenth  of  May. 

Don't  they  trouble  about  going  broody  later 
on?     Well,  to  be   honest,  their  maternal 


instincts  are  rather  bothersome  through  the 
summer;  but  while  I  can  easily  break  up  one 
that  yearns  for  a  family,  ueither  arguments 
nor  force  will  persuade  a  hen  to  sit  that  won't 
—  and  so,  as  long  as  I  want  moderately  early 
chickens,  and  don't  run  an  incubator,  I  like  a 
breed  that  will  sit  early  if  it  is  also  a  good  all- 
around  one. 

The  watchword  of  the  money  making  poultry 
keeper  just  now  would  seem  to  be,  strain,  not 
breed;  or  while  the  breed  maybe  considered 
to  some  extent,  the  primary  need  is  for  a  first 
class  strain,  either  for  layers  or  poultry, 
according  to  your  need ;  and  the  man  whose 
market  calls  for  eggs  must  look  after  the  strain 
that  will  bring  him  two  eggs  in  pl^ce  of  one 
from  the  finest  breed  of  flesh  or  feathers  in 
America. 

Farmer  folk  removed  from  markets  are 
seriously  considering  whether  it  be  not  better 
to  give  primary  attention  to  fine  poultry 
rather  than  eggs.  Where  the  poultry  product 
is  only  one  branch  of  farm  work  there  are 
seasons  when  it  is  impossible  to  get  eggs  to 
market  on  a  certain  day,  or  to  get  them  to  the 
express  office  for  shipment  to  a  distant  market. 
Now  that  the  grocer  and  the  provision  man 
visit  so  many  farmiug  communities,  and  the 
milk  is  collected  every  day,  the  farmer  no 
longer  goes  to  market  every  Saturday  —  not 
even  for  a  few  dozen  eggs  ;  so  he  or  his  wife 
must  get  out  of  the  old  rut  a  bit,  and  raise 
that  which  need  not  be  marketed  on  certain 
days,  whether  'tis  ploughing,  or  baying,  or 
house  cleaning. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  harder  work  to  dress  fowls 
for  market  than  it  is  to  prepare  eggs ;  and  it  is 
a  rather  nice  piece  of  business  to  pluck  them 
well  without  tearing,  and  put  them  in  market- 
able condition.  The  feet  should  be  scrubbed 
thoroughly  with  a  small  brush,  the  neck 
cleansed  of  all  bloody  look,  and  the  crop  taken 
out  if  it  contains  any  food.  This  makes  much 
extra  work,  however,  and  if  care  13  taken 
that  the  chicken  has  no  food  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  hours  before  killing,  the  crop  need  not 
be  touched.  I  believe  there  are  different 
requirements  in  different  places  in  regard  to 
dressed  fowls,  but  I  take  off  the  head  and 
draw  the  entrails.  Fowls,  i.  e..  old  hens,  arc 
sometimes  sent  undrawn. 

One  more  word  about  breaking  up  sitters. 
It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  resort  to  cruelty 
in  order  to  do  this.  One's  humane  instincts 
ought  to  be  strong  enough  to  prevent  him 
from  shutting  up  a  hen  without  food  or  water 
for  several  days,  but  if  they  are  not  he  should 
remember  that  to  starve  a  hen  is  to  reduce  her 
flesh  and  weaken  her  constitution,  and  that  he 
will  have  to  make  up  the  loss  afterward  — 
while  keeping  any  animal  without  water  is 
cruelty.  Broody  hens  may  be  easily  cured  by 
peuniug  them  in  a  separate  coop  from  the 
other  hens,  where  they  cannot  sit,  and  supply- 
ing them  with  whole  grain  twice  a  day  and 
plenty  of  water.  A  few  days  will  be  sufficient. 

'Tis  "eyes  in  the  back  of  your  head"  to 
keep  ahead  of  lice  and  bills,  and  worriments 
and  skunks,  but  'tis  the  only  way  if  you  are 
determined  not  to  let  the  foes  keep  ahead  of 
you.  Annie  L.  Rogers. 


National  Kxhibition.  Game  and  Game 
Bantam  Club. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  circular  of  the 
National  Exhibition  Game  and  Game  Ban- 
tam Club,  which  has  been  formed  with  the 
object  of  "  increasing  the  interest  in  and 
demand  for  high  class  exhibition  Game  and 
Game  Bantam  fowls,  to  obtain  for  them 
better  recognition  by  the  poultry  shows  and 
poultry  press,"  to  improve  the  quality,  offer 
special  premiums,  etc.  W,  E.  Hamilton, 
Odebolt,  la.,  is  president,  and  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  is  J.  C.  Pratt,  170  Adams  St., 
Chicago,  HI.,  to  whom  applications  for  mem- 
bership should  be  addressed. 


Prickly  Comfrey. 

Written  for  Faum-Pocltrt. 

There  is  no  plant  that  furnishes  so  much 
green  food  for  poultry  as  prickly  comfrey. 
For  parties  that  have  no  range  or  have  the 
hens  penned  up,  thirty-one  plants  the  second 
year  will  furnish  green  food  for  one  hundred 
hens  from  six  to  seven  months.  One  plant 
gives  enougli  for  one  day,  and  can  be  cut  every 
month.    I  feed  it  to  ducks  as  well  as  to  hens. 

Tioga  Center,  N.  Y.  I.  G.  Qtjirin. 
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ISOX  TRAP  CAT  CATCHER. 

A.  — Slide,  which  is  shut  down  on  neck  of  cat. 

B.  — V  shaped  hole  for  cat  to  pill  head  out. 

C— Dotted  lines  show  portion  of  spindle  inside  trap  with  bag  of  catnip  attached. 


A  Box  Trap  Cat  Catcher. 

Written  for  Farm -Poultry. 

Cat  lovers  tire  warned  that  this  article  is  not 
intended  for  them.  It  is  written  for  the 
benefit  of  the  long  suffering  city  lot  chicken 
miser,  who  in  times  past  has  had  to  view  his 
choicest  chicks  disappearing  over  the  garden 
fence  in  the  maw  of  a  dear  little  tabby  that 
could  do  no  wrong. 

The  writer  grows  chicks  on  a  city  lot,  and 
last  season  lost  thirty  fine  chicks  by  cats. 
Some  of  the  chickens  taken  would  weigh 
nearly  two  pounds  each.  It  seems  scarcely 
credible  that  a  cat  would  attack  and  carry  off 
chicks  of  that  size,  but  it  was  done  that  season 
several  times,  to  our  sorrow. 

I  complained  to  the  owner  of  one  of  the  cats, 
with  about  the  usual  amount  of  satisfaction. 
Although  her  cat  was  at  that  moment  under 
her  door  steps  lunching  on  one  of  my  chicks, 
this  lady  stoutly  maintained  that  her  kitty 
never  could  or  would  take  a  chicken. 

A  friend  and  neighbor  of  ours  had  like 
trouble  with  cats,  and  after  consultation  we 
made  war  on  the  feline  race  with  shot  gun 
and  rifle.  This  mode  of  procedure  was  not  at 
all  satisfactory,  for  every  time  a  gun  was  fired 
the  neighbors  came  out  and  entered  vigorous 
protests.  Not  only  from  this  cause,  but  from 
the  faet  that  the  tti-e  of  firearms  in  the  city  is 
dangerous,  gun  practice  was  abandoned. 

This  season  when  the  chicks  began  to  come 
we  adopted  the  plan  of  cat  extermination  here 
giveu.  It  was  useless  to  try  to  raise  chicks  in 
confinement,  ami  they  needed  all  the.  run  we 
bad  for  them.  We  could  not  afford  to  feed 
high  class  chicks  to  the  neighbors'  cats ;  neither 
could  we  afford  to  be  at  war  with  the  aforesaid 
neighbors. 

The  box  trap  cat  catcher  here  illustrated  is 
the  invention  of  a  policeman  who  raises 
chickens  on  a  city  lot.  He  says  it  will  rid  the 
neighborhood  of  feline  chicken  thieves  with 
neatness,  quietness  and  rapidity;  and  from 
actual  experience  this  season  and  the  amount 
of  feline  fertilizer  now  planted  in  our  garden, 
we  can  assure  Farm-Poultry  readers  that 
the  "  catcher"  will  do  all  he  claims  for  it. 

It  is  simply  a  box  trap,  with  a  slide  attach- 
ment for  easily  and  quietly  dispatching  the  cat. 
Auy  Farm-Poultry  reader  who  so  desires 
should  be  able  to  make  one  without  detailed 
instructions  by  referring  to  the  illustration. 

The  V  shaped  opening  B  is  four  inches 
across  at  the  base  of  the  V,  and  four  inches 
from  apex  of  V  to  base,  allowing  just  room 
enough  for  the  average  cat  to  put  out  its  head 
when  the  slide  is  pulled  up.  The  slide  A  is 
notched  at  the  bottom,  so  that  when  pushed 
dowu  on  the  cat's  neck  it  forms  a  diamond 
shaped  vice.  \Ve  prefer  a  box  .30  inches  long, 
15  inches  high,  and  15  inches  wide. 

The  spindle  is  baited  with  a  small  cloth  bag 
of  catnip,  tied  on  firmly  (shown  in  the  dotted 
lines  in  illustration). 

When  trap  is  set  the  slide  A  is,  of  course, 
closed  down  over  opening  B. 

When  you  find  the  trap  sprung  pull  up  the 
slide,  and  as  the  cat  puts  its  head  out  push 
slide  down  again  quickly, catching  the  chicken 
thief  by  the  neck. 


A  sharp  blow  on  the  victim's  head  with  a 
club  or  maul  will  finish  matters  quickly  and 
quietly.  Then  you  can  have  a  funeral  proces- 
sion to  the  root  of  the  grape  vine.  A  dead 
chicken  also  makes  good  bait,  and  has  this 
advantage,  only  chicken  thieves  will  touch  it. 
If  you  are  troubled  as  we  have  been  try  the 
"  catcher,"  you  are  sure  to  be  pleased  with  it. 

Anti-Cat. 


Seasonable  Reminders. 

So-called  chicken  cholera,  investigation  will 
often  prove,  is  but  an  extensive  development 
of  vermin.  The  healthy  hen  is  free  from 
vermin.  Almost  invariably  other  ailments, 
except  of  course,  colds  and  cases  of  roup,  are 
mainly  due  to  vermin.  The  hens  that  are 
infested  with  vermin  are  so  debilitated  that 
they  readily  succumb  to  diseases,  and  are  also 
more  apt  to  get  colds  and  roup  than  hens  not 
infested.  It  is  during  warm  weather  that 
eternal  vigilance  becomes  necessary  to  keep 
down  insect  pests  that  abound  where  neglect 
allows  them  to  once  get  a  foothold.  Every 
known  device  must  be  utilized  during  summer 
to  keep  the  vermin  pests  of  the  poultry  yard  in 
check.  The  first  and'  most  important  con- 
sideration will  always  be  cleanliness  of  the 
most  thorough  nature.  Wild  fowls  rarely 
ever  become  infested  with  vermin  to  any  great 
degree,  because  they  are  not  confined  to 
restricted  quarters  in  large  colonies,  like 
domestic  fowls.  Under  conditions  such  as  it 
is  necessary  to  resort  to  in  keeping  domestic 
fowls,  the  vermin  pest  takes  advantage  of 
every  neglect.  When  the  summer  season 
arrives,  which  is  so  propitious  for  the  increase 
of  vermin  in  the  poultry  yards  and  houses, 
extra  exertions  and  all  known  methods  must 
become  the  order  of  the  day.  Finely  pulver- 
ized soil  kept  under  cover  will  afford  the 
fowls  a  chance  to  indulge  in  dust  baths  — 
nature's  plan  for  ridding  birds  of  vermin.  If 
some  tobacco  dust,  insect  powder,  and  once  in 
a  while  powdered  sulphur  is  added  to  the 
dust  bath,  either  will  hasten  the  extermination 
of  the  pests. 

All  the  material  used  in  the  nests  of  the 
layers  should  be  taken  out  and  burned  every 
three  weeks.  The  nest  boxes  should  then  be 
thoroughly  swabbed  out  with  coal  oil.  Use  a 
wide  brush,  such  as  painters  use  for  varnish- 
ing, and  see  that  the  coal  oil  gets  in  all  the 
crevices  of  the  nest.  This  treatment  will  kill 
the  nocturnal  mites  and  nits  that  find  snug 
hiding  places  about  the  nest  boxes.  The 
same  treatment,  and  as  often,  should  be  given 
to  the  roosts.  These  accessories  should  be 
taken  out  on  a  sunny  day  and  coal  oiled  and 
left  in  the  sun  to  dry.  While  they  are  out  it 
will  be  a  good  plan  to  whitewash  the  interior 
of  the  henhouse. 

As  soon  as  a  hen  hatches  out  a  brood  burn 
the  nesting  material,  and  coal  oil  the  nest  box. 
When  the  chicks  are  three  days  old  every 
chick's  head  should  be  greased.  This  should 
be  done  late  in  the  evening— -just  at  dark. 
Some  brands  of  lard  will  make  the  chick's 
head  sore,  as  there  appears  to  be  some  strong 
chemical  substance  in  the  lard.  It  is  safest 
and  best  to  use  sweet  oil.  Put  enough  oil  on 
the  end  of  the  fiuger  to  completely  anoint  the' 


top  of  the  head  (if  each  chick.  If  you  have 
lard  that  you  know  is  pure  it  can  be  used. 
Grease  the  mother  hen  under- the  wings  and 
over  the  vent.  The  warmth  of  the  hen's  body 
diffuses  the  grease,  which  is  the  main  reason 
of  the  necessity  for  doing  the  work  in  the 
evening.  If  done  in  the  morning  dirt  adheres 
to  the  lard,  and  it  does  not  get  an  opportunity 
to  become  so  effective.  Coal  oil  the  inside  of 
the  brooder  coops  once  a  week,  and  turn  them 
up  so  the  sun  can  shine  In  them  for  half  a  day. 
Move  the  coops  to  new  ground  at  least  twice  a 
week. 

Let  the  hens  and  chicks  have  a  chance  to 
choose  between  sunshine  aud  shade.  Bare 
yards,  those  where  no  vegetation  exists,  and 
many  fowls  are  kept,  should  be  spaded  up 
every  ten  days,  and  during  the  intervening 
time  occasionally  give  the  yard  a  dressing  of 
air  slaked  lime.  Do  it  in  the  evening  after 
the  fowls  have  gone  to  roost. 

Fowls  closely  confined  in  bare  yards,  unless 
they  are  furnished  plenty  of  green  food  in 
summer,  usually  soon  present  an  unsightly 
appearance.  They  are  apt  to  commence 
feather  plucking.  Yarded  fowls  should  be 
liberally  supplied  every  day  with  green  food 
of  some  kind.  On  the  farm  there  is  not  much 
excuse  for  keeping  fowls  confined  in  small 
yards.  Where  it  is  done  the  farm  affords 
every  opportunity  for  securing  an  abundance 
of  green  food,  also  varied  in  kind.  The  weeds 
from  the  garden,  aud  later  on,  the  radish  tops, 
early  cabbage  and  beet  leaves,  should  always 
be  given  to  hens.  The  sweepings  of  the  hay- 
mow, especially  if  the  hay  contains  clover, 
will  be  an  excellent  substitute  for  greens. 
This  waste  contains  too  much  dust  and  dirt  to 
be  utilized  for  feeding  to  other  live  stock,  but 
contains  nutriment  that  is  especially  valuable 
to  hens  that  are  confined  in  close  yards. 

Keep  the  drinking  water  supply  in  a  shaded 
place.  Renew  two  or  three  times  a  day. 
Always  throw  out  what  is  left  in  the  vessels 
when  making  the  round  for  replenishing,  and 
fill  up  with  fresh  water.  Empty  everything 
at  night.  Scald  every  drinking  vessel  once  a 
week. 

Those  who  neglect  hot  weather  duties  in  the 
poultry  yard  will  next  fall  be  claiming  they 
"  did  not  have  very  good  luck  this  season." 

A  lady  from  Philadelphia  was  recently 
visiting  friends  in  Baltimore  county  who  have 
a  flock  of  good  Houdan  fowls.  A  hen  was 
killed  for  the  table  the  day  before  the  lady 
returned,  and  she  begged  for  the  head  and 
wings.  These  she  took  to  Philadelphia  and  had 
a  taxidermist  prepare  them  for  her  hat  at  a 
cost  of  two  dollars.  Her  milliner  told  her  the 
Houdan  head  and  wings  were  unusually  fine, 
as  the  crest  and  beard  were  of  unusually  good 
size  and  the  feathers  were  very  evenly  mottled , 
and  that  they  were  worth  five  dollars.  Hats 
of  this  kind  are  quite  fashionable  in  the 
Quaker  city.  The  above  may  afford  breeders 
of  handsome  pure  bred  fowls  an  idea  as  to 
utilizing  what  have  been  waste  portions  of 
fowls.  All  crested  breeds  should  be  in 
demand  now.—  G.  O.  Brown,  in  Baltimore 

Sun.   .  .  ,  ' 

How  to  Begin  Right. 

Fowls  are  more  prolific  than  cattle,  and 
reach  maturity  in  a  year,  an  advantage  that 
should  be  appreciated,  which  enables  the 
poultryman  to  arrive  at  a  paying  basis  sooner 
than  by  any  other  method.  When  one  has 
but  a  small  capital,  therefore,  the  desire  to 
make  a  profit  from  poultry  in  a  year  should 
not  be  entertained.  A  small  investment  will 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  an  industry  that 
will  give  satisfactory  results  in  a  few  years  if 
the  poultryman  has  the  patience  to  wait  until 
he  can  get  established  by  the  increase  of  his 
flock  rather  than  by  capital.  Every  additional 
fowl  to  the  flock  gained  by  increase  is  so  much 
gain  of  capital,  aud  what  cannot  be  accom- 
plished at  once  may  be  done  in  a  longer  time. 
The  beginuer  who  desires  to  enter  the  poultry 
business  must  therefore  start  atit  with  a  view 
of  building  himself  up,  and  he  must  not 
expect  any  returns  until  he  has  reached  a 
point  at  which  he  can  derive  a  sufficient  profit 
to  afford  him  a  comfortable  living.  Many 
who  have  gone  into  the  poultry  business  and 
made  no  profit  the  first  year  ceased  operations, 
when  in  fact  they  had  undergone  a  year's 
experience,  and  should  have  continued.  The 
object  should  be  to  take  plenty  of  time,  get 
ready,  and  increase  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
capital.— Farm  and  Fireside. 


100  Doses  in  a 

Is  peculiar  to  and  true  P^aaI 
Only  of  Hood's  Sarsapa-  DOTTI6 
f  ilia,  and  is  proof  of  its  superior  strength 
and  economy.  There  is  more  curative 
power  in  a  bottle  of  Hood's  Sarsaparilla 
than  in  any  other.  This  fact,  with  its 
unequalled  record  of  cures,  proves  the 
best  medicine  for  all  blood  diseases  is 

HOOCI'S  Carina 

The  One  True  Blood  rurifier.  All  druggists.  $i. 

r»*ll    cure  Liver  ills;  easy  to 
nOOU  S  KIIlS  take,  easy  to  operate.  250. 

BREEDING  STOCK 

For  Sale. 

Having  finished  hatching  for  this  season,  I  will  sell 
the  stock  I  have  bred  from  in  lots  to  suit.  Must  be 
sold  to  make  room  for  the  youngsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  Egg  Strain;  "the  business  fowl  o[  the 
19th  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  Prolific  Laying  Stock). 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 
Our  White  Wyandottes 

This  year  were  the  finest  we  ever  bred  from.  Our 
pen  No.  3  was  headed  by  the  cock,  "  Mystic,"  a  bird 
with  a  high  score  at  one  of  our  late  shows;  he  was  ' 
mated  with  some  of  the  finest  pullets  in  the  country, 
large  brown  eggs  and  fine  shape  being  their  fine 
qualities.  A  limited  number  of  birds  from  this  stock 
will  be  sold  at  $2  for  cockerels  ;  $1.25  for  pullets.  No 
better  blood  in  America.  Orders  booked  now  for  fall 
delivery.  Write  early  if  vou  want  the  best. 

MARION  POULTRY  \AKDS, 
 Brookline.  Mass. 

My  Mammoth  Light  Brahmas 

have  been  admired  by  all  who  have  seen  them  at 
various  exhibitions  where  they 

TZLATSJtt  WON 

the  highest  honors  in  strong  competition.  I  breed  no 
other  Variety.  A  few  extra  fine  yearlings  and  lots  of 
young  stock  for  sale. 

EDGE  WOOD  POULTRY  FARM, 
ARNOLD  II EILBORN,  Box  5G,  Providence,  R.  I. 

BLACK  LANGSHAN 

Breeding  Stock  For  Sale. 

Almost  all  of  my  choice  breeders  for  sale.  A  rare 
opportunity  to  get  first  class  stock.  Hens  S2  each, 
one  year  old.  A  few  at  $1.  Four  cocks  1  and  2 
years  old  for  sale— 2  of  these  with  scores  95.  Send  for 
circular  to 

J.  H .  LORD.  Box  26,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN  " 

 OF  

White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  Utility .  Pullets  of  this  strain  mature  when 
five  montlis  o/it,  are  above  standard  weight,  and  have 
averaged  210  brown  eggs  per  year. 
Vigorous  cockerels  for  sale  after  September  1st. 

F.  E.  WOODS,  Xatick,  Mass. 


Do  You  Want  Good 


E 


from  the  winners  of  Hagerstown,  Pawtucket.  and 
Boston?    $2  per  sitting:  3  sittings  $5.    Stamp  for 
Circulaf.       COLLINS  POULTRY  FARM, 
 Pawtucket.  R.  I. 

Black  LANGSHANS 

EXCLUSIVELY. 

My  strain  have  always  won  prizes  in  the  showroom 
In  the  fastest  competition.  They  are  of  the  true  Lang- 
shau  shape,  with  the  rich  green  sheen,  and  very  free 
from  purple.  Look  up  my  winnings. 

50  Fine  Cockerels  for  sale  that  can  win  Prizes. 

Eggs  for  sale  from  my  best  pens  at  $3  per  13;  S5  for  21!. 

J.  S.  REMINGTON, 
P.  O.  Box  13G,  Greenville,  R.  I. 

CUT  PRICES 

For  rest  of  season.  I  will  sell  15  eggs  from  my  best 
breeders  for  SI;  50  eggs  for  $3;  100  eggs  for  $5.  At 
Kuode  Island  poultry  show  I  won  2d  and  3d  pullet; 
and  2d  pen,  in  a  class  of  84  birds. 

WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 

Box  CSC.  Centra  l  Falls,  R.  I„ 
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A  Remarkable  Case  of  Egg  Hound. 

Mr.  Ktlltor:  — I  neut  lo  you  today  one  box 
prepaid.  Content*  were  taken  from  ben 
apparently  in  perfect  health  an  reported  to 
nie.  I  <li<l  not  tee  lull  ben.  One  ben  from 
tbe  Maine  lloek  MM  killed  a  few  week*  ago, 
alio  in  good  bealtb,  which  bad  this  ttanie 
trouble.  In  tbat  c:ise  tbe  eggs  were  found  in 
tbe  abdominal  eavlty;  bad  left  tbe  cuti  I>a*- 
»a^e  Ibrougb  an  opening  in  tide. 

In  tbat  COM  they  found  eleven  full  nixed 
eggs  beside*  four  shells  irregular  in  Kbape.  I 
i.aw  hoiiiu  of  tbe  egj»it,  but  did  not  see  tbe  ben. 
One  ben  was  full  W.  I'.  K.,  tbe  other  one- 
half  W.  P.  It.  The  t  lieini  were  very  fat, 
and  dropped  behiinl,  but  were  all  right  ou 
their  feet. 

Thin  may  not  be  anything  unusual,  but  it  is 
entirely  new  to  ine.  I  have  raited  and  dressed 
a  great  many  fowls  and  chicks,  but  never  saw 
a  case  like  these. 

Should  like  very  much  to  have  your  opinion 
on  the  subject.  G.  II.  0. 

Jtlandilicld,  Ma«s. 

Tbe  specimen  sent  by  Mr.  C.  was  a  section 
'of  the  oviduct  of  a  fowl,  tbe  middle  portion  of 

wblufa  was  greatly  distended,  making  an  egg 

Shaped  tumor  about  four  and  a  half  inches  in 
diameter.  Abide  from  a  few  adhesions  which 
drew  both  ends  of  the  duct  toward  one 
another,  nu  Inflammatory  constriction  of  that 
portion  of  the  passage  just  below  tbe  tumor, 
and  the  abnormal  distension,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  disease. 

The  box  also  contained  two  eggs  with 
white,  leathery,  soft  shells.  These  eggs  as 
we  understand  It,  had  escaped  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  through  some  rupture  of 
the  oviduct  below  the  section  sent  us.  Prob- 
ably this  rupture  occurred  accidentally,  after 
death,  w  hen  dressing  the  ben. 

Tbe  tumefied  portion  of  the  specimen  sent 
contained  seventeen  fully  formed  soft  shelled 
eggs,  making  with  the  two  which  escaped 
from  lower  down  in  the  passage,  nineteen 
e'.'L.'-  routined  In  the  oviduct  of  one  hen. 

Notwithstanding  ibis  tbe  hen  was  appar- 
ent!!) In-good  health  except  being  ''broken 
down  behind."  The  eggs  were  of  usual  size, 
ami  had  about  the  ordinary  amount  of  con- 
tents. The  yolks  were  normal  In  size  and 
color,  and  the  whites  were  about  normal  in 
qUAUtllj  .  but  very  watery. 

This  was,  to  us,  such  an  unusual  case,  we 
wrote  to  Mr.  C.  for  further  particulars,  and 

received  the  following  reply: 

'■About  two  weeks  ago  one  of  my  neighbors 
told  me  about  killing  a  hen  for  the  table, 
which  was  to  all  appearance  healthy,  hut  very 
fat  and  heavy  behind,  but  not  so  ns  to  touch 
the  ground  or  wear  the  feathers.  On  opening 
It  he  found  eleven  full  sized  eggs  with  shell 
parti)  formed,  that  is,  not  strictly  soft  shell. 

•■  These  eggs  were  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 
As  be  told  me,  I  hey  were  loose  or  separate,  in 
with  the  Intestines.  In  addition  to  these 
there  were  four  shells  which  looked  as  if  tbe 
contents  had  been  removed  and  the  shell 
pressed  together.  In  that  case  no  doubt  there 
Was  a  rupture  in  egg  passage  near  enough  to 
the  vent  to  partly  shell  the  eggs  before  pass- 
ing through.  1  did  not  see  the  hen.  I  was 
Informed  (hat  there  was  no  Inflammation  to 
notice,  either  external  or  internal.    The  hen 

as  far  as  he  could  judge  w  as  no  different  from 
any;  she  was  well  tilled  with  eggs  full  sized 
down  to  the  small  egg  cluster,  and  looked  us 
If  she  would  have  continued  to  store  up  or 
lay  dow  n  eggs  for  some  time. 

"  I  told  him  I  should  liked  to  have  seen  the 
hen  and  eggs,  so  when  he  killed  the  next  one 
and  found  the  same  trouble,  he  brought  the 
eggs  to  me.  Onh  two  of  those,  as  saw, 
had  left  the  egg  passage.  This  hen  I  did  not 
see,  hut  was  reported  to  be  apparent Iv  In 
gooil  health,  but  verv  fat.  These  have  run 
in  a  small  llock  of  about  a  dozen  hens.  I 
presume  their  feed  is  mostly  corn. 

"Since  Writing  the  above  I  have  seen  my 
neighbor;  he  says  the  Oral  hens  show e, I  signs 
of  being  very  heavy  behind  about  two  months 
ago,  but  the  last  one  he  bad  not  noticed  as 
being  out  of  the  usual  order. 

"The  ones  1  sent  you  showed  slight  inflam- 
mation in  egg  passage,  as  you  no  doubt  saw  . 
but  tbe  first  one  of  the  eggs  did  not  bunch 
up  so. 

••In  ease  of  removing  a  section  of  egg  pas- 
sage in  pullet  to  make  a  poulard,  why  should 
not  the  eggs  form  and  cause  trouble,  unless 
tbe  egg  cluster  is  removed?  li.  H.  CV 


In  both  instances  it  will  be  noted  the  bens 
were  too  fat,  and  had  undoubtedly  been  fed 
injudiciously  ou  fattening  food. 

We  believe  most  eases  of  egg  bound  occur 
in  overfal  hens,  assuredly  such  extraordinary 
cases  as  the  above  can  only  occur  lu  excess- 
ively fat  fowls. 

Egg  bound  in  fowls  not  overfal  does  occur 
from  disease  or  obstruction  of  the  egg  pas- 
sage, or  from  an  over  large  egg. 

An  interesting  article  on  egg  bound  and 
treatment  will  he  found  on  page  141,  of  Faiim- 
PODLTBY  for  April  1, 1R97. 

The  case  reported  by  Mr.  C,  where  eleven 
eggs  w  ere  found  loose  in  the  abdominal  cavity , 
is  rather  out  of  the  natural  order  of  things. 
Such  a  condition  would  undoubtedly  have 
resulted  in  peritonitis  and  death  of  the  fow  l. 
Mr.  (J.  did  not  see  the  case,  and  probably 
the  person  who  dressed  tbe  fowl  was  not  over 
careful  lu  his  examination. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  rupture  of  tbe 
oviduct  occurred,  and  that  the  resulting  peri- 
tonitis formed  a  sack  about  tbe  rupture,  into 
which  the  eggs  escaped. 

In  both  cases  the  fowls  were  in  apparent 
good  health,  and  as  the  obstruction  was 
mechanical,  and  not  tbe  result  of  disease,  the 
carcasses  were  available  for  food. 

We  have  never  had  any  experience  with 
poulards,  but  believe  that  the  operation  Is 
usually  performed  on  young  pullets,  before 
the  full  development  of  their  egg  organs,  and 
that  the  operation  arrests  the  development  of 
those  organs.  Dr.  1*.  T.  Woods. 


I  ii  breeding,  Its  Dangers  and  Benefits. 

Written  for  Kak5I-Poultrt. 

There  is  perhaps  no  one  thing  over  which 
there  is  so  much  difference  in  opinion  among 
breeders  of  thoroughbred  fowls,  as  that 
regarding  inbreeding.  The  discussion  of  this 
question  never  ceases  entirely,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  seems  to  be  no  likelihood 
that  it  ever  will  close.  There  are,  however, 
always  those  who  follow  the  discussion  in  its 
different  phases  with  interest,  for.  it  must  be 
remembered,  new  men  are  constantly  being 
added  to  the  ranks  of  poultry  breeders.  There 
are  among  the  men  thus  engaged,  those  who 
from  boyhood  have  been  engaged  in  bleeding 
thoroughbred  fow  ls;  others  devoted  mainly  to 
professional  railings,  take  it  up  to  lind  pleasant 
and  healthful  recreation;  while  there  are 
others  who,  after  years  of  life  spent  In  the 
city,  finally  give-way  to  the  inherited  tendency 
to  take  pleasure  in  the  surroundings  of  country 
life,  including  the  breeding  of  poultry. 

To  all  such  the  various  questions  relative  to 
the  breeding  and  management  of  poultry,  are 
of  the  greatest  interest,  and  any  discussion  of 
those  questions  at  once  engages  attention. 

Even  the  older  breeders  who  have  read 
much  on  SUCD  subjects,  :iml  who  have  perhaps 
written  in  support  of  one  side  or  the  other, 
still  lind  discussion  interesting,  for  fresh 
thought  is  continually  coining  out.  and  old 
opinions  are  often  changed  by  the  aid  of  new- 
light. 

often  the  discussion  is  started  by  some  well 
meant  warning  against  the  evils  of  inbreeding. 
This  usually  brings  a  ringing  volley  from  the 
"  line  breeders,"  as  those  who  believe  In 
inbreeding  call  themselves.  If,  however,  one 
will  compare  the  opinions  of  the  "  line 
breeders,"  he  w  ill  see  that  they  differ  widely 
In  their  views.  Some  advocate  in-and-in 
breeding  of  the  closest  kind  ;  others  advocate 
consanguineous  .alliances,  with  an  occasional 
Introduction  of  fresh  blood;  while  others  hold 
that  the  proper  way  to  in  breed  is  to  observe 
the  foundation  connections  and  occasional 
crosses  ,,f  individuals  descended  from  tbe 
same  foundation  source,  but  avoiding  any- 
thing like  close  inbreeding. 

Then  one  w  ill  learn  that  there  are  men  of 
intelligence  who  advocate  the  most  daring  out- 
crosses.— and  each  is  apparently  sincere  in 
his  belief.  Bach  one  w  ill  offer  evidence  of  the 
Infallible  efficacy  of  his  particular  method  of 
breeding;  but  no  sooner  does  he  do  so  than 
the  holder  of  other  views  will  oiler  pow  erful 
contradictory  evidence. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  an  intelligent  observant 
man  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
may  attain  the  highest  success  by  the  method 
w  hich  he  belives  to  be  the  right  one,  w  hether 
it  be  the  one  in  which  inbreeding  is  regarded 
as  essential,  or  the  one  that  calls  for  frequent 
introductions  of  new  blood.  < 


At  one  of  the  large  poultry  shows  held  last 
wiuter,  the  writer  saw  a  string  of  birds  from 
a  breeder  who  had  introduced  new  blood  into 
bis  yards  every  year,  exhibited  against  a  string 
of  "  line  bred  *  birds,  and  the  equality  with 
which  the  prizes  were  distributed  showed 
that  the  breeder  who  had  introduced  new- 
blood  had  been  enabled  to  produce  fowls  just 
as  nearly  typical  of  the  breed  as  bad  the  one 
who  had  bred  iu  line  for  years. 

Inbreeding  might  be  successfully  practiced 
by  one  man,  and  prove  an  utter  failure  when 
attempted  by  another.  It  is  like  a  two-edged 
sword,  iu  that  it  cuts  Imth  ways,  for  while 
good  points  may  be  Intensified  by  inbreediug, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  bad  points 
will  be  Intensified  in  the  same  degree. 

The  wise  breeder  will  iubreed,  or  introduce 
new  blood  to  please  himself,  observing  closely 
tbe  results  of  each  move,  standing  ready  to 
acknowledge  and  rectify  such  mistakes  as 
become  apparent.  , 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  occasional 
introductions  of  new  blood  are  almost  neces- 
sary where  utility  qualities  are  topmost  iu  tbe 
breeder's  mind,  and  it  has  not  been  demon- 
strated that  new  introductions  of  blood,  wisely- 
made  will  change  the  type  of  a  strain  enough 
to  make  any  difference  iu  the  breeder's  chances 
to  win  in  the  show  room. 

Even  extreme  outcrossing  has  produced 
some  famous  exhibition  birds,  as  has  extreme 
inbreeding.  Much  evil  has  also  been  done  by 
both  those  systems  of  breeding,  unwisely- 
adopted  and  practiced.  The  old  saying,  "One 
man's  meat  is  another  man's  poison,"  holds 
gooil  iu  this  respect,  for  an  unwise  application 
of  a  system  that  under  certain  conditions 
might  be  productive  of  the  best  results,  is 
likely  to  produce  results  of  an  entirely:opposite 
nature.  Henry  I..  Allen. 


Ancouas. 

I  am  sorry  to  sound  one  discordant  note  in 
the  general  paeans  of  jubilation  that  you  and 
others  have  indulged  iu  over  the  fact  that  an 
Ancona  club  has  at  last  been  formed.  But 
the  lingering  respect  which,  notwithstanding 
experiences  hereinafter  related,  I  still  enter- 
tain for  this  much  belauded  breed,  leads  me  to 
express  sincere  regret  that  it  has  not  been  left 
without  a  club.  The  poultry  world  seems  of 
late  years  to  have  run  club  mad.  Let  them  say 
as  they  like,  fanciers  have  done  their  level  best 
to  spoil  every  utility-  quality  of  every  utility- 
breed  we  possess.  I  think  with  a  sigh  of  the 
Brabmas  and  Spanish  I  kept  twenty  years  ago. 
Then  they  could  lay.  Xow  the  former  can  do 
little  more  than  squat  on  other  hens'  eggs; 
while  as  to  the  latter,  it  is  nothing  but  their 
extraordinary  cheek  that  enables  them  to 
maintain  a  place  amougstour  feathered  friends 
at  all.  The  other  Mediterranean  breeds  are 
well-nigh  spoilt,  and  when  the  Ancona  came 
along  one  did  hope  they-  would  be  left  in  peace 
to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their  lay.  But,  no. 
The  Bat  has  gone  forth,  and  sooner  or  later  It 
will  be  a  question  of  yellow  or  mottled  legs, 
and  nothing  more.  At  present  they  can  lay. 
No  manner  of  doubt  about  that. 

My  experience  began  with  several  sittings 
from  the  fountain  head.  Talk  about  precocity. 
At  twelve  weeks  and  some  days  one  pullet,  a 
thing  about  the  size  of  a  blackbird,  took  it  into 
her  head  to  lay  ;  the  rest  followed  suit,  and  then 
began  a  perfect  bail  storm.  We  have  heard  of 
hail  stones  the  size  of  eggs ;  but  what  shall  we 
say  of  eggs  the  size  of  hail  stones?  The  eggs 
never  got  any  bigger;  neitherdid  the  pullets, 
but  speedily  laid  themselves  into  moult.  As 
layers  they  remind  one  of  the  new  quick  tiring 
guns  that  discharge  three  thousand  shots  a 
minute.  When  an  Ancona  hen  goes  on  to  the 
nesl  each  morning  you  may  watch  her  slowly- 
rising  higher  and  higher:  when  she  reaches  the 
top  otVshe  comes,  and  y  ou  may  go  in  and  gather 
the  heaps  of  pillules  she  has  left  b'ehind  her. 

As  to  the  cockerels,  the  less  said  the  better. 
Miserable,  undersized  little  beggars,  all  comb 
and  swagger.  1  placed  -ix  or  eight  in  a  pen 
by  themselves  out  of  sight  of  any  hens  or  pul- 
lets. They  began  to  crow  at  about  six  weeks 
old,  and  fought  like  demons  for  another  six 
weeks,  when  I  killed  a  few  for  the  table.  As 
table  fowls  they  do  not  rank  high,  and  I  shall 
not  trouble  to  pluck  any  more  Anconas  so  long 
as  I  can  obtain  old  shoes  ready  plucked.  What 
the  In rd s  gain ,  by  the  com parison  in  tenderness , 
I  should  say  they  decidedly  lose  in  flavor.  This 
]>eii  was  like  an  eternal  church  meeting,  they 
all  spoke  as  loud  as  they  could,  and  all  at  once. 


I  used  to  fancy  they  cast  lots  each  morning, 
and  then  all  made  a  dead  set  at  one  individual 
member  of  the  gang.  Each  night  I  gathered 
up,  of  the  fragments  that  remaiued,  about  two 
pailfuls.  Mr.  Cobb's  partiality  for  the  breed  is 
a  mystery  to  me ;  but  he  is  like  a  rubber  stamp, 
and  always  says  the  same  thing,  "  Anconas!" 
To  anyone  about  to  take  up  the  breed  I  would 
repeat  Punch's  advice  to  those  about  to  be 
married,  "  Choose  auy  other  alternative!  " 
(Excuse  my  alteration  of  this  hoary  headed 
quotation,  but  it  is  repeated  with  such  nauseat- 
ing frequency  tbat  one  is  tired  of  it  iu  its  orig- 
inal form). 

The  idea  occurs  to  me,  in  conclusion,  tbat  in 
the  precocity  of  these  fowls  may  be  found  the 
explanation  of  such  phenomena  as  that  men- 
tioned in  your  last  issue.  Some  Ancona  pullet 
(a  little  more  precocious  than  the  rest)  bas 
begun  to  lay  before  she  was  hatched— hence 
"  an  egg  within  an  egg."—  One  Who  Took 

UP  ANCONAS,  AND  WAS  GLAD  TO  LAY  TliEM 

Down.— Poultry,  (Eng.) 


KINO  OF  THE  POULTRY  YARD 


Ransomville,  X. A*.,  Sept.  39, 1S97. 
Gentlemen: — After  using  your 
American  Poultry  Food  for  a 
year,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that 
we  have  never  found  anything 
to  equal  it  as  a  feed  for  laying 
hens  and  growing  chicks,  and 
in  the  future  we  will  use  it  to 
the  exclusion  of  every  other 
kind  of  feed. 

W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO. 

If  Your  Local  Dealer  Does  Not  Keep 


AHFPiC&M 
\ji  Mi!  1  pv  Fris  in 


For  full  Information,  address 

THE  AMERCIAN  CEREAL  CO., 
Chicago  or  Boston.  ? 


ORROCCO  POULTRY  FflRRIj 

South  Natick  and  Mount  lilue,  Mass. 
Devoted  exclusively  to  Barred 
Plynioutli  Kooks, 
ORROCCO  BROWN  ECC  STRAIN  . 

Persons  Interested  in  raising  i  Itrj    for  i.rolit. 

either  by  natural  or  artificial  means,  and  who  are 
unable  to  visit  ns.  can  semi  a  Iwo-cenl  stamp  for  our 
Twenty-seventh  Annual  Illustrated  SO.  page  Circular 
and  Obtain  more  practical  information  than  is  ofteu 
found  in 

A  Dollar  Book,  For  Two  Gents. 


Address, 


W.  H.  KI  DD  &  SON. 

4()  North  St.,  Boston. 


STANDARD  BRED 

Wtiite  Lemons, 

Large,  vigorous,  extra  layers.  Winners  at  New 
York.  1SJG.  Is-.,;,  is:.;.  :m.l  1S3S,  and  at  Itoston.  1897  and 

1S9S. 

,  Stock  and.  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 


FIRE  -  WEATHER  -  LIGHTNING  PROOF 

Blank,  painted  or  galvanized  metal  ROOFING  and 
siding;  (brick,  rocked  or  corrugated). 

METAL  CEtLINCS  AND  SIDE  WALLS. 

PENN  METAL  CEILING  AND  ROOFING  CO.,  Ltd. 
Write  lor  Catalogue.  Philadelphia. 
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A  Second  Visit  to  Axatoma  Farm. 

We  visited  Aratoma  Farm,  Katonah,N.  Y., 
ia  the  late  summer  of  1896',  and  what  we  saw 
there  was  described  in  an  illustrated  article  in 
FARM'POULTRY  for  Sept.  15,  lS!)ti.  In  I  lie 
March  loth,  1898,  number  we  published  a 
short  article,  "  More  Light  on  the  Scratching 
Shed  House,"  in  which  we  quoted  a  letter 
from  Captain  Casey,  telling  of  the  good  results 
he  had  had  in  hatching  after  changing  his 
monitor  top  house  into  a  scratching  shed 
house,  that  monitor  top  house  being  illustrated 
on  tirst  page  of  Sept.  15, 1S96,  F.-P.  What  we 
were  most  interested  to  sec  was  the  change 
made  in  the  plant  by  splitting  that  long  monitor 
top  house  down  the  middle,  turning  one-half 
end  for  end  and  moving  it  southward  beyond 
the  end  of  the  pens,  and  making  both  halves 
iuto  long  scratching  shed  houses,  with  a  four- 
foot  walk  at  the  back. 

The  expense  of  altering  this  house  could 
well  be  considered  a  "  premium  paid  to 
experience,''  and  yet  it  was  worth  the  doing, 
because  it  transformed  a  defective  structure 
into  one  of  the  best,  and  the  results  as  shown 
in  that  remarkable  hatching  record,  ou  page 
107,  March  15th  number,  approves  the  change. 
We  are  very  glad  to  have  seen  Aratoma  Farm 
again,  because,  as  it  stands  today  it  is  one  of 
the  best  all  round  poultry  plauts  we  have  ever 
visited,  and,  we  are  glad  to  add,  it  is  "  kept  up 
to  concert  pitch"  —  everything  being  in  the 
best  of  order,  pens  and  walks  clean  and  sweet, 
and  every  part  being  in  the  pink  of  condition. 

One  new  thing  worthy  of  noting  is  the 
liberal  size  of  the  pens  and  sheds,  each  of 
which  is  twelve  feet  square.  This, is  because 
the  original  house  was  partitioned  into  pens 
twelve  feet  square,  and  to  change  these  parti- 
tions would  necessitate  tearing  down  the 
house  and  rebuilding.  Captain  Casey  has 
practiced  the  mating  of  two  male  birds  at  the 
same  time  to  pens  of  thirty  females,  with  the 
remarkably  good  result  as  to  fertility  and 
hatchability  of  eggs  shown  in  the  March  15th 
number.  We  think  this  is  the  first  time  we 
have  ever  seen  two  male  birds  living  in  peace 
and  harmony  together  through  the  breeding- 
season,  but  in  this  case  it  has  certainly  been 
successful.  Iu  addition  to  these  two  Jong 
houses  there  are  three  semi-colony  plan  houses, 
or  double  tenements,  as  they  might  be  called, 
located  out  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  set  a 
considerable  distance  apart  and  tenanted  by 
special  breeding  pens.  Each  of  these  houses 
has  a  scratching  shed,  or,  to  be  perfectly 
accurate,  each  consists  of  two  pens  and  two 
sheds,  with  two  yards  of  liberal  size  adjoining, 
and  the  method  is  to  give  each  family  free 
range  ou  alternate  days.  The  laud  about  is 
dotted  with  shrubbery,  and  is  ideal  for  poultry 
in  that  it  is  about  two-thirds  grass  and  one- 
third  shade.  There  would  certainly  be  rich 
picking  iu  the  way  of  worms,  insects,  etc., 
about  such  a  rauge,  and  birds  so  situated  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  perfectly  healthy  and  happy, 
as  these  undoubtedly  were.  T^hese  individual 
houses  were  perhaps  a  couple  of  hundred  feet 
apart,  and  the  range  is  so  ample  there  is  no 
dangerof  birds  mixing  or  males  lighting.  One 
house  is  occupied  by  choice  White  Leghorns, 
another  by  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  the  third 
by  White  Wyaudottes. 

Another  change  that  has  been  made  at 
Aratoma  Farm  is  to  put  a  larger  heater  iu  the 
brooder  house.  As  in  many  other  eases,  the 
lirst  heater  put  in  was  considered  ample  for 
all  ordinary  purposes,  and  undoubtedly  was, 
but  it  is  the  extraordinary  we  have  to  be  pre- 
pared for,  and  it  was  sometimes  found  that  in 
extremely  cold  weather  the  temperature 
would  run  too  low.  Capt.  Casey  consulted 
the  heater  people,  ordered  the  old  heater  taken 
out,  and  a  new  oue  two  sizes  larger  installed, 
with  an  extra  bank  of  pipes  along  the  front  of 
the  pens  to  keep  the  entire  building  warm, 
and  it  now  works  perfectly.  Twice  within  a 
week  w-e  have  found  such  instances  of  too 
small  heaters  originally  put  in,  and  a  change 
having  to  be  made  at  considerable  expense. 
We  are  confident  not  a  few  of  the  failures  iu 
the  poultry  business  are  due  to  the  penny  wise 
and  pound  foolish  policy  of  haviug  too  small  a 
heater  in  a  brooder  house,  causing  disaster  aud 
resulting  in  discouragement. 

At  the  time  of  our  first  visit  most  of  the  hatch- 
ing was  done  in  Prairie  State  incubators,  but 
there  were  some  others,  all  of  which  the  Captain 
has  since  disposed  of  and  replaced  by  Prairie 
States.    Of  the  latter  he  now  has  sixteen  300- 


egg  size,  and  his  Incubator  room,  with  its  drip 
pans  under  the  lamps  to  catch  any  drops  of 
oil  which  may  be  spilled  in  tilling  the  lamps, 
is  a  model  of  what  such  a  room  should  be.  It 
was  perfectly  clean  and  sweet,  for  one  thing, 
with  no  more  odor  in  it  than  oue  would  find 
in  a  parlor;  and  the  room  finished  oil'  in  one 
comer  for  storing  eggs,  testing,  etc.,  seemed 
just  the  right  thing.  Capt.  Casey  markets 
practically  all  of  his  products  at  two  or  three 
large  hotels  in  New  York  city,  and  has 
recently  learned  of  the  good  demand  there  is 
for  "  duck  broilers,"  that  is,  ducks  of  two 
and  a  half  to  three  pounds  weight,  to  split  in 
halves  aud  broil  as  a  table  delicacy.  He  told 
us  those  young  ducklings  of  about  six  or  seven 
weeks,  would  briug  as  much  iu  the  market  as 
roasting  ducklings  weighing  four  or  four  aud 
a  half  pounds  marketed  at  ten  weeks  old, 
which,  of  course,  means  a  substantial  increase 
in  capacity  aud  saving  of  twenty-five  per  cent 
of  the  food  and  labor;  that  is,  if  one  can 
market  ducks  at  six  to  seven  weeks  at  the 
same  price  as  if  kept  to  ten  weeks,  it  means 
that  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent  more  duck- 
lings can  be  grown  in  the  same  space,  and,  of 
course,  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  food  and 
labor  saved.  From  the  duckman's  standpoint 
duck  broilers  are  certainly  a  profitable  thing. 
Capt.  Casey  courteously  showed  us  his  books, 
which,  we  are  glad  to  say,  show  a  substantial 
profit  in  the  year's  business,  notwithstanding 
a  dead  loss  of  about  $400  paid  for  eggs  that  he 
bought  of  farmers  in  the  vain  hope  of  getting 
out  a  lot  of  early  chickens.  Those  eggs 
proved  shockingly  low  in  fertility,  aud  the  few 
chicks  that  did  hatch  could  not  possibly  make 
a  live  of  it,  hence  the  farm  is  not  only  the  $400 
out  of  pocket,  but  there  was  so  much  time  and 
food  lost.  It  would  not  be  right  to  make 
public  all  the  figures  of  the  business  which 
Capt.  Casey  permitted  us  to  examiue.  Oue 
interesting  item  was  poultry  manure,  of  which 
they  made  three  hundred  and  sixty  barrels,  of 
a  market  value  of  $270.  That  of  itself  is  no 
small  item  in  a  poultry  business,  and  on  the 
farm  proper  means  so  many  dollars  saved  on 
the  fertilizer  account;  that  is,  the  farm  bought 
it  of  the  poultry  plant  instead  of  buying  fer- 
tilizer. Another  interesting  item  was  the 
infertile  eggs  that  were  tested  out  of  the  incu- 
bators at  the  fifth  or  sixth  day.  Finding  that 
there  was  a  market  for  them  in  certain  parts 
of  New  York  city,  at  a  low  price  of  course, 
they  were  shipped  to  those  markets,  and  the 
books  show  a  sale  this  year  of  over  one  thou- 
sand dozen  infertile  eggs.  A  part  of  these,  of 
course,  were  those  bought  of  the  neighboring 
farmers  and  represented  in  that  $400  of  bad 
investment.  Such  carefully  kept  accounts  are 
exceedingly  interesting,  and  are  both  a  helpful 
study  and  an  instructive  object  lesson. 


Fight  Lice  Now. 


Would  you  enjoy  being  lousy? 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  your  fowls 
and  chickens  do  not  enjoy  it  any  more  than 
you  would? 

At  this  season  of  the  year  hundreds  of 
chickens  die  from  the  evil  effects  of  lousiness. 
A  thorough  application  of  insecticides  to  your 
flock  and  poultry  houses  once  a  week  for  four 
or  five  weeks  will  save  you  dolkirs,  and  give 
your  birds  comfort,  with  comparative  freedom 
from  lice,  until  it  is  time  to  go  into  winter 
quarters.   Why  not  fight  the  lice  now? 

A  good  dusting  powder  (one  containing  a 
large  percentage  of  tobacco  dust  preferred)  is, 
to  my  mind,  the  best  insecticide  for  lice  on 
the  fowl.  To  be  effective  it  is  necessary  to 
rub  the  powder  into  the  feathers,  and  down 
to  the  skin,  all  over  the  fowl.  This  must  be 
repeated  once  a  week  for  at  least  a  month. 

Do  not  think  wheu  you  have  the  fowls 
dusted  that  your  duties  end  there.  Get  your 
kerosene  cau,  and  soak  down  the  roosts  and 
cracks  in  the  poultry  house,  to  kill  the  mites, 
fleas,  and  other  vermin  which  harbor  there. 
If  you  dissolve  in  the  kerosene  all  it  will  hold 
of  naphtalene flakes,  you  will  increase  its  value 
as  an  insecticide.  If  the  roosts  are  painted 
with  this  solutiou  before  the  fowls  go  to  bed, 
it  will  help  you  to  get  rid  of  the  body  lice,  as 
well  as  kill  the  mites.  Roosts  need  not  be 
painted  with  the  solutiou  oftener  than  once  a 
month  in  hot  weather,  and  less  often  in  winter. 

Don't  forget  the  dust  bath.  This  is  nature's 
method  of  getting  rid  of  the  vermin.  The 
time  fowls  spend  In  dustlug  themselves  is, 
time  well  spent. 


Pigeons  and  sparrows  often  act  as  carriers 
of  lice  from  one  flock  to  another.  Some  pigeon 
feathers  dropped  in  my  yard  were  loaded 
with  lice.  The  pigeons  probably  lived  under 
the  roof  of  a  lice  infested  hencoop.  Last 
winter  some  sparrows  were  transient  boarders 
iu  the  various  poultry  houses  in  this  vicinity. 
I  caught  a  number  of  these  sparrows,  and 
found  a  great  many  lice  ou  them,  which,  after 
careful  examination,  I  identified  as  poultry 
lice.  If  you  cannot  account  for  the  presence 
of  lice  ou  your  flock  iu  any  other  way,  notice 
if  pigeons  and  sparrows  are  frequent  visitors 
to  your  poultry  house. 

Liquid  lice  killers  are  good  enough  iu  their 
way,  aud  when  properly  applied  will  rid  the 
fowls  of  body  lice,  aud  clear  the  house  of 
mites  as  well.  The  trouble  with  them  is  that 
they  are  carelessly  used,  and  so  either  prove 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  flock,  or  else 
are  not  used  to  good  advantage  iu  getting  rid 
of  the  lice.  I  continue  to  use  the  naphtalene 
and  kerosene  solution,  and  receive  many 
testimonials  from  Fakm-Poultky  readers 
who  have  made,  used  and  liked  it;  but  for  all- 
round  general  usefulness  I  prefer  a  good 
insect  powder  for  use  on  the  fowls  and  chicks 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

A  good  dusting  powder  can  be  made  as 
follows : 

To  a  peck  of  fresh  air-slaked  lime  add  a 
half-ounce  of  crude  ninety  per  cent  carbolic 
acid,  and  stir  in  thoroughly.  To  a  quantity 
of  this  carbolized  lime  add  an  equal  quantity 
(by  bulk)  of  tobacco  dust,  and  thoroughly 
mix.  To  this  may  be  added  a  quarter  part  of 
powdered  sulphur,  if  desired;  the  sulphur  is 
not  absolutely  necessary.  For  those  who 
have  neither  the  time  nor  inclination  to  manu- 
facture their  own  insect  powder,  there  are 
plenty  of  good  insecticides  advertised  in  this 
paper.  Dr.  P.  T.  Woods. 


Number  of  Hens  With  a  Cockerel. 

We  gave  on  page  226,  of  our  last  number,  a 
report  of  fertility  and  hatchability  of  eggs  in 
some  remarks  which  we  made  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Cox's  advertising  experience,  but  there 
are  some  lessons  in  that  letter  well  worth  con- 
sidering, although  they  do  not  apply  to 
advertising. 

Mr.  Cox  tells  us  he  set  six  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  eggs,  of  which  six  hundred  and 
one,  almost  exactly  94  per  cent,  were  fertile, 
and  he  also  tells  us  in  a  postscript  that  those 
eggs  were  laid  by  seventy  two  year  old  heus 
in  two  pens  (we  suppose  of  thirty-five  each) 
mated  to  two  cockerels,  one  iu  each  pen.  This 
is  certainly  remarkable,  and  we  think  we 
never  heard  of  a  case  of  so  high  average  fer- 
tility from  so  many  birds  running  with  one 
male.  One's  first  thought  is  that  it  is  extremely 
risky.  We  would  not  believe  that  half  the 
eggs  would  bfi  fertile,  and  yet  this  experience 
is  worth  bushels  of  theory.  Incidentally,  too, 
it  throws  light  upon  the  theory  that  the  eggs 
of  fowls  that  have  laid  vigorously  all  winter 
will  be  less  fertile  aud  hatch  less  well.  Mr. 
Cox  keeps  fowls  for  eggs,  as  he  has  told  us  in 
previous  letters  which  we  have  published, aud 
he  has  increased  his  average  annual  egg  yield 
from  ninety-six  eggs  the  first  year  to  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  eggs  for  each  fowl  kept, 
aud  these  seventy  two  year  old  hens  were  a 
part  of  the  birds  which  made  that  record  last 
year.  It  is  safe  to  say,  too,  that  they  have 
laid  well  all  winter,  and  we  shall  ask  Mr.  Cox 
to  give  us  the  figures  of  their  egg  yield, 
because  we  want  all  the  light  we  can  get  upon 
these  several  questions. 

The  figures  throw  some  light,  too,  upon  the 
question  of  the  choice  of  hatching  chickens 
under  hens,  or  hatching  them  by  iucubators. 
We  see  that  of  the  six  hundred  and  one  fertile 
eggs,  forty-five  were  broken  in  nests,  practi- 
cally 74  per  cent,  and  presumably  an  average 
of  about  oue  egg  per  nest;  but  only  thirteen 
eggs  of  the  six  huudred  and  one  failed  to 
hatch,  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  healthful- 
ness  aud  vigor  of  his  stock.  That  forty-seven 
chicks  killed  in  nests  (practically  9  per  cent, 
or  about  one  chick  per  nest)  is  what  discour- 
ages a  good  many  from  hatching  by  hens.  It 
certainly  is  discouraging  wheu  taking  oft'  a 
hen,  to  find  one  or  two  handsome  chickens 
hatched  from  ohoice  eggs,  possibly  high 
priced  eggs,  crushed  under  the  feet  of  the  too 
fussy  hen.  That  is  one  of  the  serious  handi- 
caps of  the  business,  AVe  know  of  people  who 


put  eggs  under  hens  until  about  time  for  the 
chickens  to  hatch,  say  the  nineteenth  day, 
then  they  remove  them  to  incubators  to  com- 
plete the  hatch.  Of  course  with  pedigreed 
eggs,  where  one  wants  to  mark  the  chickens, 
there  is  not  a  little  difficulty  attending  that 
operation,  although  the  chicks  can  be  kept 
separate  by  having  wire  partitions  to  divide 
the  eggs;  or,  better  still,  flat  bottomed  wire 
baskets  or  boxes  large  euough  to  hold  each  a 
clutch  of  e<rgs. 

Have  you  ever  thought  how,  at 
a  little  expense,  you  might  fix  up 
some  of  your  old  buildings,  pre- 
vent leaky  roofs,  make  warm  your 
sheds,  barns,  hen-houses,  hotbeds, 
and  green-houses  ?  Neponsct  Water- 
proof Red  Rope  Fabric,  for  roofing 
and  side-covering,  will  do  the  busi- 
ness. It  is  frost-proof  and  water- 
proof. It  takes  the  place  of  back 
plaster  in  dwellings,  and  shingles 
and  clapboards  on  outbuildings. 
Very  much  cheaper.  Costs  only 
one  cent  per  square  foot  at  the 
factory,  with  the  necessary  nails 
and  tin  caps  for  putting  it  on. 

For  inside  lining  Neponset  Black 
Building  Paper  is  serviceable  and 
economical. 

Full  particulars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F.  W.  Bird  &  Son, 
EastWalpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 


GAPON 

Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
26c.  Bemit  by  Money- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  &  SONS, 
1229  Callowhill  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Complete  set,"  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  §2.50.  28  p. 
Capon  Pook  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
25c.    Roup  Syringe,  10c. 

TOOLS 


Do  you  want  to  save  money?  We  caD  help  you. 
Our  one  and  two  year  old  DUCKS  are  going  during 
July  only,  lor  S1.50  each ;  5  for  $7;  10  for  $12;  15  or 
more,  SI  each. 

<  >iix*    I >eliiir« 

Will  prove  money  savers  In  the  lucky  few  who  order 
in  time,  to  the  amount  of  $1  to  $3- each.  They  art: 
all  good  birds,  and  are  the  right  type.  Although  we 
have  not  said  much  about  it,  we  have  been  breeding  the 

KEEL  PEKINS 

for  more  than  ten  years,  and  that  we  made  no  mis- 
take our  show  record  at  the  best  shows  is  proof.  Our 
free  booklet  will  give  you  the  particulars. 

A.  J.  HALLOCKv 


Box  B. 


Speonk,  L.  I.,  N.  ¥. 


WHAT  DO  YOU  WANT? 

If  it's  Buggies,  Harness,  Saddles,  Bicycles,  Sewing 
Machines,  Feed  Cookers.   Cider   Presses,  Sui  ay 
Poultry  ' 


"maKF 


KNOWN 


Pumps, 

thing    else,  we 

reet  from  the  fac- 
what  it  is,  or  where  _ 

supply  it  una  save  you  money  too.  Try  us. 
Write  for  our  illustrated  catalogue,  circulars,  etc. 

Frank  B.  Barkley  Mfg.  Co.  8LS*  i^il: 


Supplies  or  any- 

KUUK  WAlNIS|tory_    Nq  matter 

it  is  made,  we  can 


23* 


FARM-Poi  fLTRY 


JOly  1 


l>  In  breeding  Injurious? 

The  poultry  breeder  baa  »troug  temptation* 
to  retort  to  Inbreeding.  Not  only  Joes  tbi* 

practice  nave  hlui  the  trouble  of  lutroiluciii}? 

frt-nb  blood,  with  the  expense  incident  thereto, 
hut  he  recognizee  it  a*  a  short  cut  to  the 
attainment  of  the  objects  be  ban  in  view.  Thin 
ht  ax  true  of  the  practical  poulterer  M  of  the 
fancier.  Hoth  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
Introduction  of  fre»h  Mootl  will  result  in  the 

Introduction  of  new  tendencies  and  character- 
istic! in  the  fowl*,  and  will  tend  to  defeat, 
temporarily  at  least,  the  objects  for  which 
they  have  been  striving.  The  fancier,  for 
example,  ban  been  striving'  to  perfect  some 
given  point,  say  the  comb.  After  several 
years  of  careful  selection,  his  fowls  have 
arrived  at  the  condition  where  combs  of  the 
desired  type  are  uniformly  produced.  If  he 
Introduces  fresh  blood,  though  It  be  through 
■x  fowl  having  a  comb  similar  to  that  which 
v  It  producing,  there  is  always  danger  that 
ibe  progeny  will  have  a  different  type  of 
comb.  The  practical  poulterer  has  been  Btrlv- 
Ing  to  increase  the  egg  production  of  his 
fowls.  He  has  succeeded  in  producing  a 
strain  of  fowls  which  will  lay  one  hundred 
anil  seventy-live  eggs  per  annum.  He  knows 
that  the  egg  product  depends  upon  breeding 
his  pullets,  not  only  from  layers  like  his  own, 
but  also  from  a  male  bred  from  an  equally  line 
laying  Strain.  If  be  introduces  a  cock  from 
another  strain,  the  work  of  years  may  be 
destroyed,  or,  at  least,  seriously  impaired. 
Both  parties  arc  therefore  tempted  to  continue 
to  iubreed,  and  it  becomes  an  important 
problem  just  how  far  this  practice  can  be 
carried  without  impairing  the  value  of  the 
fowls.  One  of  the  questions  which  is  natu- 
rally asked  is  Ibis  :  "Is  inbreeding  necessarily 
Injurious'/ " 

That  question,  despite  the  long  array  of 
(actfl  Showing  the  Injurious  effects  of  inbreed- 
ing, which  are  set  out  iii  the  works  of  Dar- 
win and  other  investigators,  I  am  inclined  to 
answer  in  the  negative.  I  do  uot  deny  that 
Inbreeding  is  often  responsible  for  bad  effects 

ui  live  stock,  but  that  Is  quite  a  different 

proposition  from  the  statement  that  it  is 
necessarily  injurious.  It  teems  to  ine  that  the 
Injury  from  inbreeding  results  in  this  way, 
that  fowls  or  animals  of  the  same  blood  are 
quite  likely  to  have  similar  weaknesses  or 
defects  of  constitution  —  more  likely  to  have 
them  than  fowls  or  animals  of  different  blood. 
It  is  a  well  recognized  principle  that  w  here 
two  animals  have  the  same  defect,  their  prog- 
eny will  inherit  the  defect  in  an  exaggerated 
degree.  So  where  two  fow  ls  having  the  same 
defec  t  arc  bred  together,  they  being  closely 
related  in  blood,  the  young,  through  this  prin- 
ciple, have  the  defect  in  an  increased  degree, 
and  Inbreeding  IS  charged  with  the  result;  but 
a  similar  result  might  have  followed  from 
breeding  two  unrelated  fowls,  but  defective 
in  the  same  manner.  It  would  be  less  likely 
that  unrelated  fowls  should  have  the  same 
defect,  and  therefore  outbreeding  often  pro- 
duces very  desirable  results. 

If  Inbreeding  Is  not  necessarily  injurious, 
why  Is  it  not  a  safe  method  to  pursue!'  The 
answer  to  this  question  Is  found  in  the  fact 
that  there  may  often  be  undiscovered  or  undis- 
coverable  defects  of  constitution,  and  these, 
though  not  noticeably  interfering  with  the 
welfare  of  the  parents,  in  their  increased 
degree  seriously  Injure  the  progeny.  If  we 
could  always  be'SUre  that  both  parents  were 
perfectly  sound  physically,  we  perhaps  could 
go  on  breeding  I  hem  in-and-in  for  an  indclinite 
number  of  generations;  but  there's  the  rub; 
no  man  can  be  sure  of  this  fundamental  fact. 
This  it  Is,  it  seems  to  me,  which  makes 
Inbreeding  a  dangerous  practice. 

If  then,  inbreeding  is  useful  in  perfecting 
our  fowls,  and  is  at  the  same  time  a  source  of 
danger  to  them,  how  far  can  it  be  followed 
wit.h  safety?  That  is  extremely  difficult  to 
answer..  The  best  answer  w  hich  can  be  given 
Is  that  the  moment  deterioration  can  be 
noticed  in  any  direction— that  moment  inbreed- 
ing should  cease,  and  fresh  blood  be  intro- 
duced. The  observing  breeder  is  tbeouly  oue 
who  should  iubreed  at  all.  He  will  ever  be  ou 
the  alert  for  symptoms  of  degeueraey.  These, 
though  slight,  will  be  instantly  detected— and 
then  fresh  blood  must  be  introduced. 

What  is  the  best  method  of  introducing 
fresh  blood?  If  the  whole  Hock  shows  symp- 
toms of  deterioration,  the  best  method  i;  o 


purchase  an  unrelated  male;  but  if  only  a  few 
of  them -how  -uch  .->  niplouis,  the  following 
will  be  found  a  useful  method  of  introducing 
fresh  bhxsl :  Huy  oue  or  more  females  of 
unrelated  blood ;  mate  them  with  one  of  the 
Ones!  nf  the  Inbred  males;  from  their  progeny 
select  males  to  mate  with  the  flock.  These 
males  will  be  one-half  of  the  blood  of  tbe  flock, 
and  their  progeny  will  thus  have  three- 
fourths  of  the  blood  of  the  original  strain. 
The  result  w  ill  be  that  the  progeny  will  show 
many  of  the  characteristics  for  which  the 
breeder  has  been  striving. 

A  still  better  way  would  be  to  reduce  the 
blood  by  another  generation  before  introduc- 
ing the  males  to  the  general  flock.  If  this 
were  done,  tbe  resulting  progeny,  being  seven- 
eighths  of  the  original  blood,  there  would  lie 
introduced  practically  no  antagonistic  quali- 
ties; and  while  'he  danger  from  inbreeding 
would  be  arrested,  the  progress  towards  per- 
fection would  continue.  It  takes  some  trouble- 
to  do  this,  but  then  one  who  expeets  to 
succeed  as  a  breeder  must  be  willing  to  take 
trouble.  Skillful  breeding  is  an  art  that 
requires  know  ledge  and  painstaking,  and  he 
who  is  unwilling  to  acquire  the  one  or  to 
practice  the  other  is  uot  likely  to  make  a  shin- 
ing success  as  a  breeder. 

The  time  for  introducing  fresh  blood  can  be 
greatly  delayed  by  increasing  the  number  of 
years  used  in  breeding.  If  one  has  but  a 
single  pen,  it  will  not  be  long  before  fresh 
blood  will  be  required.  If  he  has  a  dozen 
pens,  and  mates  the  progeny  so  that  each  year 
the  males  are  from  a  different  peu  from  tbe 
females,  a  good  inauy  years  may  elapse  before 
the  fowls  are  so  inbred  that  fresh  blood  must 
lie  introduced.  Inasmuch  as  oue  must  keep 
within  his  strain  in  order  to  perfect  bis  fowls 
in  any  given  direction,  and  as  inbreediug  can- 
not be  continued  indefinitely  without  injury  to 
the  stock,  it  is  very  desirable  that  oue  should 
start  out  with  a  number  of  pens,  the  more 
the  better,  if  he  desires  to  secure  success  in 
any  definite  direction.  While  fresh  blood  at 
last  may  become  a  necessity,  the  louger  it  can 
be  delayed  the  better,  for  so  much  the  longer 
will  the  breeder  be  able  to  continue  in  the 
direct  line  of  improvement.  Of  course  if  one 
could  secure  fresh  blood  from  a  breeder  w  hose 
fowls  have  been  carefully  bred  for  the  same 
roil lt>,  it  would  be  safe  and  desirable  to  intro- 
duce It  frequently;  but  that  is  something  one 
can  seldom  do.  He  is  fortunate  if  he  can 
procure  fresh  blood  from  a  source  where  the 
fowls  have  not  been  bred  for  a  totally  different 
result.  One  should  seek,  however,  when  oue 
is  about  to  introduce  fresh  blood,  for  fowls 
bred  for  purposes  as  similar  to  bis  own  as 
possible.— H.  S.  Bahcock,  in  Country  Gentle- 
man. 


(  are  of  Young  Turkeys. 

Of  one  thing  there  must  be  a  certainty,  aud 
that  is,  that  they  arc  kept  free  from  lice  and 
mites.  Then  it  is  equally  certain  that  if  not 
careful  iu  the  use  of  remedies  for  these  the 
poults  may  be  killed.  A  little  pure  lard  on  the 
head,  around  vent,  and  on  the  wings  where 
the  flight  feathers  come  out,  may  be  used  to 
advantage,  but  too  much  is  absolutely  fatal. 

Ki  '  '1  nothing  for  twenty-four  hours.  Wheu 
you  take  them  oil"  the  nest  take  all  the  pip  off 
the  bill,  and  give  a  grain  of  black  pepper, 
cracked  w  ith  the  teeth.  Now  this  may  not  do 
one  particle  of  good,  but  from  childhood  I 
have  seen  it  practiced,  and  so  do  it.  If  possible, 
put  them  out  where  there  is  short  grass,  for 
there  is  nothing  a  poult  likes  better  than  grass. 
Milk  curd  is  the  best  food  I  ever  used  for 
young  turkeys.  Where  this  Is  scarce,  table 
scraps  are  very  tine.  I  know  a  lady  who 
hatched  and  raised  twenty-live  turkeys  with- 
out the  loss  of  one  until  they  were  grown,  and 
Bhe  simply  supplied  their  food  from  the  table, 
giving  lettuce  and  onions  as  green  food,  and 
buttermilk  or  sweet  milk  was  used  in  mixing 
feed. 

I  do  not  know  what  1  shall  do  for  wheat  this 
year.  It  will  be  pretty  hard  to  pay  one  dol- 
lar a  bushel  for  wheat,  but  the  turkeys  must 
be  fed,  so  I  shall  only  try  to  raise  a  small  flock 
at  home.  I  will  uot  have  to  buy  a  great  deal 
until  the  new  crop  comes  on,  and  if  we  do  not 
raise  it  we  can  buy  it  cheap.  1  like  a  little 
whole  wheat  put  in  the  feed  from  the  first. 
The  poults  do  not  get  it  at  first,  but  the  old 
mother  does,  and  by  the  time  they  are  old 
enough  to  eat  it  they  will  have  learned  how. 


It  is  very  bard  to  get  a  young  turkey  to 
cbauge  its  habits  of  eating.  If  you  commence 
feeding  them  in  a  plate,  it  is  hard  to  change  to 
a  pan  or  on  the  ground.  The  same  holds  true 
of  the  diet.  Whatever  they  learu  to  eat  at  first 
Is  what  they  want  until  they  are  grown.  I 
see  cracked  corn  fed  raw  is  highly  recom- 
mended for  young  turkeys  after  they  are  a 
few  weeks  old.  The  great  trouble  is  iu  feed- 
ing too  much.  If  they  are  fed  only  a  little 
while  when  very  young,  still  not  allowed  to 
get  hungry,  it  will  save  much  trouble.  If  the 
feed  could  be  scattered  and  the  turkeys  allowed 
to  hunt  for  it,  it  would  be  much  better  for 
them. 

Do  not  let  the  poults  get  wet.  I  am  trying 
to  plau  a  way  to  have  the  roost  ou  a  dirt  floor, 
yet  not  on  damp  earth.  1  think  the  dampness 
of  tbe  ground  gives  them  rheumatism,  or 
makes  them  delicate,  but  the  hen  mashes  the 
poults  on  a  plank  floor.  I  think  if  the  dirt  can 
be  throw  n  up  around  the  coop,  so  as  to  keep 
the  ground  dry,  it  will  be  better. —  Reliable 
Poultry  Journal. 


The  Curiosity  of  Hutches. 

We  sent  three  sittings  of  eggs  to  a  customer 
in  Vancouver,  B.  C,  in  March,  which  gave 
some  remarkably  curious  results.  The  three 
sittings  were  divided  among  three  people,  the 
one  who  transacted  the  business  receiving  the 
odd  egg,  there  being  forty  sent.  Iu  due  time 
a  report  came  back  as  follows : 

"  The  eggs  you  sent  me  some  weeks  ago  can 
now  be  reported  on  as  to  results.  Mr.  T.  had 
one  sitting,  (13  eggs).  The  result  of  his  hatch 
was  nine  live  chicks,  two  dead  in  shell,  two 
eggs  infertile. 

"Mrs.  P.  got  thirteen  eggs,  her  result  being 
four  live  chicks,  five  dead  in  shell,  four  infer- 
tile eggs. 

"  I  got  fourteen  eggs,  the  result  of  my  hatch 
being  four  live  chicks,  four  dead  in  shell,  one 
egg  rotten  (partly  fertile,  I  suppose),  and  five 
infertile  eggs.  One  of  my  bens  left  the  nest 
after  hatching  two  chicks,  and  thus  two  died. 
My  second  hen  hatched  two  chicks,  of  which 
one  died,  so  now  I  have  one  chick  left.  The 
chicks  dead  in  the  shell  were  almost  ready  to 
come  out  in  Mr.  T.'s  case  aud  mine,  while 
Mis.  l'.'s  died  evidently  at  about  the  fifteenth 
or  sixteenth  day. 

"The  result  "of  our  venture  up  to  date  is 
Mr.  T.  has  nine  live  chicks,  Mrs.  P.  has  four, 
and  I  have  one.  Of  course,  Mr.  T.  is  well 
pleased  with  his  hatch,  and  ready  enough  with 
sympathy  for  Mrs.  1\  aud  myself  in  our  poor 
success." 

Upon  receipt  of  that  letter  we  wrote  Mr.  C. 
that  we  would  send  him  duplicate  sittiugs  for 
Mrs.  1'.  aud  himself  if  he  cared  to  pay  the 
expressage,  but  he  wrote  back  declining  the 
offer  as  it  was  getting  late  iu  the  season,  and 
adding:  "You  thought  my  account  of  our 
hatching  experiences  amusing;  what  must 
you  think  then  of  the  rest  of  my  story?  I  set 
ninety  eggs  and  got  out  three  live  chicks,  of 
which  my  share  is  one  and  a  half.  I  had  no 
hens  that  wanted  to  sit,  so  I  gave  out  the  eggs 
to  others  on  the  condition  that  I  was  to  have 
half  when  the  hen  left  them.  The  result, 
then,  of  my  poultry  raising  so  far  this  year,  is 
oue  chick  from  the  sitting  you  sent  me  and 
one  and  a  half  chicks  from  the  ninety  eggs  of 
my  ow  n  that  were  set,  but  I  have  had  some 
experience,  aud  hope  I  have  learned  some- 
thing. 1  am  not  discouraged,  aud  shall  try 
again." 

This  letter  is  certainly  worth  printing,  as 
showing  what  good  courage  some  of  the 
poultry  raisers  have, and  what  difficulties  they 
have  to  surmount  before  thev  get  a  start. 


MARK KT  KI  \  H  AY. 

Kfjgs.  —  Trade  iu  eggs  has  been  slow  for  a 
few  days,  and  lUc.  is  the  highest  quotation 
for  the  general  run  of  western  eggs,  though  a 
few  fancy  marks  run  up  to  12c.  Receipts 
vary  iu  quality,  and  some  lots  are  dull  at  lf>fi 
lOic.  Eastern  fresh  sell  at  18@18ic,  with 
nearby  and  fancy  Ha  loc.  Jobbing>prtces  are 
I  n'.'c.  more.  The  stock  in  cold  storage  is  now 
134,812  cases. 

Poultry.  —  The  supply  of  poultry  is  small, 
aud  good  lots  of  fresh  killed  are  iu  good 
demand,  and  w  ould  bring  full  prices  if  ottered. 
Iced  fowls  are  steady  at  9c;  choice  fresh 
chickens.  lS<rJ0c;  fresh  fowls  are  quoted  at 
Hci Uc.,  though  but  few  are  offering. 


20  Books  FREE 

\\  IflMnfl  to  introduce  our  National  illustrated  semi- 
monthly. Farm  and  Hume,  which  now  huover^i.iM) 
eubecriberK,  to  IhuutiLnd*  ot  Dew  readers,  we  make  for  a 
limited  time  the  !■  Mowing  special  trial  offer. 

for  only  cent*  >  I"  'Jc  t>tampn  or  '>  dime*),  we  will 
send  Farm  and  Home  6  n,.  mheon  trial,  and  to  every 
d  free  and  postpaid,  %iO 
vulualHe  book.*,  a*  follows: 

AGuMeit  Dawn.    A  Novel.    liv  Charlotte  M.  liraeme. 

Alice,  the  Fu>her  Girl.    A  Novel.    By  Svlvanu*  Cobb,  Jr. 

A  Marriage  at  Sea.    A  Novel     By  Clark  RumcII. 

Between  two  Sins     A  Novel-    By  Charlotte  M.  Bracine. 

Called  Back.    A  Novel.    By  Hugh  Conway. 

David  Hunt.    A  Novel.    Bv  Mr*.  Ann  S  MevonB. 

Doria*  Fortune.    A  Novel.    Bv  Florence  Warden. 

Grimm's  Fairy  Stories  for  the  Vouog.  The  mo*>t  popular 
fairy  etoriea  ever  written. 

Manners  and  Customs  in  Far-Away  Land*-  An  Ml  utt  rated 
book  of  travels,  describing  the  peculiar  life,  habits  man- 
ners, and  customs  ot  the  people  of  foreign  countries. 

Miss  or  Mrs.    A  Novel.    By  Wilkie  Collins- 
Modem  Recitations.    A  large  collection  ol  the  most  popular 
recitations  in  prose  and  verse. 

My  Fellow  Laborer.    A  Novel.    By  H.  Rider  Hag-.'trd- 

Shadows  on  the  Snow.    A  Novel.   ByJJ.  L  Farjeou. 

Talca  of  Adventure.  A  collection  of  graphic  and  thrilling 
stories  of  adventure  on  land  and  tea. 

The  Cuban  Heiress.    A  Novel.    By  Mary  Kyle  Dallas. 

The  Heirto  Ashley.   A  Novel.    By  Mrs.  Alexander. 

The  l-ost  Bank  Note.   A  Novel.    By  Mn>.  Henrv  Wood. 

Tbe  Mvsterv  of  the  Holly  Tree.    Bv  Charlotte  M.  Braeine. 

The  W idow  Bedott  Papers.  By  Frances  M.Witcher.  The  hook 
over  which  your  grandmothers  laughed  till  they  encd. 

Valerie's  Fate.   A  Novel.   By  Mrs.  Alexander. 
They  are  published  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  many  of  them 

illustrated.   Each  contains  a  complete  first-class  novel  or 

other  work,  by  n  well-known  and  popular  author.   It  is  not  a 

large  number  of  novels  or  stories  hound  together  in  one  book. 

but  20  separate  and  distinct  pamphlet  books. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed,  or  money  refunded. 
Address,  mentioning  this  paper,  FARM  AM) 

HOME,  Springfield,  -Uass.,  or  Chicago,  111. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT.  50  cents, 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  ."50  rent*. 

Profitable  Poultry  Fanning,  25  cent*. 

A  Living  From  Poultry,         25  c«*nte« 

A  Pew  Kens,  monthly,  one  yr.  25  cents. 
All  the  above  for  81. OO.  Address 
MICHAEL  K.  BOYEK,  Hanunonton,  N.  J. 

YOUNG 
CHICKS 

Just  hatched  from 
B.  Plymouth  liucks 

aud 

S.  C.  Wh.  Leghorns 

at  8c.  apiece.  Distance 
no  objection.  Send  for 
circular. 

 JOS.  D.  WILSON.  Stockton,  X.J. 

THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  S&St**SSS 

for  poultry  houses,  coops,  roosts,  uest  boxes,  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  poultry  yard,  with  practical 
Information  on  their  construction.  Price  25  cents* 
CI5I2  QEPDDD  :""!  Poultry  Account  Book.  .Most 
tuu  nCuUnU  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept 
hook  of  the  kind:  for  one  or  ten  yards.  Price  iS cents. 
GUIDE  and  catalogue  of  other  hooks  free. 

H.  A.  Kl  HNS.  Box  400  C,  Atlanta.  Ga. 


If  you  want  a 

Bone  Gutter 

trv  the 

"DANDY." 

Send  to 

STBATTON  &  OSBOBNI, 

Erie,  Pa., 
for  catalogue  and  prices 


England  and  Russia 

want  to  be  considered  friendly.  But  they  can' t  offer 
us  such  safety  from  interference  as  Is  afforded  the 
flock  by  Intervention  of  Pa  ire  fence. 

PAfiK  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

«:{<»  AN   ACRE.    Five  acres.  $1.50.    Finest  sottt 
Long  Island.    Easy  terms,  no  interest. 
 W  II  I  I  1  I  I  M  1  .  .77  lir..a.l«ay.  N  ■  V . 

INDIAN  Game  eggs,  U  tor  S3:  Crushed  Oystea 
Shells.  St;.50,  and  M  iea  Pn  stal  Grit.  ST  per  ton. 
fl.KVKI.IMi  l'"l  l.rlI1   CO..   riattslmrgh.  N.Y. 

MONEY  IN  POULTRY.  CHICKENS.  TURKEYS.  DUCKS  AMD  GEESE. 

A  buyer's  guide  of  the  largest  poultry 
plant  in  the   northwest.  Over  1000  land 
,  and  water  fowls  for  sale.   Plan  and  view 
of  poultry  farm  tinely  Illustrated.  Kggs 
'  for  hatching  a  specialty.  Send  to  the  old 
reliable  breeder  for  a  catalogue,  lOcts, 
giving  many  valuable  hints  on  rajsiug 
poultry  ;  how  to  build  a  henhouse. 
K.  BRABAZON,  Sr..  L.  1).  A. 
Ol,  in  u-w  Farm.  Dylavan,  Wis. 


Your  hens  will  pay  you  a  bigger  prolit  for 
capital  invested  thau  anything  else  on  the  farm, 
if  you  keep  them  free  from  vermin,  and  give 
reasonable  care  aud  treatment.  A  little  neglect 
will  i-ost  you  many  dollars. — Maine  Fanner. 


STEEL  WEB  PICKET 

FENCE  FOR  LAWNS  AND  CEMETERIES. 

Steel  Gates,  Posts  and  Rail.   Cabled  Field  ond  Hoe 
Fence  with  or  without  lower  cable  burbed.  Cablea 
Poultry,  Garden  and  Rabbit  Fence. 
DEKALB  FENCE  CO.,  186  High  St.,  0E  KALB,  ILL. 

DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

COX'S  THOROUGHBRED 

Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  -  I  as  the  best.  Some  good  two  year  old 

breeding:  hens  for  sale  at  S3  each. 

Eggs.  S2  per  13 :  S3  per  i>9. 

H.  F.  COX,  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 
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Climate,  Temperature  and  Egg  Pro- 
duction. 

What  kiml  of  a  climate  is  best  suited  to 
poultry?  The  answer  based  ou  the  club 
reports  alone  would  be:  A  cold  climate,  the 
colder  the  better.  It  is  notable  as  one  looks 
over  these  reports  that  comparatively  few 
poor  ones  come  from  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  best  represented  of  the  far  northern 
states.  Taking  other  northern  states,  as  New 
York,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota,  it  is  fouud 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  reports  from 
each  state  are  of  flocks  doing  remarkably  good 
work.  Montana  and  "Washington  may  be 
omitted  from  this  category  of  northern  states, 
because  at  the  poiuts  in  these  states  from 
which  reports  come,  the  weatheT  for  this  past 
winter  at  least  seems  to  have  been  very  mild. 
Indeed  a  Savannah,  Ga.,  member  reports  some 
colder  weather  than  any  of  the  members  from 
Montana  and  Washington. 

Reports  from  southern  states  are  less 
numerous  than  from  northern  states.  The 
proportion  of  good  reports  (good  as  to  eggs) 
among  them  is  also  less. 

It  would  be  natural  to  expect  that  in  a 
district  having  a  mild  winter  climate  hens 
would  jay  better  during  the  winter  than  in  a 
region  where  the  winters  are  severe.  Such  a 
conclusion  is  logical,  if  it  is  true  that  to  make 
hens  lay  in  winter  we  must  reproduce  summer 
or  spring  conditions  ;  but,  here  are  seen  hens 
in  our  coldest  districts  laying,  generally, 
better  than  hens  in  the  warmest  areas;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  best  layers  in  all  sec- 
tions laying  about  alike.  So  that  the  recipe 
for  making  hens  lay  in  winter  needs  a  little 
explanation.  Before  the  explanation  is  com- 
pleted we  may  find  a  possible  and  plausible 
reason  for  southern  hens  not  averaging  as 
well  as  their  northern  sisters,  and  for  some 
hens  far  to  the  north  doing  just  as  well  as  any 
located  where  the  climate  is  more  moderate. 

To  make  hens  lay  in  winter,  and  to  keep 
them  laying,  we  must  try  to  reproduce 
summer  or  spring  conditions,  not  as  to  abso- 
lute temperature,  but  as  to  changes  in  temper- 
ature. Throughout  the  spring  changes  in  the 
weather  are  frequent,  and  sometimes  very 
trying,  but  the  season  is  constantly  advancing . 
Changes  to  lower  temperatures  come  and 
have  their  effect,  but  the  period  of  low  tem- 
perature is  usually  of  short  duration,  and  is 
followed  by  weather  more  favorable  than  that 
which  preceded  it  —  so,  before  a  bad  change 
has  had  time  to  seriously  affect  the  fowls,  a 
good  change  comes,  and  they  quickly  recuper- 
ate. This  is  the  case  generally  after  February 
1st.  During  the  fall  and  early  winter  the 
changes  go  from  bad  to.worse,  and  unless  the 
poultry  keeper  is  prepared  to  minimize  the 
effects  of  the  changes  his  hens  are  soon  in 
such  condition  that  though  not  downright 
sick,  they  cannot  lay.  The  northern  poultry- 
man  builds  warm  houses,  because  he  knows 
that  in  cold  houses  his  hens  will  freeze  their 
combs  or  feet.  These  effects  of  cold  are  pain- 
fully apparent.  The  poultry  keeper,  so  far 
south  that  there  is  practically  no  danger  of  a 
frost  that  would  freeze  the  combs  of  the 
fowls,  too  often  fails  to  consider  that  his 
fowls  are  exposed  to  changes  which,  while 
not  producing  such  local  effects  as  frost  bites, 
have  the  same  general  effect  ou  the  system. 
The  reader  will  more  readily  appreciate  this 
if  he  will  recall  how,  when  the  thermometer 
had  been  up  near  100  degrees  for  a  week,  he 
felt  it  uncomfortably  cool  when  the  mercury 
dropped  to  SO  degrees.  One  feels  that  change 
just  as  much  as  in  winter  he  feels  a  change  of 
from,  say,  freezing  to  10  degrees  or  12  degrees 
above  zero. 

Instead  of  being  at  a  disadvantage  because 
of  the  cold,  the  poultrymau  in  the  north  really 
has  an  advantage  by  reason  of  the  cold  being 
of  such  a  degree  that  he  cannot  help  seeing  its 
effects ;  and  it  is  probably  true  that  given 
proper  care  hens  will  lay  just  as  well  in  one 
climate  as  in  another,  provided  the  climate  is 
one  the  hen  is  capable  of  enduring,  and  pro- 
vided the  hens  are  acclimated. 

Yet  if  the  poultry  keeper  located  toward  the 
south  would  make  proper  provision  for  his 
hens,  it  seems  to  me  he  should  be  able  to 
accomplish  the  same  results  with  less  labor,  at 
less  cost  than  his  northern  neighbor,  and  con- 
sequently with  greater  profit.  I  notice  in 
reading  over  the  reports  that  t be  further  north 
we  go  the  more  generally  careful  we  find  the 
poultry  men. 


They  realize  that  the  changes  in  temperature 
must  be  provided  for,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
anticipated,  while  the  poultrymen  further 
south  are  more  disposed  to  attribute  poor 
results  to  anything  and  everything  but  the 
changes, in  temperature.  As  with  some  people 
the  idea  obtains  that  whatever  does  not  kill  a 
fowl  outright  cannot  be  injurious  to  fowls,  so 
some  are  unable  to  understand  that  hens  can 
be  injured  by  a  degree  of  cold  not  sufficient  to 
nip  their  combs.  Most  of  the  reports  show 
variable  weather  throughout  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year.  The  variations,  however, 
were  rarely  great  enough  to  cause  a  diminution 
in  the  egg  yield.  An  exception  to  the  usual 
slight  variations  was  the  big  blizzard  of  Jan- 
uary 30  —  February  1.  The  greatest  force  of 
the  blizzard  was  expended  along  the  New 
England  coast,  but  the  storm  and  falling  tem- 
perature appear  to  have  been  general  all  over 
the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States,  and  there 
were  very  few  reports  which  did  not  show  a 
reduced  egg  supply  following  this  storm. 
Some  fowls  in  very  comfortable  quarters  were 
not  affected  by  it,  and  a  few  reports  show 
how  the  egg  yield  was  kept  up  by  iucreasiug 
the  corn  in  the  ration. 

The  common  effect  of  the  minor  variations 
•  in  weather  was  to  keep  rising  egg  records 
stationary  while  bad  weather  lasted.  Then 
with  moderate  weather  the  numbers  in  the 
egg  column  would  mount  higher  until  checked 
by  another  fall  in  temperature.  This  was  the 
rule  where  hens  were  fairly  well  housed  and 
cared  for.  With  the  best  of  accommodations 
and  extra  care  some  flocks  were  kept  quite  up 
to  the  high  water  mark  of  winter  egg  produc- 
tion. Where  houses  were  very  poor,  or  care 
indifferent,  and  especially  where  these  two 
conditions  were  fouud  together,  very  few  eggs 
were  laid  until  late  in  March,  the  time  when 
hens  can  hardly  help  laying. 

In  its  last  analysis  the  question  of  changes  in 
weather  is  a  question  of  houses,  food  and 
intelligent  care.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to 
control  the  weather,  but  we  can  protect  our 
fowls,  as  we  do  ourselves,  from  its  ill  effects. 
I  have  always  been  one  of  those  who  believed 
that  an  intelligent  man  or  woman  could  not 
long  have  the  care  of  fowls  without  coming  to 
know  better  than  the  fowls  themselves  what 
was  best  for  them.  To  tell  the  truth, "it  has 
always  seemed  to  me  that  fowls  were  not  only 
lacking  in  intelligence,  such  as  we  find  in  the 
horse,  the  dog,  and  the  cow,  but  that  they 
were  somewhat  deficient  in  instinct, —  always 
except  the  instinct  for  incubation,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  wonderful  of  all.  Perhaps 
their  intellectual  powers  are  latent.  With  a 
little  patience  they  can  be  taught  a  few  things 
which  render  them  much  more  manageable ; 
but  taking  fowls  as  we  have  them  now  we  see 
that  they  will  persist  in  roosting  in  the  most 
exposed  places,  after  becoming  habituated  to 
a  place  of  roosting,  rather  than  go  to  a  shel- 
tered spot  close  by;  and  that  in  their  choice  of 
foods  they  often  prefer  articles  in  kind  or 
quantity  not  good  for  them,  either  from  the 
artificial  standpoint  of  what  we  require  of  our 
fowls,  or  from  the  natural  standpoint  of  what 
best  serves  to  promote  the  health  of  the 
individual  and  the  preservation  of  the  species. 

A  sensible  person  puts  on  heavier  or  lighter 
clothing,  adapted  to  each  season,  as  the 
weather  is  warmer  or  colder;  if  obliged  to  be 
out  in  the  cold  he  fortifies  himself  against  it 
by  a  good  warm  breakfast,  and  further  wards 
off  ill  effects  by  a  hearty  supper,  of  which  the 
prominent  dish  is  one  whose  components  are 
best  suited  to  counteract  the  effects  of  cold 
and  exposure.  A  poultrymau  looking  for  the 
best  possible  results  from  his  hens  must  pro- 
vide for  them  as  he  would  for  himself. 

In  ;ui  article  published  some  months  ago,  I 
described  how  we  used  to  drive  our  hens  into 
the  houses  on  the  approach  of  a  cold  wind, 
and  increase  the  heating  elements  in  their 
ration,  thus  minimizing  the  effects  of  the  cold. 
From  my  examination  of  these  reports  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  fact  that  we  fed  a 
great  variety  of  foods,  so  keeping  our  fowls  in 
the  best  of  physical  condition,  had  quite  as 
much  to  do  with  keeping  up  the  egg  yield  as 
the  simple  addition  of  heating  elements  to  the 
ration.  Rugged  fowls,  like  rugged  people' do 
not  suffer-so  much  from  changeable  weather. 

There  is  not  space  here  to  tabulate  the 
matter  of  the  reports,  but  I  may  mention  some 
of  the  things  so  prominent  that  one  cannot 
avoid  seeing  them.  While  it  is  difficult  to  say 
in  each  case  how  much  of  the  credit  for  a 


stable  egg  yield  should  go  to  each  particular 
cause  which  operated  to  keep  it  stable,  it  is 
clear  that  the  hens  fed  a  mixture  of  grains  in 
the  evening,  with  foods  in  good  variety  for  the 
other  meals,  were  less  influenced  in  their  lay- 
ing by  changes  of  temperature  than  any  others 
—  less  thau  those  fed  a  variety  of  grains,  but 
in  a  daily  rotation,  and  less  than  those  fed 
corn  only  on  cold  nights.  Hens  regularly  fed 
corn  in  the  evenings  were  as  much  affected  by 
changes  of  temperature  as  hens  fed  regularly 
with  wheat,  oats,  or  any  other  grain. 

Large  flocks,  as  a  rule,  were  less  influenced 
by  weather  variations  than  small  ones  practi- 
cally in  the  same  conditions.  This  was,  no 
doubt,  because  the  large  number  of  fowls  kept 
each  other  warm.  Hens  in  very  warm  houses, 
where  not  overcrowded  laid  in  bad  weather 
better  than  those  in  "fairly  comfortable" 
houses.  The  trouble  with  the  house  "  fairly 
comfortable  "  in  ordinary  weather  is  that  in 
extreme  cold  weather  it  is  not  at  all  comfort- 
able. 

I  have  tried  to  get  more  light  on  the  scratch- 
ing shed  question,  to  learn,  if  the  reports  will 
teach  it,  why,  other  things  being  apparently 
equal,  one  lot  of  hens  in  a  scratching  shed 
house  falls  off  in  laying  during  a  spell  of  bad 
weather  through  which  another  lot  make  a 
steady  gain.  In  the  case  in  point  the  gain 
was  made  during  the  blizzard  weather  of  Jan- 
uary and  February.  I  happen  to  know  that 
the  house  in  question  is  a  very  warm  one,  con- 
structed quite  regardless  of  expense,  and  is  in 
a  very  sheltered  situation.  Further,  the 
number  of  hens  in  the  house  was  small,  so  that 
even  if  confined  to  the  roosting  room  they 
were  not  crowded.  This  with  my  observation 
of  a  number  of  other  cases  where  the  egg 
yield  was  kept  well  up  in  scratching  shed 
houses  in  spite  of  changeable  weather,  sug- 
gests to  me  that  possibly  the  best  way  to  use 
this  style  of  house  is  to  make  the  closed  roost- 
ing room  and  the  open  shed  of  equal  floor 
dimensions,  and  litter  all  floor  space,  feeding 
the  grain  in  both  floors;  but  in  fine  weather 
putting  the  greater  part  in  the  floor  of  the 
open  shed — and  when  the  weather  was  so  bad 
that  the  curtains  of  the  shed  had  to  be  closed 
putting  most  of  the  grain  in  the  floor  of  the 
roosting  room.  This  arrangement  would  also 
slightly  increase  the  capacity  of  the  house. 

There  has  been  some  very  poor  laying  in 
warm  tight  houses,  due,  I  think,  to  their  not 
being  properly  ventilated.  A  tight  housethat 
cannot  be  well  opened  on  a  warm  day  is  as 
bad  as  a  house  that  cannot  be  kept  warm  on  a 
cold  day;  the  results  are  precisely  the  same. 
When  a  house  becomes  too  warm  through  the 
sunshiny  hours,  the  change  from  day  to  night 
temperature  in  the  house  is  as  great  as  the 
change  from  comfortable  at  mid-day  to  too 
cold  at  night  in  a  poorly  constructed  house. 

The  reports  for  October,  November  and 
December  will  furnish  the  most  valuable  data 
of  the  effects  of  changes  of  temperature  on  egg 
production,  for  then  changes  go  from  bad  to 
worse.  No  matter  how  they  are  housed,  it 
takes  skill  to  make  hens  lay  at  that  season. 
Even  skill  sometimes  finds  itself  at  fault.  The 
few  points  brought  out  in  this  article  will,  I 
hope,  indicate  to  those  most  interested  how 
they  can  improve  on  methods  which  in  the 
past  have  been  tolerably  satisfactory.  For 
myself  lean  say  that  the  study  of  the  relations 
of  food  and  temperature  to  egg  production 
makes  one  think  that  mixing  grains  when  fed 
is  better  than  to  feed  first  one,  then  another, 
then,  sometimes  another  at  the  same  meal,  as 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  doing.  That  way 
worked  very  well ;  the  other  seems  to  work 
better.  As  I  was  situated  it  was  not  more 
work  to  feed  the  way  I  did  than  to  feed  the 
grains  in  a  mixture,  for  the  rule  was  little  and 
often.  John  H.  Robinson. 
 1  

DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG 
BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  pigeons.  You  will 
make  no  mistake  in  ordering  our 
bands;  25cts.  per  doz.;  40  cts. 
lor  twodoz.;  $1.25 per  100.  Senator 
cir.  giving  particulars  and  testi- 
monials. W.J.  DECK  ICR  &  CO., 
Cresskill,  N.J. 

FOR  POULTRY. 

Bone  Meal      -      -       PerlOOfbBag,  $2.50 

Granulated  Bone  -           100  B>  "  2.00 

Ground  Beef  .Scraps       "  100  lb  '*  2.SO 

Calcite       -      -     -        "  200  Th  "  1.50 

Crushed  Flint  -     -        "  200  lb  "  1.50 

CrusuedOysler  Shells     "  200  ft>  "  1.50 

Price  List  and  Samples  free.  Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  freight  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberal  dis- 
counts on  large  quantities  to  Dealers. 

YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 


TO  MRS.  PINKHAM 


Prom  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Budd,  of  Pat- 
chogue,  New  York. 


Mrs.  Budd,  in  the  following-  letter, 
tells  a  familiar  story  of  weakness  and 
suffering-,  and  thanks  Mrs.  Pinkharn 
for  complete  relief: 

"  Deab  Mks.  Pinkham: — I  think  it  is 
my  duty  to  write 
to  you  and  tell  you 
what  Lydia 
E.  Pinkham's 
Vegetable 
Compound 
has  done  for 
me.  I  feel  like 
another  woman. 
I  had  such  dread- 
ful headaches 
through  my 
,  temples  and 
;  on  top  of  my 
head,  that  I 
nearly  went 
crazy;  was  also 
troubled  with 
chills,  was  very 
weak;  my  left 
side  from  my 
shoulders  to 
my  waist  pain- 
ed me  terribly.  I  could  not  sleep  for 
the  pain.  Plasters  would  help  for  a 
while,  but  as  soon  as  taken  off,  the  pain 
would  be  just  as  bad  as  ever.  Doctors 
prescribed  medicine,  but  it  gave  me  no 
relief. 

"Now  I  feel  so  well  and  strong, 
have  no  more  headaches,  and  no 
pain  in  side,  and  it  is  all  owing  to 
your  Compound.  I  cannot  praise  it 
enough.  It  is  a  wonderful  medicine. 
I  recommend  it  to  every  woman  I 
know." 

VAN  buken  poultry  yards. 

187  acres  range.    Young  stock  for  sale.    While  and 
Barred  Plymouth   Rocks,  Bronze  Turkeys,  Pckin 
Ducks.  Write  for  what  von  want. 
 J.  .1.  OLKMKKT,  South  Haven.  M'ch. 

MUST    BE  SOLD. 

50  yearling  Buff  Leghorn  hens  aud  one  cock.  At  a 
positive  bargain.  These  were  all  farm  raised  from 
Arnold  and  Sherman  stock  direct,  and  have  laid 
splendidly  for  us,  and  no  doubt  will  for  you.  Also  fa 
few  of  our  Lan.  breeders  full  sisters  to  our  Boston 
and  Haverhill  winners. 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 

Miethuen. 

Address,  BATTY  BROS. 

Box  106,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

A  Laying  Hen 

Is  a  money  maker.  My 

BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 

are  scientifically  mated  and  bred  for  egg  production. 
Catalogue  free. 

A.  W.  McC'ALLUM,  Sibley,  Iowa. 


Grow 

More  plentiful  ev- 
ery day  when  hens 
are  not  molested 
by  lice  and  other 
vermin. 

Pm  Dm  Qm  POWdef 

prevents  this  most 
effectually,  and  the 
fowls  are  left  unharrassed  by  these 
annoying  pests,  and  are  free  to  derive 
benefit  from  food  and  rest.  In  con- 
sequence they  will  reward  their  owner 
by  such  a  plentiful  supply  of  eggs 
that  will  more  than  pay  for  the  cost 
of  the  powder  used.  Saves  the  lives 
of  chickens. 

Pm  Dm  Qm  Powder 

is  in  no  way  poisonous.  It  could 
even  be  taken  internally  without  do- 
ing harm,  and  it  is  non-explosive. 

Sold  by  all  poultry  supply  and  hardware 
dealers,  sporting  goods  houses,  grocers 
and  druggists.  One-pound  boxes  25c; 
five  pound  bags,  $1,  of  your  dealer. 
Postage  1  ct.  an  ounce  extra  if  of  us. 

WORCESTER    COMPOUND  CO., 
WORCESTER,  MASS. 
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PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 


In  ihit  department  a'l  publuhed  mutter  prrtalnin'j  tu 
llu  BtptrtiHtM  Club  and  ill  \turk  uit  I appear.  We 
uanl  eeery  numb,  r  to  feel  perfectly  free  to  ait  i/uei- 
tttjiii  and  mate  lU'jijetlioni.  liimuiont  of  tupicttwj- 
getted  to  rueiuoert  by  their  oien  record  theett  are 
especially  desired. 

To lals  ami  Averages  lor  Muy. 

(  iiiii|>ili-<l  from  Keporlx  itf  Mi-mlM-rn  »f  tin- 
Kv|H*rliiii*iit  Club. 

(Fraction*  ure  approximate). 


No.  of  lii'iis. 

Avt-nifte. 

Marred  I'.  Itock-, 

1800 

17*04 

13  + 

White  1'.  ItiK'k^, 

1G1 

1940 

12  1-S 

Buff  l'.  Boclu, 

111 

103 

12  + 

While  \\  y;iiid..ttcs. 

eos 

8904 

1 2  5-6 

.Silver  Wyandotte*, 

.'ki 

581 

10  3-9 

ituiv  Itynfdottea, 

1UT> 

13  1-8 

1     .  .  1. 1     ■  i    \V  iPi,'..!lt~ 
\  Ull'lt  II    \1   \  illl'KUM 

till 

1114 

18  1-2 

while  Wonder*, 

70 

IMitJ 

0  4-7 

( '-oruish  Indian  < iaincs, 

4 

39 

s  :;-i 

S.  < '.  White  1..    ii..ri i - . 

721 

11524 

10  — 

It.  »  '.  While  Leghorn-, 

30 

402 

13  2-5 

B.  C.  Brown  Leghorni3 

.'.»;;  i 

B871 

14  2-3 

It.  C.  Brown  Leghorn*, 

20 

373 

is  18-20 

Hull'  Leghorns, 

8 

140 

is  5-s 

1  ><>niiiii<|iie  l.i'.'hiiru>. 

5 

SI 

10  1-5 

Hliiek  I.e^'hiirus, 

12 

187 

15  7-12 

Black  Minorca*, 

4.*> 

S01 

10  4-5 

rVnconaa, 

II 

180 

10  4-11 

Boudpns, 

III 

268 

20  4-5 

Black  Spanish, 

3 

82 

10  2-3 

Bluett  Langaban's, 

M 

673 

12  1-2 

Light  Brahman, 

74 

738 

o  (Mf 

1  >:i rk  lirahuias, 

9 

47 

5  2-0 

Hull'  ( 'ochtna, 

'.'4 

237 

0  7-8 

White  Cochins, 

5 

69 

13  4-5 

Mixed  varieties, 

1250 

17J77 

13  5-0 

<  'ros-.es, 

804 

1804 

14  1-3 

Grades, 

hi 

703.J 

17  — 

Mongrels, 

109 

•JT.Vi 

18  4-5 

Grand  total-. 

6195 

silt;  is 

14  + 

l'ckin  ducks, 

8 

113 

14  1-s 

There  is  quite  a  falling  nil'  in  the  number  of 
hens  reported  for  .May.  The  •■renter  part  of 
this  Is  ilue  to  reihietions  iii  some  of  the  larger 
llocks.  One  of  these  was  reduced  1  «y  over  100 
from  April  to  .May,  and  reductions  of  10,20, 
40  or  more,  have  liecn  <|uite  common.  Then 

some  of  our  membera,  particularly  on  farms, 
find  it  Impossible  to  keep  the  birds  they  have 
lieen  reporting  separate  from  their  main  Mocks 
through  the  Milliliter.  A  ntimlier  so  i situated 
have  notified  us  that  they  can  send  no  more 
reports  at  present,  hut  will  hegin  again  in  the 
fall.  As  in  April,  the  DOn-sittlng  varieties  are 
in  the  lead, though  if  the  average  were  tnadeup 
reckoning  only  the  hens  of  other  varieties  actu- 
ally laying,  the  difference  between  sitters  and 
nM-fJttera  would  be  very  much  reduced. 
.Many  Brahman, Plymouth  Bocks,  Wynndottes, 
etc.,  were  cither  sitting  or  running  with  broods 

during  May.  We  look  to  see  some  good  lay- 
ing from  these  varieties  during  June  ami  the 
early  part  of  July. 

FihmIIiik  (Inn1  ii  llay. 
Some  months  ngo  we  called  attention  to  the 
statement  of  a  tnemlicr  w  ho  fed  his  fowls  hut 
once  a  ilay    •  about  7  P.  M.,in  January.  At 
the  same  time  w  c  asked  for  the  particulars  of 

his  feeding,  These  have  never  been  given, 

hut  we  have  none  the  less  been  interested  in 
\\  niching  the  work  of  his  Mock.  There  wi  re 
in  it,  .January  I.  60  In  ns.  White  Wonders. 
By  June  I  Ihis  number  had  been  reduced  to 

63.  The  average  egg  yield  by  months  wfts, 

January  .0  1-2;  February . 0  1-5 ;  March,  13  1-6; 
April,  0;  May,  s  1-2.  We  cannot  see  a  profit 
in  such  an  t'fiil  yield  as  that.  If  there  i>  any 
profit  or  any  satisfaction  in  keeping  hens  that 
way  we  would  like  to  know  it.  The  reports 
arc  neat,  concise  and  accurate.  We  would 
Judge  from  them  that  this  man  is  one  who 
would  not  keep  hens  for  nothing,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  club  we  would  ask  him  to  tell  u s 
more  -  all  —  about  his  poultry  keeping. 

• 

Two  Years'  Hatching  Keports. 

•'  As  you  say  in  your  paper  that  you  like 
records  of  all  kinds.  1  give  my  batching  records 
for  1S07-'S.  I  have  always  kept  two  males  in 
each  pen,  on  the  jealousy  plau  — with  alxmt 
20  hens.  This  was  from  observing  my  father's 
flock  of  150  hens  and  3  roosters,  and  eggs 


almost  M  fertile,  though  one  or  two  roosters 
■pent  alujul  all  their  lime  keeping  out  of  sight 
of  the  l>o»«  roo-ter." 

The  record*  for  1897  cover  the.  period  from 
Feb.  2s  to  Oct.  5;  those  for  1WW  from  Feb.  29 
to  May  15.  A  000-cgg  incubator  was  used, 
and  Its  work  supplemented  by  ben».  For  the 
purposeof  comparing  the  natural  and  Artificial 
method-,  we  give  the  figures  for  the  two 
separate : 


u 

t:  llK.ss.— 1807. 

Hale. 

> 

Xu.  efgfs 

(hicks 

Is  i»  1  •■  1  nil 

February  2s, 

0 

72 

50 

March  22, 

- 

100 

01 

March  27, 

4 

52 

April  3, 

1 

01 

44 

April  s, 

5 

05 

45 

April  13, 

o 

BU 

31 

April  10, 

52 

38 

April  17, 

0 

'  26 

20 

April  18, 

1 

13 

0 

April  19, 

1 

13 

11 

1  Ml.ll  HI 

Apl  II 

o 

20 

24 

April  25, 

13 

172 

123 

April  29, 

15 

100 

145 

May  8, 

10 

130 

101 

May  U, 

3 

30 

31 

May  17, 

12 

100 

117 

May  10, 

1 

13 

7 

May  22, 

7 

98 

70 

July  2, 

■> 

28 

24 

July  :;. 

2 

28 

20 

July  20, 

1 

14 

9 

i  ictobcr  5, 

1 

14 

12 

no 

1441 

1015 

In 

Incubator.— 1S97. 

Dale. 

<».  c^'^s.  Chicks  liatcliM 

February 

28, 

111 

23 

March  24 

570 

200 

April  15, 

570 

281 

May  7, 

000 
1803 

401 

005 

Total  eggs  set, 

3304 

Total  chicks 

hatched, 

1920 

Chicks 

Lmrieil, 

1200 

Chicks  lived 

720 

Under  Hems.— 1898. 

Date. 

Nu.  hens* 

Xu.  eggs 

Chicks 

hatched 

April  8, 

0 

78 

00 

April  11, 

o 

39 

31 

April  12, 

2 

20 

21 

April  10, 

3 

39 

33 

April  20, 

9 

117 

00 

April  20, 

s 

104 

30 

April  21, 

5 

05  ' 

53 

April  20, 

14 

182 

120 

April  20, 

0 

78 

54 

May  15, 

20 

200 

•ISO 

70 

0S8 

000 

In 

lNflllATOK.--IS1>S. 

Dale. 

N 

•  i.  eggs.  Chicks  ImtchM. 

February  20, 

152 

88 

March  27 

588 

224 

April  19, 

500 

340 

May  10, 

570 

300 

is7«;  002 

Total  eggs  set ,  2S04 
Total  chirks  hatched,  1652 
(  hicks  lost  to  date  (about),  500 
The  hens  hatched  in  '07  70  per  cent  of  eggs 
given  them:  the  incubator  40  per  cent.  In 
|s:is  t lie  record  for  the  hens  is  a  fraction  less 
than  70  per  cent;  for  the  incubator  51  per 
cent. 

The  loss  of  chicks  is  much  heavier  than  it 
should  lie.  Twenty  per  eeut  is  a  htiOVy  lota 
of  chicks  hatched,  and  here  the  loss  was  in 
■'•7.  62  per  cent  ;  in  'OS,  to  date.  30  per  cent. 

Speaking  of  the  losses  last  y  ear,  the  member 
says,  ••(iucss  I  raised  a  few  gray  hairs  over 
the  bury  ing  racket,  but  I  raised  over  300  line 
cross  bred  pullets,  and  over  890  broilers.  The 
eggs  were  worth  only  $50  that  it  cost  to  hatch 
them, 'SO  I  had  a  protit  in  spite  of  my  igno- 
rance." 

Still  there  might  be  greater  protit,  and  we 
think  he  needs  to  give  special  study  to  chick 
problems.  Laying  and  hatching  questious  be 
seems  to  have  mastered. 

Notes  ami  Queries. 

Substitutes  for  Wheat. 

A  Brookly  n,  X.  Y., member  remarks,  under 
date  of  May  14  :  "  Wheat  is  hardly  for  sale  in 
New  York  in  the  retail  feed  houses,  so  lam 
obliged  to  substitute,  aud  we  use  a  mixture  of 


dent  and  flint  corn,  rye  grown  on  my  farm, 
aud  heavy  oats."  On  this  diet  the  hens  are 
laying  fairly  well,— about  as  well  as  when 
they  were  fed  some  wheat  in  April.  They 
w  ere  not  fed  heavily  of  wheat  at  any  time, 
hdnce  there  w  as  no  abrupt  change  to  the  sub- 
stitute grains.  One  is  very  fortuuate  to  be 
able  to  get  heavy  oat*  this  spring.  There  is 
quite  geiier.il  complaint  among  poultrymeu 
near  liostou  of  the  quality  of  the  oats  purchas- 
able ;  much  of  the  oats  offered  for  sale  is  unfit 
for  food,  the  grains  not  being  filled  out. 

• 

How  It  Happens. 

Commenting  on  a  very  low  egg  yield  for  a 
certain  day  ,  a  lady  says  :  "  I  do  not  see  why  1 
got  so  few  eggs  today."  We  think  if  she  will 
carefully  read  the  article,  "  How  Many  Days 
Will  a  Hen  Lay  in  Succession,"  in  the  June  1st 
issue,  she  will  find  suggestions  there  which 
throw  some  light  on  the  matter.  A  question 
like  this  is  a  matter  of  some  importance  to 
many  amateurs,  because  it  often  happeus  that 
if  the  egg  yield  is  very  low  for  a  single  day 
the  keeper  of  the  fowls  concludes  at  once  that 
there  is  something  wrong,  and  in  a  hurried 
attempt  to  right  an  imaginary  wrong  creates 
a  real  one.  Iu  this  particular  case  the  low 
egg  yield  was  not  repeated  on  the  succeeding 
day-,  it  was  simply  a  case  of  the  "  oil* days" 
for  most  of  the  hcus  in  the  flock  happening  to 
coincide. 

• 

Damaged  Grain,  Again. 

The  question  of  feeding  damaged  grain  is 
always  interesting,  anything  concerning  it 
acceptable  to  our  readers.  Ilere  is  a  man 
who  is  feeding  sprouted  wheat,  making  it  the 
morning  feed  iu  a  daily  ration  which  contains 
a  mash  at  noou  and  cracked  corn  iu  the 
cveuiug.  His  heus  are  a  cross  of  the  Indian 
Gauie  and  Brown  Leghorn.  Their  average 
for  the  month  is  19  eggs  apiece.  There  are  24 
hens  in  the  flock.  Six  were  broody  at  different 
times  during  the  mouth.  Iu  March  and  April 
the  flock  w  as  fed  heavily  of  buckwheat.  The 
reports  for  the  three  months  indicate  that  as 
an  egg  producer  the  sprouted  wheat  was  very 
much  better  than  the  buckwheat.  The  price 
paiiLfor  the  damaged  wheat  was  70  cents  per 
bushel,  at  a  time  when  sound  wheat  was  sell- 
ing for  more  tbau  double  that  figure. 


l'i -iincny  of  Four  Hens.— Fat  Hens  as  Layers 
and  Breeders. 

Showing  how  many  chicks  may  be  produced 
from  a  given  uuiubcr  of  hens,  we  quote  from 
the  remarks  of  a  lady  in  Illinois  who  furnishes 
the  club  with  a  report  for  a  breeding  peu  of 
4  Barred  P.  Rocks : 

"  From  the  eggs  laid  by  these  four  heus  I 
have  hatched  210  chicks,  with  two  sittings 
still  uuder  heus." 

That  is  certainly  good  hatching,  and  good 
fertility. 

The  same  report  contains  some  other  items 
of  interest,  as,  "One  pullet  is  very  large, 
seems  overburdened  with  fat,  but  has  always 
seemed  well,  laid  well,  and  has  never  offered 
lo  -it.  Her  eggs  hatch  better  than  the  others, 
if  there  is  any  choice  where  all  hatch  so  well." 

Statements  like  that  make  one  stop  aud 
think:  because  if  this  heu's  eggs  wece  not 
hatching  well  and  her  owner  were  to  write  us 
for  advice,  describing  the  condition  and 
appearance  of  the  fowl,  we  would  probably 
say  w  ithout  hesitation  that  her  eggs  were  not 
fertile  because  she  was  overfat.  As  the  ease 
stands  the  hen,  while  very  fat,  lays  well,  aud 
her  eggs  hatch  uncommonly  well,  so  that  it  is 
clear  that  an  excess  of  fat  does  not  invariably 
cause  a  small  egg  yield  of  infertile  eggs.  It 
seems  to  us  that  what  is  needed  in  investiga- 
tions along  this  line  is  for  a  competent  person 
to  make  a  special  study  of  the  relations  between 
physical  condition  and  fecundity.  Such 
investigations  might  be  expected  to  result  in 
discoveries  of  immense  practical  value  to 
poultrymeu. 

The  subject  of  feeding  corn  is  touched  on  in 
the  same  remarks:  "I  have  wondered  if 
climate  doesn't  have  something  to  do  with  this 
question  of  feeding  corn.  Perhaps  it  is  a 
natural  food  in  the  states  in  which  rt  is  grown. 
1  have  fed  it  almost  exclusively  this  season 
(except  in  the  mash,  and  that  is  oue-third 
com,  the  remainder  bran  and  middlings) ; 
several  broods  of  my  little  chicks  have  had  a 
few  feeds  of  rolled  oats  and  broken  rice,  and 


after  that  have  eaten  mash  ami  dry  cracked 
corn,  and  they  are  growing,  seem  healthy  .  "ml 

have  less  bowel  disease  than  in  any  season 
before." 

Looking  over  this  last,  aud  referring  to  pre- 
vious reports,  we  fiud  that  the  case  is  stated  a 
little  too  strougly  as  to  feeding  corn  '"almost 
exclusively  a  if  the  reference  is  applied  to  the 
breeding  pen,  for  this  pen.  while  fed  heavily 
of  corn,  is  often  given  wheat  and  oats.  Pos- 
sibly the  statement  is  made»with  reference  to 
the  main  flocki  If  so  we  think  the  club  would 
be  interested  iu  a  statement  showing  the 
relative  work  of  this  pen  and  the  larger  flock. 

•  .  * 

A  member  records  in  the  middle  of  May  a 
batch  of  7  chicks  from  a  sittiug  of  eggs  laid  in 
February,  packed  in  bran,  and  turned  every 
other  day  until  placed  uuder  the  hen. 

Feeding  Millet. 

"  Wheat  is  high  iu  price,  and  I  have  fed 
considerable  millet,  but  can  form  no  conclu- 
sion. Please  ask  the  members  of  the  club 
their  experience  with  it  for  lay  ing  hens." 

We  hope  any  and  all  of  the  readers  of  the 
paper  who  have  had  experience  in  feeding 
millet,  especially  feeding  it  heavily,  will  give 
us  their  opinions.  The  writer  has  fed  millet 
for  a  long  time,  but  never  fed  it  very  heavily. 
Just  at  present  his  peus  are  heavily  littered 
with  unthreshed  "millet.  The  fowls  help 
themselves  at  will,  and  are  fed  in  addition  ad 
the  mash  tbey  will  eat  in  the  morning,  a  light 
feed  of  wheat  in  the  millet  straw  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  aud  a  few  handful- 
of  whole  corn  in  the  evening.  It  should  be 
said,  however,  of  this  millet  that  the  grain  is 
inferior  iu  quality,  not  well  tilled  out,  not  as 
nourishing  and  not  as  fattening  as  a  better 
grade  of  millet  would  be.  Farmers  who  have 
used  boiled  millet  to  fatten  hogs  say  that  it  is 
much  more  fattening  than  corn. 

*  • 

Fifty  Eggs  in  Fifty  Days. 
The  hen  referred  to  as  "  No.  6,"  in  the  list 
of  those  whose  individual  records  were  given 
in  June  1st  issue,  is  making  a  record.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  she  had  laid  on  each  of  19 
consecutive  days  preceding  May  1.  She  laid 
on  every  day  in  May,  31  eggs,  thus  making  a 
total  of  50  eggs  in  50  consecutive  days,  and 
still  laying.  The  egg  laid  ou  May  17th  was  a 
double  yolked  egg.  She  gives  good  measure 
for  the  mouth.  Her  owner  describes  her  as 
"  a  quick,  hardy,  stub  combed  black  mongiefl 
shaped  like  a  Muscovy  duck.  Her  egg  is 
small,  as  round  as  a  ball,  aud  is  laid  before  7 
o'clock  each  morning.  I  am  often  asked] 
'  Whydon"tyou  kill  that  homely  little  one?' 
The  record  is  a  good-answer.*' 


"  Sanitas 
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is  an  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant, and  is  necessary  to  produce  healthy 
birds.  "Sanitas"  disinfecting  powder 
should  be  freely  sprinkled  in  the  yards 
and  used  as  a  whitewash.  It  destroys 
lice  and  prevents  disease. 

How  to  have  fhorouehly  sanitary  surroundings  is 
told  in  a  pamphlet  by  Kingzett,  the  eminent  English 
chemist.  Price  xo  cents.  Every  household  should 
contain  this  little  help  to  comfortable  living.  It  will 
be  sent  FREE  to  subscribers  of  this  paper.  Write 

THE  SANITAS  CO.  (Ltd.), 
636  to  642  West  55th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Disinfectant  and  Embrocation  Mnnufncturers. 
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ARGAINS  IN 


STOCK. 


WHITE    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE  WYAN DOTTES. 

BELGIAN  HAKES. 


We  have  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  and 
will  sell  the  stock  which  we  have  bred  from.  In 

tots  to  suit. 

EGGS,   82   PER  13. 

HOWLAND  &  WHITNEY, 

ireen  Street,  Canibridgeport,  Mass. 


ladies; 


Make  Big  Wages 
 At  Home  

and  want  al  1  to  have  the  same  op- 
portunity. It's  VIET  PLEASAKI 
work  and  will  easily  pay  $18  weekly.  This  is  no  deception.  I 
want  no  money  and  wil  ]  Gl&oly  sendful  1  particulars  to  all 
6ending2c  stamp.   In.  A.  H.Wigsins.Bu*6o,kawreBrfiSW>' 


Farm-Poultry 
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This  Is  a  Patriotic  Club. 

After  this  month  we  think  it  best  to  discon- 
tinue the  Black  Spanish  from  the  list  of 
varieties.  Not  because  of  antipathy  to  every- 
thing Spanish,  but  for  the  very  good  reason 
that  the  lady  who  reported  our  single  pen  of 
Black  Spanish  fowls  has  sold  her  birds.  We 
even  suspect  that  her  reasons  for  selling  were 
more  sordid  than  sentimental.  Frevious  to 
selling  the  birds  she  complained  that  she  had 
never  had  Black  Spanish  lay  as  poorly  as  they 
had  laid  this  spring. 

»  1  * 

* 

One  flock  of  Barred  P.  Bocks  is  reported 
"beginning  to  moult,"  May  13th.  That  is 
rather  early.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  if  some  of 
these  Inns  moult  now  tbey  will  moult  again 
late  in  the  fall.  AVe  have  known  that  to 
happen  several  times. 

•  '* 
* 

Breaking  Up  Broodies. 

"  Please  give  me  a  rule  for  breaking  up 
broody  hens."  The  breaking  up  of  broody 
hens  is  always  more  difficult  for  a  small  poul- 
try keeper  than  for  a  large  one.  On  the  large 
plant  broodies  are  numerous,  and  systematic 
provisiou  must  be  made  for  breaking  them  up 
quickly  and  returning  to  the  laying  pens.  A 
common  method  is  to  transfer  the  broodies  to 
separate  quarters,  where  they  are  kept  either 
by  themselves  or  with  one  of  the  surplus 
males  until  they  begin  laying  again.  Another 
common  way  of  handling  broodies  is  to  have  a 
small  coop  or  cage  about  two  feet  square,  and 
with  slat  bottom  built  into  one  corner  of  each 
laying  pen,  and  use  this  for  the  broody  hens 
from  that  pen.  This  plap  is  the  more  con- 
venient, but  does  not  get  the  hens  to  laying 
again  so  quickly  as  the  one  first  mentioned. 
This  latter  plan  is  more  practicable  for  small 
poultry  keepers  than  the  other.  Where  it  can 
be  done  a  good  plan  for  the  man  with  a  few 
hens  is  to  turn  the  broody  hen  out  for  a  few 
days  until  she  forgets  amid  the  pleasures  of 
free  range  all  about  her  plans  for  hatching. 

*  .*••*;  '  " 
Breed  and  Feed. 

"  I  think  clover  is  a  great  thing  for  laying 
hens;  but  after  all,  1  think  there  is  more  in 
the  hen  thau  in  the  feed.  Some  of  my  neigh- 
bors with  common  hens  and  indifferent  feed 
have  had  remarkable  egg  yields." 

The  winning  combination  is  the  hen  Ijred 
for  eggs  and  the  well  balanced  ration  judi- 
ciously fed.  This  combination  is  necessary 
for  continuously  good  results.  Good  results 
often  come  for  a  time  from  hens  carelessly 
bred  and  indifferently  fed,  but  there  is  no 
stability  in  the  returns  under  such  conditions — 
and  as  far  as  the  combination  of  common  hens 
and  indifferent  feeding  goes,  our  observation 
aud  the  records  alike  show  that  they  are  "  not 
in  it "  with  the  stock  well  bred  and  well  cared 
for.  Can  your  neighbor  furnish  records  kept 
as  yours  have  been  that  will  show  just  how 
their  hens  have  been  kept  aud  how  they  have 
laid?  What  one  calls  indifferent  care  another 
would  call  good  —  aud  a  great  many  people 
who  think  their  egg  yield  remarkably  good 
find  the  cold  figures  discounting  their  estimate 
aud  showing  the  yield  a  very  ordinary  one. 


The  Eureka  Nest  Box. 
"  Would  you  advise  the  use  of  Eureka  nest 
boxes  where  200  fowls  are  kept?" 

Yes;  particularly  where  the  fowls  are  kept, 
as  this  member's  are,  for  eggs.  The  Eureka 
nest  is  invaluable  for  weeding  out  the  drones 
in  a  flock.  For  this  purpose  nests  and  yards 
can  easily  be  so  arranged  that  keeping  "  tab  " 
on  the  layers  is  a  very  simple  matter.  For 
individual  egg  records  and  for  pedigreeing 
stock,  work  with  this  nest  requires  more  of 
the  attendant's  attention,  but  the  cost  of  look- 
.ng  after  it  is  small,  hardly  worthy  of  notice  in 
comparison  with  the  advantages  of  individual 
Records  and  accurate  pedigrees.  Like  most 
machines,  the  Eureka  nest  box  has  its  limita- 
tions, or,  rather,  limitation,  for  we  know  of 
but  one  condition  in  which  this  nest  box 
would  not  be  likely  to  give  satisfaction.  There 
are  some  people  who  keep  a  few  fowls  aud 
care  for  them  mornings  and  evenings,  are  not 
able  to  give  them  any  attention  through  the 
day,  aud  must  so  plan  and  provide  for  feeding 
and  watering  that  the  fowls  do  not  need  any 
attention  between  morning  and  evening.  Such 
people  would  not  be  able  to  operate  this  nest 
box  or  any  other  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
designed  for  the  same  purpose  satisfactorily, 


because  they  could  riot  release  the  hens  from 
the  traps  until  evening,  and  the  hens  would 
sutler  in  consequence;  If  they  can  arrange  to 
have  the  hens  released  at  noon— as  most  of  the 
hens  lay  in  the  morning— we  think  even  these 
poultry  keepers  would  find  the  nest  a  paying 
investment. 

*  *  * 

Improving  a  Ration, 

A  new  member  writes  with  her  report  for  a 
pen  of  B.  C.  15.  Minorcas :  ".What  do  you 
think  of  their  mash  consisting  of  two  parts 
cob  ami  corn  meal,  two  parts  bran,  one  part 
middlings,  and  one  part  cooked  potatoes, 
mixed  crumbly  with  hot  water  in  the  morning, 
and  fed  as  soon  as  cool  enough?  Can  you 
make  any  improvement  on  their  feeding?" 

Taken  in  connection  with  the  other  foods 
fed,  the  mash  is  a  good  one,  except  that  as  no 
cut  bone  or  meat  scrap  is  fed,  the  mash  would 
be  bettered  by  the  addition  of  a  little  meat 
meal.  There  is  one  thing  we  do  not  under- 
stand in  this  report.  The  first  three  days  of 
the  month  all  four  heus  laid  on  each  day,  then 
the  egg  yield  fell  off  gradually  until  the  12th, 
when  not  an  egg  was  laid.  The  report  shows 
a  series  of  0s  until  the  23d,  when  one  egg  was 
laid.  Then  on  ail  but  two  of  the  remaining 
days  of  the  month  there  were  three  eggs  daily. 
A  deficiency  in  animal  food  may  have  caused 
this  period  of  rest  from  egg  production.  The 
hens  are  fed  milk,  but  not  regularly  enough  to 
compensate  to  any  extent  worth  mentioning 
for  the  lack  of  animal  food. 

'*  *  * 

Cheap  as  eggs  have  been  this  spring,  there 
are  some  places  where  prices  have  been  much 
better  thau  last  year.  Speaking  of  the  low 
price  of  eggs,  a  Pennsylvania  man  says: 
"  Still  we  get  12  cents  wholesale,  and  15  cents 
retail,  and  have  sold  none  below  that  this 
season.  Last  summer  they  came  down  to  8c." 

*  * 

One  Cause  of  Infertility. 

"  May  1. — I  fear  many  of  my  first  eggs  were 
chilled  before  setting. 

"  May  20. — Hen  No.  4  has  just  come  off  with 
but  two  chicks.  I  am  undecided  about  my 
eggs  being  chilled.  These  last  certainly  were 
not.  Eggs  from  common  heus  mated  with  a 
White  Wyandotte  cockerel  are  hatching  splen- 
didly. Am  becoming  convinced  that  a  siege 
of  bowel  trouble  which  the  Wyandotte  hens 
went  through  at  the  time  the  eggs  were  laid  is 
at  the  bottom  of  all  their  trouble.  The  com- 
mon hens  were  not  troubled  much  that  way." 

*  „.  * 
* 

A  Broken  Leg. 

"Oue  of  my  Laugshau  hens  broke  her  leg  at 
the  knee  joint.  I  w  as  at  first  tempted  to  kill 
her,  but  decided  to  put  on  splints.  The  splints 
were  kept  on  about  two  weeks.  On  removing 
them  I  found  the  bones  knitted,  but  she  could 
not  stand  on  it.  I  put  ner  in  a  coop  with  a 
small  run.  Today  she  is  quite  well  except  for 
a  slight  limp,  and  laid  yesterday  aud  day 
before.  As  she  was  one  of  my  record  pen,  I 
am  glad  now  I  did  not  kill  her,  as  I  think  she 
will  lay  all  the  better  for  the  let  up." 

One  of  the  best  layers  the  writer  has  had 
this  season  is  a  hen  whose  leg  was  dislocated 
at  the  hip,  by  careless  handling  last  fall.  He 
never  felt  worse  over  any  of  his  mishaps  in 
handling  fowls,  for  the  hen  was  just  recover- 
ing from  a  break  down  due  to  a  strain  in  pass- 
ing an  egg,  and  the  accident  was  the  result  of 
pure  carelessness  iu  handling.  After  her 
second  mishap  it  seemed  like  asking  too  much 
of  the  hen  to  try  to  utake  her  continue  existence 
with  the  inevitable  handicap  of  /ameness  for 
,<fe,  and  yet  it  seemed  a  shame  to  kill  her.  So 
she  was  kept  in  a  small  coop  until  able  to  hop 
about,  aud  then  put  iu  a  pen  with  only  oue 
other  hen  and  a  light  weight  male.  She  has 
been  laying  well  since  February,  and  her  eggs 
are  hatching  fairly  well,  too. 

*  *  * 

A  Difficult  Matter  to  Adjust. 

"  My  birds  have  always  paid,  and  they  must 
continue  to  pay,  but  the  feed  costis  a  problem." 
Under  the  conditions  he  has  to  face  at  present, 
we  quite  agree  with  the  writer  of  that  sentence, 
a  Utah  member,  that  '-the  feed  cost  is  a  prob- 
lem." Eggs  were  10c.  a  dozen  iu  the  first  half 
of  May,  124c.  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
while  wheat  was  $2,  corn  §1.25,  barley  $1.25, 
and  good  oats  §1.30  per  100  lbs.  Iu  his  locality 
it  is  not  likely  that  these  prices  will  be 
materially  reduced  until  the  local  harvests  are 
gathered,  but  the  price  of  eggs  should  advance 
to  18  or  20cts,  and  remain  at  that  lor  the 


Summer.  We  arc  inclined  to  think  that  at 
the  present  ratio  of  prices  it  will  pay  him  best- 
to  make  barley  his  principal  grain  loud.  Some 
who  have  been  feeding  barley  very  heavily 
have  reported  most  excellent  results  with  it. 

*  J  * 
* 

"I  have  sold  all  my  CJoldeas  and  all  my 
Silver  (Wyandottes),  hens  and  chicks.  Shall 
keep  only  Bull'  Wyandottes  another  year.  I 
want  to  experiment  a  little  on  that  line.  1  am 
satisfied  one  breed  is  enough  for  any  one  man 
to  attend  toif  not  making  a  business  of  poultry 
breeding."  And  many  of  those  who  do  make 
a  business  of  poultry  breeding  conclude  that 
cme  breed  is  enough  for  any  man  to  attend  to 
—  especially  if  he  wishes  to  adopt  a  regular 
system  in  breeding,  and  to  make  a  reputation 
with  the  breed.  Many  poultrymen  who  keep 
several  breeds  are  very  positive  in  their 
declarations  that  one  breed  is  enough.  At 
the  same  time,  they  like  several  breeds,  and 
really  cannot  bring  themselves  to  limit  their 
stock  to  a  single  variety. 

*  „* 
Scaly  Legs. 

"  All  hens  have  scaly  legs.  House  dry  and 
kept  clean,  treated  with  vaseline  and  kerosene 
twice  iu  the  month ;  uot  noticed  until  new 
hens  were  introduced." 

Though  the  scaly  leg  was  not  noticed  until 
the  introduction  of  the  new  hens,  it  is  probable 
that  the  parasites  began  their  work  long  ago. 
That  the  owner  first  noticed  it  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  hens,  does  not  show  that 
the  new  hens  were  responsible  for  it,  for  the 
disease  develops  slowly.  The  owner  in  this 
case  is  a  bright  boy  of  thirteen,  aud  we  think 
it  likely  that  his  old  heus  had  legs  scaly  enough 
to  attract  the. notice  of  an  expert  for  some 
time  before  the  new  hens  came  iu.  If  the 
new  hens  were  very  bad  the  boy  would  of 
course  notice  them,  and  it  would  follow 
naturally  that  with  his  attention  directed  to 
scaly  legs  he  would  notice  now  the  roughness 
on  the  shanks  of  his  old  stock. 

*  „.  * 
* 

"  Growing  Grips." 

"  I  am  gradually  getting  rid  of  all  my  eross- 
breds,  aud  have  almost  decided  to  keep  uothiug 
but  W.  P.  Bocks  next  year  lor  breeding  pur- 
poses. ,.  .  But  it  is  hard  parting  with  my  old 
hens.  I  know  every  one  of  them,  aud  they 
are  splendid  layers;  but  there  are  no  two 
alike,  and  I  have  reached  the  stage  where  hens 
and  chickens  —  particularly  the  latter  —  do 
uot  present  an  attractive  appearance  to  me 
when  so  mixed  up  as  mine  are." 

* 

In  the  May  15th  issue  of  this  paper,  page 
189,  reference  was  made  to  the  difference  iu 
laying  betweeu  different  lots  of  hens  of  the  P. 
Bock-Leghorn  cross,  assorted  as  to  color,  the 
pens  of  black  hens  reported  laying  alike  and 
laying  much  better  than  the  brown  hens  of 
the  same  breeding.  The  member  owning  the 
heus  was  asked  to  give  such  information  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  as  he  could.  He  says  :  "Can 
give  no  cause  for  brown  pullets  laying  less 
than  the  black.  They  laid  more  in  December 
and  January,  and  I  supposed  would  even  up 
all  right  before  the  year  was  out.  Oue  other 
pen,  nearly  all  brown,  lay  fully  as  well  as  the 
average;  aud  three  other  pens,  black,  lay 
about  the  same."  Now  let  us  watch  these, 
aud  see  whether  they  do  even  up,  or  whether 
it  has  chanced  that  this  pen  of  brown  hens 
contains  a  number  of  the  poorest  layers. 

*  *  * 

Our  Washington  Member  Explains. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  N.  E.  B.,  of 
Washington  (state)  iu  regard  to  the  criticism, 
by  T.  B.  P.,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  of  his  method  of 
feeding.  The  letter  is  sentus  with  the  request 
that  we  forward  it  to  T.  B.B.  —  and  we  shall 
j0  so— but  as  the  matter  is  of  some  importance 
to  our  club,  shall  take  the  liberty  of  publish- 
ing some  extracts  from  it : 

"I  did  not  anticipate  when  I  made  my  notes 
to  the  February  report  of  record  pen  of  S.  C. 
W.  Leghorns,  that  anything  in  them  would  be 
found  worthy  of  special  notice  or  of  publica- 
tion in  your  much  esteemed  Fa  km- Poultry. 
I  was  most  surprised  wheu  in  the  May  1st 
number  I  found  the  same  brought  to  the  front 
again,  and  called  down  by  T.  B.  B.,  of  Oil 
City,  as  though  he  could  uot  swallow  the  facts 
set  forth  therein. 

"Now  I  do  not  profess  that  I  know  all  about 
how  much  I  should  feed  my  poultry,  or  how 
little  I  can.  feed  aud  obtaiu  equally  good  results 


in  eggs,  nor  quite  all  of  the  tips  and  downs 
and  cross  paths  of  hen  life,  but  I  have  found 
out  from  my  little  experience  that  it  pays  to 
feed  hens  well,  just  as  it  pays  to  feed  cows  and 
pigs  well,  as  it  takes  a  fair  fund  to  sustain  life 
and  supply  warmth  iu  our  chilly  February 
rainy  weather,  and  a  fair  amount  more  added 
to  it  —  provided  they  have  to  work  for  it  — iu 
order  to  get  a  satisfactory  return  iu  eggs,  to 
pay  for  the  trouble  and  expenses  I  am  at  with 
my  hens.  This  has  been  the  rule  that  I  have 
governed  myself  by  in  feeding  all  my  hens, 
aud  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  results, 
which  for  those  which  had  an  outside  range, 
though  not  of  as  good  stock,  has  been  about  ten 
per  cent  better  thau  that  of  the  breeding  pen. 

"Now  I  keep  a  strict  book  account  with  my 
poultry,  and  balance  accounts  with  them  on 
the  last  day  of  each  month,  even  taking  the 
pains  to  weigh  the  food  left  over,  and  carry- 
ing it  forward  to  the  next  month  ;  adding  each 
purchase  with  date  and  price  (for  I  buy  all 
my  feed  except  vegetables).  I  also  keep 
account  of  all  the  returns  the  hens  give  me, 
and  make  a  final  balance  sheet  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  so  that  1  may  know  for  my  ow  n 
good  whether  poultry  keeping  pays  or  not. 
Now  if  my  frieud  will  do  the  same  with  me,  I 
will  exchange  copies  with  him,  with  an 
affidavit  as  to  correctness,  if  necessary,  and 
perhaps  I  may  learn  in  this  way  a  cheaper 
aud  better  method  of  keeping  hens  for  profit. 
I  agree  with  him  in  his  statement  that  with 
the  same  amount  of  feed  he  can  fatten  the 
leanest  fowl  that  walks  in  three  weeks  — with 
some  exceptions;— but  it  would  be  fed  to  them 
under  quite  different  conditions  if  fed  for  that 
purpose. 

"I  will  not  call  any  man  down  on  his 
methods  and  means  unless  at  the  same  time  I 
shall  offer  him  what  T  consider  something 
better,  iu  place  of  his  way." 

THE  TURKEY  HILL  FEED  MIXER 

.A-XjU  sizes. 

Reduced  in  Price  and  Improved  in  Quality. 

Mr.  Hunter's  comment  — "  I  believe  this  to  be  a 
thoroughly  good  machine." 

W.  G.  PEARSON, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

94  POINTS 

Was  the  score  given  my  1st  prize  Barred  P.  Rock 
cockerel  at  the  great  Arriesbury,  Mass.,  show.  Dec. 
1-4,  '97, I.K.Felch,  judge.  I  have  500  chicks  growing 
on  my  farm,  all  Blue  Barred  P.  Rocks, and  am  book- 
ing orders  now  for  voung  stock  to  he  delivered  after 
September  1st.  100  choice  hens  for  sale,  including 
my  winners  at  Peabody,  Amesbury,  Haverhill,  and 
the  New  Eng.  Fair,  Portland,  Me.  Write  for  prices. 

W.  B.  DAVIS, 
Care  of  Merrimack  Nat.  Hank.  Haverhill.  Mass. 

Forced  Sale. 

Business  changes  involving  removal  compel  an 
IMMEDIATE  disposal  of  all  my  stock. 

Superior  White  Wyandottes  direct  from  Push 
Vaughau  last  Nov.  "Pew  start  Willi  as  good  slock," 
wrote  Mr.  Vaughan.  10  fine  large  hens,  brown  eggs, 
Sl.oOea.  13  choice  yearlings, "worth  $50  as  pullets," 
wrote  Mr.  Vaughan',  $'-'  ea.  1  vigorous  yearling  cock, 
Si.  K.average  W.  W. hens,  Duston  strain, S12.  1  active 
yearling  cock,  Duston  strain,  SI.  8  choice  Bar.  Ply. 
Rock  yearling  hens,  Hawkins, —  J.  H.  Thompson 
strain,  $1.50  ea.  1 11-lb.  E.  B.  Thompson  So  cock, $2.50. 
1  magnificent  yearling  cock.  E.  B.  Thompson,  Si. 
600  March,  April,  May,  Juue  hen  raised  chicks  from 
above  stock  at  an  average  price  of  fifty  ceuts  each. 
A  good  chance  to  buy  noted  stock  at  the  price  of  culls. 
I  know  from  recent  experience  that  in  many  places 
most  of  the  above  breeders  would  cost  double  and 
treble  the  prices  asked. 

WILLIAM   M.  KERKHOFF, 
 Honeoye  I'alls.  N.  Y. 

The  $5.00 

Prize  Brooder 


is  the  only  brooucr  manufactured  in  Gouverneui  that 
lias  the  unqualified  endorsement  of  all  bur  poullry- 
inen.  it  don't  need  any  shelter;  it  is  a  complete 
brooder  house,  winter  or  summer.  Top  heat,  tlirnc 
feet  square.   Catalogue  free. 

A.  S.  WHITNEY,  Gonverneur,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE.  —400  B.  P.  Rock  hens  1  and  2  year 
old;  price.  70  cent  s  each;  S7.50  per  doz.  Also  500  Aprils 
May  and  June  hatched  chickens,  prices  on  applica- 
tion.  Eggs,  Si  per  1".;  $4  per  Inn. 

W.  A.  CONG  DON,  Waterman,  III. 


To  make  room  for  growing  stock,  I  will  sell  three 
breeding  pens  of 

FELCH    LIGHT  BRAHMAS 

(5  heus  and  one  cock— yearlings)  for  SI2  each.  They 
are  bred  for  heavy  laying;  and  combineall  thealtract- 
ive  characteristics  of  the  breed. 

MICHAEL  K<  BUYER,  Hamroonton,  N,  J. 
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Fahm-  Poultky 


J  uly  1 


•    •    Semi-Month ly ,  • 


I  I  U.I  -II  I  t. 


The    1st   unJ    15th   of   each  month 


I.  S.JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

a.  9.  m  NTKic.  editor. 
Price,  One  Dollar  per  yen r,  In  Advance. 

Six  moiit  Ik  ."><>(  .'lit*. 

Hinicl.i  Copl.'M  Vive  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 
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EDITORIAL. 


More  About  Advertising. 

i  »it  page  of  June  lath  number  we  made 
some  comments  upon  an  advertising  experi- 
ence published  on  page  20-1  of  the  June  1st 
Dumber,  that  advertising  experience  being  of 
u  man  in  New  York  Mate  who  advertised 
Light  Brahma  eggs  for  hatching  in  nine  poul- 
try papers  and  one  agricultural  weekly  for 
three  months  without  receiving  a  single  order 
for  eggs,  or  even  an  inquiry.  In  our  reply  to 
bis  communication  we  told  htm  that  we 
thought  he  bad  expected  too  much,  but  more 
important  slid,  that  he  did  not  advertise 
wisely,  and  as  proof  of  the  latter  we  gave,  in 
June  18th  number,  an  illustration  in  the  shape 
of  the  experience  of  a  Pennsylvania  man  who 
was  similarly  situated  iu  that  he  was  some 
distance  from  any  important  center,  was 
advertising  for  the  lirsl  time,  and  was 
entirely  unknown.  The  Pennsylvania  man 
sold  seventy-six  sidings  of  eggs  this  spring, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  bad  sold  one  dozen 
pullets  and  four  two  year  old  heus,  each 
accompanied  by  a  family  of  chickens.  It  will 
be  interesting  if  we  can  find  a  clue  to  the 
difference  in  results  with  these  two  men, 
because  this  advertising  question  is  of  a  good 
deal  of  importance. 

We  ought  to  Bay  in  passing  that  we  thought 
it  a  pretty  good  joke  on  us  that  the  New  York 
man  did  not  put  his  advertisement  In  FaRM- 
POULTRY.  This  we  did  not  know  when  we 
published  his  letter  in  the  June  1st  number. 
We  took  it  for  granted  that  any  man  in  his 
senses,  advertising  iu  nine  different  poultry 
papers,  would  certainly  have  F.-P.  on  bis  list, 
because  F.-P.  is  undoubtedly  the  best  adver- 
tising medium  for  poultry,  eggs,  etc.,  in 
America  today ;  and  that  Mr.  F.  1).  I',  should 
have  passed  it  by  to  select  nine  others  which 
did  not  give  hint  an  order,  is  comical,  to  say 
the  least.  We  believe  that  a  man  could 
advertise,  as  he  did,  even  in  F.-P.  without 
getting  an  order,  but  that  be  advertised  in 
nine  other  papers  and  oue  weekly  agricultural 


paper,  and  ignored  F.-P.,  looks  decidedly  like 
a  joke  on  somebody;  perhaps  the  juke  is  on 
him. 

iu  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  F.  L>.  C,  he 

say  s : 

"As  regards  advertising,  I  will  say  that  I 
think  my  failure  to  receive  a  single  order  or 
Inquiry  during  the  three  or  four  mouths 
advertising  to  be  due  to  the  unpopularity  of 
Light  Brahmas,  and  the  fact  thut  dozens  of 
other  breeders  have  advertised  eggs  at  one 
dollar  per  sitting  and  a  few  at  $.75  and  $.50, 
while  1  charged  §2.  My  advertisement  was 
not  the  '  obscure  two  Hues »  that  you  imagine, 
in  all  the  ten  papers.    If  you  look  at  any  eopy 

of  the  —  published  during 

March,  April  or  May,  you  will  fiud  my  adver- 
tisement properly  placed,  and  us  conspicuous 
us  any  iu  the  (taper,  uud  the  majority  of  the 
renders  of  the  other  pupers  could  not  fail  to 
see  the  two  lines. 

Now  what  could  be  more  conspicuous  than 
these  l  wo  sample  advertisements, one  of  which 
carries  out  your  idea  and  occupies  more  space, 
both  of  which  run  four  mouths  without  a 
single  response?" 

BRASH  \-. 

T  IGHT  BRAHMAS  exclusively.  Eggs  for  hatching 
Mj  from  thoroughbred  Light  Urahuias  carefully 
packed  and  sent  by  express  at  $2  for  IS;  $3  for  90. 
Slock  for  sale.  Address,  KlVK  ACHE  I'oulticy  Faum, 
 Cheviot,  Columbia  Co.,  X.  V. 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  EGGS,  *  ;  for  8:; 

1  Ive  Acre  Poultry  Farm,  C'hevlot-ou-IIudsoii,  X.  Y. 

Here  ure  two  sample  advertisements  which 
Mr.  F.  D.  C.  sent  us,  one  taking  up  more  than 
half  an  inch,  and  the  other  certainly  very 
prominent  as  to  its  leading  idea,  and  we  tbink 
the  larger  of  those  advertisements  plaved  in 
F.-P.  would  have  brought  some  orders.  We 
don't  believe  that  the  Light  Brahmas  are  so 
sweepingly  unpopular  as  he  claims.  We  would 
certainly  pick  the  Light  Brahmas  as  by  far  the 
most  popular  of  the  varieties  having  feathered 
legs.  We  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  they  are 
one  of  the  leading  varieties  iu  popular  esteem. 
We  would  rank  Wyaudottcs  and  Plymouth 
Kocks  us  first  iu  popular  favor  because  of 
their  great  excellence  as  ull  purpose  fowls, 
fowls  for  both  eggs  and  meat;  we  would  rank 
Leghorns  and  Minorcus  as  second  iu  popular 
favor  for  their  great  laying  qualities;  and 
then  would  place  the  Light  Brahmas  next  and 
ahead  of  all  others  in  general  popular  favor. 
Hence  we  think  our  friend's  non-success  can- 
not be  due  to  a  far  reaching  unpopularity. 

Neither  do  we  think  he  is  right  iu  thinking 
his  non-success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  dozens 
of  other  breeders  have  advertised  eggs  at  one 
dollar  per  sitting,  and  some  few  at  §.75,  aud 
even  §.50  a  sitting.  A  good  deal  of  study  of 
the  questions  involved  has  satisfied  us  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  buying  public  distrusts 
those  who  advertise  eggs  at  a  cheap  price. 
The  man  who  advertises  eggs  below  a  fair 
average  price  is  believed  to  have  less  desirable 
stock,  or  to  be  lacking  in  experience  requisite 
to  the  proper  handling,  etc.,  of  good  stock; 
and  ninety-nine  out  of  one  hundred  buyers 
steer  clear  of  him. 

To  what,  then,  must  we  attribute  Mr. 
C.'s  absolute  failure?  We  say  again,  as  we 
said  in  the  June  1st  number,  we  think  he 
advertised  unwisely.  He  spent  his  money 
where  he  -did  not  reach  the  buying  pub- 
lic, and  he  advertised  obscurely,  —  sim- 
ply the  bald  announcement  of  Light  Brahma 
eggs,  without  any  explanation  of  the 
merit  of  his  stock,  or  any  reason  why  a  buyer 
should  prefer  his  stock.  The  point  will  be 
better  understood  if  we  look  at  the  other 
example  cited  in  the  article  in  June  loth 
number.  The  Pennsylvania  advertiser,  Mr. 
Cox,  headed  his  advertisement,  "Do  You 
Want  Layers?"  and  then  stated  that  he  had 
'•  Purred  P.  Bocks  as  good  as  the  best,  which 
have  been  bred  for  egg  production  for  several 
years."'  Now,  there  is  "  a  peg  to  hang  a  hat 
on,"  and  a  man  who  has  a  show  room  record 
and  heads  his  advertisement,  "  Do  You  Want 
Winners?"  aud  then  states  that  he  has  stock 
that  has  won  certain  premiums  at  such  and 
such  shows,  has  another  peg  to  hang  a  bat  on. 
The  public  wants  to  know  what  it  is  buying, 
and  our  New  York  friend,  in  his  little  two- 
line  ad.,  told  them  nothing  but  that  he  had 
thoroughbred  Light  Brahma  eggs  for  sale,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  overmodest  in  his  adver- 
tisement, using  but  two  lines  of  space,  brought 
him  in  competition  with  the  men  who  adver- 
tise cheap  eggs  only.  We  do  not  think  he  at 
all  competed  w  ith  the  bulk  of  the  §2  per  sit- 
ting advertisers  who  tell  the  public  of  the 
merit  of  their  stock. 

We  have  had  uot  a  little  amusement  over 


this  correspondence,  especially  since  we 
learned  that  the  disappointing  ad.  did  not 
uppeur  iu  F.-P.  Ilad  we  known  that  iu  the 
first  instance  we  might  have  declined  to  pub- 
lish the  letter  us  of  no  concern  to  us;  still,  it 
was  worth  publishing  for  the  light  a  candid 
dicussiuu  of  this  matter  will  throw  upon  the 
advertising  question.  This  question  is  of  very 
great  interest  to  muny  of  our  readers,  and  the 
more  light  we  can  get  upon  it  the  better.  Noth- 
ing is  truer  than  that  judicious  advertising  pays 
and  pays  well.  Take  the  one  instance  we 
cited  as  a  counter  to  this  unprofitable  expe- 
rience. Certainly,  Mr.  Cox  advertised  wisely 
and  well,  and  his  profit  is  in  proportion.  He 
was  an  entirely  unknown  muu,  never  adver- 
tised until  this  year,  and  yet  his  sales  already 
amount  to $150  to§200  in  eggs  und  stock;  and 
he  has  beside,  the  greut  satisfaction  of  having 
started  the  momentum  of  a  business,  got  it 
under  way,  so  to  speak—  and  in  that  he  is  a 
good  example  for  others  to  follow. 

Enclosing  Stump  for  Answer. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  noticed  from  time  to 
time  the  comments  in  Farm-Poultry  regard- 
ing the  enclosing  stamp  for  reply  question; 
but  you  seem  to  look  at  it  as  though  there  was 
only  oue  side  to  it.  From  the  standpoint  of 
the  poultry  journal  you  are  right  in  your 
argument,  for  the  party  asking  for  information 
should  certainly  be  williug  to  pay  two  cents 
for  it  if  the  editor  is  kind  enough  to  gratu- 
itously give  the  benefit  of  his  time  aud  knowl- 
edge; but  it  is  thoroughly  understood  in  this 
case,  by  both  parties,  that,  the  question  and 
answer  constitute  the  whole  transaction.  It 
is  not  so  iu  the  case  of  a  prospective  purchaser 
making  inquiry  of  a  breeder  regarding  the 
price  of  eggs  or  the  price  and  description  of 
stock.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  person 
making  the  inquiry  has  at  least  a  remote  idea 
of  an  investment,  ami,  iu  my  humble  opinion, 
the  breeder  works  against  his  own  interest  iu 
ignoring  inquiries  which  do  not  contain  a 
stamp,  even  though  they  seem  to  be  utterly- 
devoid  of  "  business,"  as  some  of  them  cer- 
tainly do.  Personally  I  have  answered  hun- 
dreds of  them,  aud  I  do  not  believe  that  I  am 
the  loser  by  it;  and  when  the  profits  from  my 
business  do  not  justify  me  in  paying  my  own 
postage  I  will  get  out  of  the  business. 
Inquiries  are  like  chicks  —  it  is  easier  to  get 
them  than  it  is  to  take  care  of  them  and  get 
the  most  out  of  them. 

My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  ques- 
tion at  this  time  by  a  case  wherein  a  number 
of  the  most  prominent  breeders  iu  the  country 
have  shown  a  lack  of  common  courtesy  by 
failing  to  answer  an  inquiry.  I  wrote  to  them 
on  business  connected  with  this  club,  and 
enclosed  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  for 
reply,  which  could  have  been  made  in  a  half- 
dozen  words  aud  iu  two  minutes  time.  About 
forty  per  cent  of  them  answered  the  com- 
munication in  a  businesslike  manner,  aud  the 
remaining  sixty  per  cent  ignored  the  matter 
entirely — and  I  can  give  you  the  names  if 
necessary.  Now  what  defence  can  you  make 
for  them?  "Why  do  you  uot  score  them  as 
well  as  the  little  fellow  who  writes  to  them 
aud  fails  to  enclose  a  stamp? 

Respectfully  yours, 
Frank  Heck,  sec'y  and  treas. 
American  White  Plymouth  Bock  Club. 

New  Albany,  Ind. 

You  entirely  overlook  the  fact  that  circum- 
stances alter  cases.  You  concede  that  our 
position  is  correct  as  regards  the  standpoint 
of  the  editor  of  a  poultry  paper  of  whom 
someone  asks  information,  aud,  if  you  please, 
that  was  our  sole  contention.  AVe  never 
claimed  that  a  would-be  buyer  ot  stock  should 
enclose  stamp  for  answer,  and  never  had  that 
class  of  writers  in  mind  at  all.  The  inquirer 
is  then  asking  a  question  with  it  view  to  a 
business  relation:  whereas,  in  the  other  ca.-e, 
he  is  soliciting  information.  You  concede 
that  the  writer  who  asks  a  favor  should 
enclose  stamp  to  pay  postage  on  the  answer  — 
and  that  is  all  that. we  argued  for;  we  don't 
believe  it  right  for  the  would-be  buyer  to 
enclose  stamp  for  answer,  because  the  sug- 
gested relation  of  seller  and  buyer  makes  an 
altogether  different  thing  of  it. 

Still  auother  case  is  the  one  you  instance,  of 
where  you,  as  secretary  of  a  specialty  club, 
send  out  a  circular  letter,  enclosing  a  stamped 
addressed  envelope  for  reply,  and  rail  at  sixty 


per  cent  of  the  persons  you  wrote  to  for  ignor- 
ing your  letter.  Why  should  they  answer  if 
they  did  not  choose  to  answer?  Have  not 
they  the  right  to  be  silent  if  they  prefer?  Did 
your  seuding  u  stamped  addressed  envelope 
oblige  them  to  answer?  We  think  not,  aud 
think  they  had  a  perfect  rjght  to  ignore  your 
request  for  information  if  they  so  preferred. 

As  we  said  above,  "  circumstances  alter 
cases,"  aud  this  is  au  entirely  different  case. 

Answering  Questions. 

We  sometimes  receive  a  letter  complaining 
that  a  previous  letter  askiug  a  question  was 
uot  answered.  This  morning  we  have  one 
such,  and  find  that  the  question  and  answer  is 
in  type,  aud  will  be  put  iu  this  number  of 
F.-P.  if  we  have  room  for  it;  but,  alas,  we  are 
behind  in  our  questions  and  answers,  and 
almost  every  number  sees  half  a  dozen,  or  a 
dozen  maybe,  crowded  out,  eveu  though  they 
are  in  type  aud  all  ready  to  be  put  in. 

If  any  reader  wants  an  immediute  reply  and 
will  enclose  stamp  to  prepay  the  postage,  we 
will  endeavor  to  send  an  auswer  by  an  early 
mail ;  aud  if  the  question  is  of  general  interest 
we  will  also  answer  iu  the  paper.  One  letter 
received  today  is  a  model  of  what  such  letters 
should  be.  It  contains  twenty-one  questions, 
with  six  or  eight  lines  of  space  left  blank 
between  each,  and  a  stamp  for  postage  on  the 
auswer.  It  is  needless  to  say  the  answer  goes 
back  by  today's  mail. 


A  Few  Compliments. 

Wants  It  Twice  a  Week. 

Farm-Poultry  is  all  right;  it  just  fills  the 
bill,  and  I  wish  it  came  out  twice  a  week, 
instead  of  twice  a  mouth.  C.  A.  L. 

Lynn,  Mass. 

Helps  liaise  Chickens. 

I  do  uot  have  any  trouble  hatching  and 
growing  my  chicks  since  I  have  been  reading 
Fa  km- Poultry  .  Can  raise  two  chicks  now 
where  I  could  one  before.  J.  C.  H. 

Dausville,  Mich. 

Thinks  It  the  Best. 

I  have  only  recently  become  a  subscriber  to 
your  paper,  but  I  am  satisfied  it  is  the  best 
poultry  paper  I  can  get.  Any  intelligent 
person  having  it  does  not  need  any  other 
teaching  regarding  poultry  keeping;  they  can 
get  all  the  information  that  is  required  from 
Farm-Poultry.  N.  B. 

Windsor,  Out. 

Grows  Better. 

I  am  intensely  interested  in  Farm-Poultry. 
I  am  a  very  busy  woman,  with  a  husband,  two 
sons  and  a  hired  man  to  care  for,  but  when 
F.-P.  comes  everything  has  to  wait  till  I  get 
the  cream  oft"  that.  It  seems  to  grow  better 
with  every  number.  Mrs.  S.  J.  H. 

East  Providence  Center,  B.  I. 

Saved  Him  Five  Dollars. 

I  read  about  "  A  Bemarkablc  Claim  "  in  the 
last  Farm-Poultry,  and  will  say  it  saved  me 
§5,  for  I  ha\e  been  thinking  of  sendiug  for 
oue  of  those  egg  testers.  I  seut  for  a  circular 
and  that  talked  fair,  aud  I  made  up  my  mind 
to  have  one  before  I  did  more  hatching,  but  I 
am  §5  in,  thanks  to  Farm-Poultry. 

Golfstown,  N.  II.  W.  T.  B. 

Is  Greatly  Improved. 

Mr.  Silberstein,of  Hartnest  Farm,  Franiing- 
ham,  Muss.,  has  kindly  sent  me  May  1st. 
number  of  Farm-Poultry,  and  iu  truth  it 
was  a  surprise  to  me  in  the  great  improve- 
ment in  this  number  as  compared  with  the 
first  number  issued.  I  have  still  that  first 
number,  Sept.,  1S89,  and  have  carefully  pre- 
served it  ever  since  for  the  plans  of  an  up  to 
date  poultry  house  which  it  contains;  and  to 
compare  this  little  S  x  10  sheet,  meaty  though 
it  be,  with  the  present  large  21-page  paper, 
containing  solid  pages  of  valuable  reading  aud 
hundreds  of  ads.,  is  but  another  evidence  of 
modern  progress,  and  a  marked  testimony  to 
the  ability  of  its  editor  and  publishers. 
Enclosed  please  find,  etc.  J.  A.  M. 

Hermanville,  P.  E.  L,  Can. 


lses  Farm-Poultry 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Correspondents  who  enclose  stamps  for  reply  receive 
immediate  answers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
enclosed  questions  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
have  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  with 
answers  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  about  the  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Liver  Diseases. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  mc  what  is  the 
matter  with  my  poultry  if  I  can  describe  the  trouble? 
II  is  all  over  the  township  just  the  same.  They  sit 
on  the  perch,  ami  stand  around,  with  heads  drawn 
down.  After  twenty-four  hours  they  sit  down,  and 
die  sluing  down,  with  their  heads  drawn  under  their 
breasts.  They  are  not  hungry  and  not  very  thirsty. 
Droppings  at  e  white  and  green,  and  thin,  but  not 
watery.  It  is  all  about  here  among  the  farmers' poul- 
try.' I  stoppeil  it  four  days  once  with  red  vermilion; 
then  it  started  again.  Now  I  have  stopped  it  again 
by  giving  sulphur,  carbolic  acid  and  turpentine  in 
bran  mash,  but  do  not  know  how  long  I  can  stop  it. 

Hundreds  of  hens  have  died  around  here  this  spring 
in  tins  way ;  I  never  saw  anything  like  it  before. 
When  dissected  the  birds'  livers  are  soft,  greenish- 
brown,  and  twice  as  large  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  the 
gall  is  too  large.  Gizzard  seems  all  right;  is  full  of 
gravel,  aud  usually  contains  some  food.  Turkeys 
had  just  the  same,  but  it  does  not  kill  them  quite  as 
quickly  as  it  does  hens.  J.  C.  H. 

Dansville,  Midi. 

Mr.  Editor:—  I  have  kept  fowls  for  two  years  past 
with  success  so  far  as  health  is  concerned,  but  thirty 
days  ago  I  noticed  many  were  loose  in  the  bowels.  I 
was  feeding  a  mash  for  breakfast,  wheat  for  the  other 
two  meals.  Hens  had  to  be  kept  in  an  enclosure,  so  I 
disinfected  some,  turned  all  over  with  a  spade,  disin- 
fected water  fountains  in  the  morning,  aud  put 
podophyllum  in  the  water.  Some  improved  for  a 
time,  some  seemed  to  relapse  after  a  time.  Stools  are 
green  and  watery,  combs  black  ;  chicken  dumps  aud 
fives  for  weeks.  I  examined  the  first  dead  one  and 
found  a  fleshy  tumor  near  the  wish-boue,  as  large  as 
an  egg,  with  yellow  core.  The  next  sick  hen  had  three 
tumors  of  same  nature  near  the  crop,  one  of  which 
was  attached  lo  the  vital  organs.  I  killed  this  hen 
after  weeks  of  suffering,  and  found  a  liver  as  large  as 
six  or  eight  ordinary  livers,  all  mottled  and  soft,  so 
it  would  pulverize  under  the  fingers.  The  spleeu.too, 
was  very  iarge.  The  intestines  were  filled  with  a 
greenish  colored  matter. 

They  claim  cholera  kills  quickly;  this  then  can 
hardly  be  that.  Whatisit?  How  can  I  treat  it  suc- 
cessfully? The  hens  refuse  food,  get  very  poor,  aud 
continue  green  discharges  for  weeks.  My  enclosure 
is  '24  x  14  feet.  I  let  them  out  for  an  hour  almost  every 
night,  besides  I  get  sods  aud  green  stuff  for  them. 
I  have  about  thirty-six  fowls,  but  I  can  hardly  think 
the  number  can  have  anything  to  do  with  the  sick- 
ness, as  their  previous  health  has  been  so  good. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  W.  A.  P. 

Both  of  these  cases  are  undoubtedly  liver 
disease,  although  somewhat  different  in  their 
manifestations;  probably  both  caused  by  pre- 
ventable coudition,  and  in  liver  diseases  pre- 
vention is  one  hundred  times  better  than 
attempts  to  cure.  "  Farm- Poultry  Doctor" 
says,  "  The  diseases  of  the  liver  are  caused 
commonly  by  over-feeding  with  fat  producing 
foods  or  substances,"  and  then  divides  the 
tliseases  of  the  liver  into  "  congestion,  inflam- 
mation, enlargement,  and  wasting."  Of 
enlargement  it  says, "Enlargement,  or  hyper- 
trophy,is  ofteufound  in  hens  kept  over  the 
second  winter;  the  feeding  of  too  much  fat 
food  or  such  foods  as  tend  to  lay  on  fat,  com- 
bined with  lack  of  exercise  are  active  factors 
in  producing  this  disease.  When  this  trouble 
is  fully  developed  the  hen  sits  most  of  the  time 
on  the  ground,  and  late  in  the  disease  does  not 
i    ^'o  on  the  roost  at  night." 

Diseases  of  the  liver  assume  several  different 
forms,  but  in  both  cases  mentioned  above  we 
would  assume  enlargement  was  the  chief 
characteristic.  Generally,  indigestion  is  the 
starting  point,  and  the  usual  causes  of  indiges- 
tion are  over-feeding,  especially  of  fat  forming 
foods,  such  as  corn;  unwholesome  diet,  foul 
quarters,  filthy  drinking  water,  etc.  Impure 
air  promotes  this  trouble  when  improper  food 
gives  it  a  start.  Over-crowding  is  another 
factor  in  producing  liver  disease.  Fowls  must 
have  plenty  of  room  to  move  about  in  with 
comfort.   Crowded  fowls  are  uncomfortable, 

.  and  discomfort  accompanied  by  filthy  quarters 
and  improper  food  predisposes  to  indigestion, 
and  the  end  will  be  enlargement  of  the  liver. 

Prof.  Cook  of  England  tells  us  that  when  a 
hen  has  liver  disease  and  stops  laying  the 
disease  begins  to  develop  very  fast,  and  not 
more  than  one  fowl  in  twenty  will  ever  lay 
again  after  once  ceasing -to  lay.  Birds  with 
diseased  liv«rs  may  live  a  week,or  possible  for 

|  months,  and  in  some  cases  look  quite  red  in 
eomband  face,  but  the  flesh  on  the  breast 
gradually  wastes  away. 


Enlargement  of  the  liver  is  more  common 
in  hens  kept  over  the  second  moult,  aud  is 
usually  found  in  yards  of  those  poultry  keep- 
ers who  keep  hens  until  three  or  four  or  five 
years  old.  At  that  age  they  are  less  active, 
and  too  much  of  the  food  given  them  goes  to 
fat.  The  fowl  sits  most  of  the  time  on  the 
ground,  aud  as  the  disease  progresses  will  not 
go  on  the  roost  at  night. 

We  wish  every  reader  of  this  article  would 
carefully  read  the  first  chapter  of ''Farm-Poul- 
try Doctor,"  which  is  on  "prevention  of 
disease."  The  first  paragraph  says:  "To  be 
successful  in  the  keeping  of  poultry  one  must 
be  able  to  avoid  the  losses  that  come  from 
preventable  disease.  Very  likely  you  may  be 
skillful  in  curing  ailments  that  appear  in 
your  flocks ;  but  how  much  more  satisfactory 
it  is  to  have  no  sickness  to  contend  with.  Use 
common  sense  aud  prevention  rather  than  so- 
called  cures." 

That  sums  up  the  situation  in  a  nut  shell, 
and  we  say  frankly,  that  there  is  very  little 
satisfaction  in  attempting  to  treat  a  flock  of 
birds  that  have  diseased  livers.  Take  the  case 
of  our  Michigan  friend,  who  says  hundreds  of 
liens  have  died  around  there  this  spring  in 
this  manner.  Just  think  for  a  moment  of  the 
frightful  loss,  both  direct  and  indirect,  in  such 
a  mortality,  and  yet  we  believe  it  was  all  pre- 
ventable by  taking  common  sense  precautions, 
that  is  by  taking  reasonably  good  care  of  the 
flocks  as  recommended  so  frequently  in 
Farm-Poultry,  the  feeding  of  sound  whole- 
some food,  avoiding  fattening  food;  and  not 
only  would  those  hundreds  of  hens  be  saved, 
but  the  egg  yield  would  be  substantially  better. 
Our  Michigan  friend  went  bunglingly  to  work 
dosing  his  sick  hens,  first  with  red  vermilion, 
which  checked  the  trouble  temporarily,  but 
neither  removed  the  cause  nor  promoted  a 
cure;  then  he  fixed  up  a  dose  of  sulphur,  car- 
bolic acid  and  turpentine  mixed  into  a  bran 
mash.  It  is  hardly  strange  that  his  fowls 
died  with  such  treatment.  Those  doses  alone 
were  sufficient  to  kill  them.  The  first  thing 
to  do  when  greenish  droppings,  or  a  yellow- 
ish and  watery  discharge  appears,  is  to  give 
the  fowls  a  purge  to  clear  out  the  obstruction 
which  is  causing  the  trouble.  For  this  pur- 
pose one  of  Parsons'  Purgative  Pills  each 
night  for  two  consecutive  .nights  is  most 
excellent;  then  change  the  diet  to  a  simple 
unstiinulating  food  ration,  with  a  liberal 
allowance  of  green  food,  and  thus  gradually 
train  the  birds  into  condition.  We  cannot 
well  do  better  than  quote  in  full  "  Farm- 
Poultry  Doctor's  "  definition  of  diseases  of  the 
liver,  with  symptoms  and  treatment: 

"  Congestion.— This  is  the  first  stage  in 
inflammation,  but  does  not  always  lead  to  it. 
It  is  caused  by  any  disease  of  crop,  gizzard  or 
bowels  that  obstructs  the  circulation  of  blood. 
Disease  of  egg  passage  is  often  accompanied 
by  congestion  of  liver. 

"When  fowls  are  attacked  by  this  disease 
the  early  symptoms  are  rough  plumage, 
watery  diarrhoea,  first  brownish,  then  yellow. 
The  comb  is  first  of  a  purple  hue,  but  soon 
becomes  dark  and  even  black.  The  bird  looks 
forsaken,  and  has  little  desire  for  food  or 
exercise. 

"  Treatment.— A  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil, 
or  one-half  teaspoonful  of  sulphate  magnesia 
dissolved  in  water,  given  once  a  day,  com- 
bined with  a  diet  of  cut  clover  in  winter  or 
cooping  out  on  grass  in  summer,  will  be  help- 
ful in  this  disease.  If  this  condition  is  not 
soon  relieved  it  passes  in  the  second  stage 
known  as  hepatitis. 

"  Inflammation.— Inflammation,  or  hepa- 
titis, is  nearly  always  fatal.  If  allowed  to 
get  into  this  stage  medicine  or  care  bring  little 
reward.  These  cases  will  nearly  always  show 
a  history  either  of  tuberculosis  or  fatty 
degeneration. 

"  Symptoms.— Diarrhoea  of  a  yellow  cast, 
watery  often ;  appetite  poor,  but  thirst 
increased.  The  hen  sits  on  floor,  and  moves 
but  seldom  except  to  get  drink.  Breathing  is 
slow  and  heavy.  The  bird  rapidly  loses  flesh , 
and  in  a  week  or  two  is  little  more  than  skin 
aud  bones. 

.  "  Treatment.— Unsatisfactory,  but  is  as  fol- 
lows :  A  teaspoonful  of  sulphate  magnesia 
dissolved  in  water  given  at  night,  and  the 
next  morning  one-half  teaspoonful  castor  oil. 
Tincture  nux  vomica  one-fourth  teaspoonful 
to  pint  of  water,  to  be  kept  constantly  within 


reach  for  drink.  Feed  lightly  on  bran  mashes 
aud  green  food,  avoiding  all  stimulating 
foods. 

"  Enlargement.— Enlargement,  or  hyper- 
trophy, is  often  found  in  hens  kept  over  the 
second  winter.  The  feeding  of  too  much 
fatty  food,  or  such  foods  as  tend  to  lay  on  fat, 
combined  with  lack  of  exercise,  are  active 
factors  in  producing  this  disease. 

"  Symjitoms.— When  this  trouble  is  fully 
developed  the  hen  sits  most  of  the  time  on  the 
ground,  and  late  in  the  disease  does  not  go  on 
the  roost  at  night. 

"  Treatment.— Feed  as  in  inflammation  of 
the  liver.  As  drink,  give  one  quart  of  water 
in  which  one-half  teaspoonful  of  powdered 
muriate  of  ammonia  has  been  dissolved. 

"  Prevention  is  better  than  cure,  aud  in 
this  disease,  certainly,  is  more  sure  to  give 
the  best  results." 


Poison  Ivy  in  a  Poultry  Yard. 

Mr.  Editor:— Would  poison  ivy  in  a  poultry  yard 
injure  the  hens  kept  there  —  or  would  they  know 
enough  uot  to  eat  it,  if  it  were  injurious? 

Arlington,  Mass.  C.E.P. 

We  cannot  say  positively.  We  have  to 
confess  ignorance  as  to  whether  poison  ivy  is 
a  poison  when  taken  into  the  stomach.  All 
the  cases  of  ivy  poisoning  we  recall  at  this 
moment  were  external.  We  think  that  the 
fowls,  if  well  supplied  with  green  food,  would 
uot  be  apt  to  eat  the  ivy;  but  certainly  we 
should  try  the  experiment  on  a  scrub  fowl  or 
two  before  taking  chances  on  a  whole  flock  or 
on  valuable  birds. 


Wants  Rich  Colored  Yolks.    Made  in 
Germany. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Cauyou  tell  me  what  ration  to 
feed  in  order  to  get  a  rich  colored  yolk  to  the  eggs? 

2d.  Is  there  a  manufactory  in  the  world  where 
they  make  eggs?  There  is  a  clipping  in  your  paper 
of  May  15ih,  front  The  Globe,  (Loudon),  that  reads  as 
if  there  was.  Z.  O.  R. 

Taunton,  Mass. 

1st.  Abundant  green  food  gives  yolks  a 
rich  color.  If  the  hens  cannot  have  a  grass 
run  they  should  be  well  supplied  with  lawn 
clippings,  or  other  green  food. 

2d.  We  do  not  know  of  a  place  where  eggs 
are  made.  We  believe  some  imitation  eggs 
have  been  made,  but  not  on  a  commercial 
scale.  The  phrase,  "made  in  Germany," 
which  misleads  our  correspondent,  refers  to 
the  fact  that  very  great  numbers  of  articles 
sold  in  England  are  made  in  Germany,  and 
are  so  stamped.  Many  Englishmen,  like  many 
Americans,  think  the  people  should  produce 
the  goods  at  home,  and  keep  at  home  the 
enormous  sums  annually  paid  out  for  foreign 
made  goods.  In  connection  with  the  discus- 
sion of  this  economic  question,  the  phrase, 
"  made  in  Germany,"  has  become  a  by-word 
in  England,  and  is  so  used  in  the  paragraph 
we  clipped  from  the  London  Xxlobe. 


How  Many  Chickens  on  5,000  Square  Feet? 
Wanted,  a  Poultry  Book. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  How  many  chickens  can  I  keep 
on  a  place  50x100  feet?  What  size  house  should  I 
have  for  them? 

2d.  Can  you  give  me  the  name  of  some  good  book 
treating  on  buildings,  space,  feeding,  etc.? 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  J.  A.  G. 

1st.  From  sixty  to  one  hundred  fowls 
could  be  kept  on  this  plot  of  ground  very 
nicely.  A  person  skilled  in  handling  hens  in 
close  quarters,  aud  using  the  plot  mostly  for 
hens  for  winter  eggs,  could  keep  as  high  as 
two  hundred  on  it  through  the  winter,  but 
would  be  obliged  to  reduce  the  number  in 
warm  weather.  It  all  depends  on  what 
system  is  followed.  If  the  yards  are  to  be 
kept  in  grass  the  lowest  number  given  cannot 
be  far  exceeded.  If  the  yards  are  simply 
exercise  grounds  one  hundred  fowls  could  be 
kept  on  the  plot.  In  that  case  most  of  the 
green  food  would  have  to  be  furnished,  for 
the  grass,  while  not  entirely  killed  out,  would 
be  so  soiled  as  not  to  be  fit  for  food.  With 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  hens 
on  the  plot  no  grass  would  grow,  and  these 
large  numbers  of  fowls  should  not  be  kept  on 
a  plot  of  the  size  stated  unless  they  can  be. 
and  are  given  the  very  best  of  care,  and  unless 
the  circumstances  require  aud  warrant  this 
intensive  style  of  poultry  keeping. 

The  size  and  style  of  house  or  houses  used 
would  be  governed  by  the  size  of  the  flock 
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aud  the  lay  of  the  land.  If  the  plot  is  one 
hundred  feet  north  and  south  and  it  is  desired 
to  keep  the  yards  in  grass,  a  house  fifty  feet 
long  and  twelve  feet  wide  would  give  ample 
room.  It  should  be  divided  into  four  com- 
partments. If  the  length  of  the  plot  is  east 
and  west,  aud  it  is  desired  to  keep  say  one 
hundred  fowls,  a  good  style  of  house  would 
be  the  scratching  shed  house,  facing  south. 
This  could  be  built  of  the  dimensions  given 
in  June  15th  F.-P.,  page  218,  and  placed  so  that 
the  west  end  of  the  house  is  eighteen  feet 
from  the  west  line  of  the  plot,  and  the  east 
end  the  same  distance  from  the  east  line,  then 
with  the  yards  each  twenty-five  feet  wide 
there  will  be  direct  communication  from  each 
scratching  shed  with  the  yard  connected  with 
it,  even  though  the  yards  are  wider  than  the 
sections  of  the  house. 

2d.  There  is  no  up  to  date  book  covering 
all  these  points  on  the  market.  The  pamphlet 
books  of  the  "  Poultryman's  Library,"  issued 
by  the  publishers  of  this  paper,  will  give  you 
the  information  in  about  as  cheap  and  con- 
venient a  form  as  is  now  obtainable. 


Celery  Fed  Broilers.    Blindness  in  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  What  is  meant  by  "celery  fed 
broilers? 

2d.  What  is  the  cause  of  blindness  iu  little  chicks  ? 
All  1  lose  this  year  become  blind  first,  although  able 
to  walk,  and  then  gradually  die.  S.  J.  C. 

Keep  Loyal,  Md. 

"  Celery  fed  broilers  "  are  broilers  fed  celery 
for  a  few  days  previous  to  killing,  to  flavor 
the  flesh.  Feeding  celery  for  this  purpose  is 
but  little  practiced.  It  originated  with  some 
duck  growers  who  fed  their  ducklings  celery 
to  give  the  flesh  a  flavor  similar  to  that 
of  the  wild  ducks  whose  flesh  is  flavored  by 
the  wild  celery  which  forms  a  part  of  their 
diet. 

2d.  Probably  your  little  chicks  catch  cok'.. 
The  discharge  from  the  eyes  gums  the  lids 
together,  and  in  a  few  days  the  chick  starves 
to  death,  just  because  it  cannot  see  to  eat.  In 
the  first  place,  when  you  see  a  chick  with  the 
eyes  closed,  open  them.  This  can  almost 
always  be  done  by  anointing  with  vaseline, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  pulling  the  lids  gently 
apart.  Next  find  out  the  cause  of  the  chick 
catching  cold,  and  remedy  that. 


How  Many  Ducks  From  Two? 

Mr. Editor:— How  many  ducks  ought  a  man  to  raise 
from  two  ducks?  About  what  per  cent? 
New  York  City.  W.C.B. 

Does  our  correspondent  mean  by  "  two 
ducks,"  a  drake  and  duck,  or  two  females? 
We  have  known  of  nearly  one  hundred  ducks 
being  reared  from  the  eggs  laid  by  a  single 
female  in  a  Season,  and  think  it  possible  this 
number  has  been  exceeded.  Average  results 
are  much  lower  than  this.  There  seems  to  be 
quite  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  point 
among  the  duck  men  themselves.  We  think, 
though,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  under 
favorable  conditions  and  barring  serious 
accidents,  a  man  might  reasonably  expect  to 
rear  fifty  young  from  each  female  in  the 
breeding  yard.  We  believe  that  an  expert 
duck  breeder  would  do  this  easily  in  case  he 
undertook  to  see  just  how  many  could  be 
reared  from  a  given  number  of  birds.  In 
fact,  we  would  be  disappointed  in  some  of 
them  did  they  not  do  much  better  than  the 
figures  given. 


Broilers  in  Maine. 

Mr.  Editor:  — 1st.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  lo 
undertake  broiler  raising  here  iu  Maine,  where  the 
climate  is  so  cold  and  changeable,  and  the  temperature 
ranges  from  50  degrees  above  zero  to  25  degrees  or  30 
degrees  below  in  twenty-four  hours? 

2d.  Wouldn't  it  he  a  good  idea  to  use  Peep-o'-Day 
brooders  iu  a  steam  heated  brooder  house  to  insure 
plenty  of  warmth  ?  n. 

AValdoboro,  Maine. 

1st.  We  would  not  advise  you  to  attempt 
broiler  raising  on  an  extensive  scale  until  you 
have  satisfied  yourself  just  what  can  be  done. 

2d.  Even  where  the  changes  are  less  severe 
than  in  your  section,  many  poultrymeu  find 
it  necessary  to  use  both  steam  heat  and  individ- 
ual brooders.  By  referring  to  the  article  on 
"Brooders  aud  Brooder  Houses,"  F:-P.  March 
1,  1898,  you  will  see  that  your  question  was 
answered  fully  in  that  article. 
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UoiHtcnins  eckh  Dorins  Incubation,  Car«- 
<»f  Young  chicka. 
Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  What  I*  your  opinion  of  hprlnk- 
hng  eggs  M-'t  under  a  lum,  » iili  warm  water  occasion- 
ally ? 

•>d.  |B  it  not  better  to  keep  young  chick*  oir  the 

ground  and  In  a.lry  place  for  Hrot  three  weekb? 
ColllnwouoYO. 

l»t.  Tbla  queatlon  wan  answered  In  June 
1st  B\-P.,  wbicb.  WfU  on  the  presses  al  the  time 
tbe  query  was  received. 

2tl.  This  question  is  also  answereil  in  .June 
1st  I'.-l'.,  page  211,  under  tbe  beadlag,  "Wiiy 
Do  Hie  Chickens  Die?" 


Bon  Many  Chicks? 
Mr.  Editor:—  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  Uirougll  the 
columns  ol  Pabm-Poolthv  bow  many  Light  Brah- 
ma chick-,  hatched  the  lust  of  September  ami  first  of 

1 1,  ,-,  could  be  profitably  housed  during  tbe  winter 

In  ah. hi-i  I"  x  20, 10 foot  lllgll In  front,  (south  side), 
anil  7  (eel  lllgll  on  the  Back?  The  house  contains  two 
w  ludow  a  on  the  south  side.  The  ehleks  to  he  sold  In 
the  spring  for  market.  According  lo  request  in  F.-P., 

I  enclose  -lamp.  M.  C.  K. 
Bri.lgowator,  Mass. 

Vuii  could  house  fifty  I/i^ht  Brahma  chicks 
ill  a  building  of  that  size,  but  think  you  would 
4,'ci  better  results  if  you  would  divide  it  in 
two  pens  by  a  partition,  and  keep  the  birds  in 
two  families.  Fifty  is  loo  many  to  keep 
together  until  fully  ".rown,  and  expect  good 
results. 

Why  do  you  keep  last  of  September  and 
first  of  October  chickens  through  the  winter 
to  sell  in  the  market  in  spring:'  Generally 
speaking,  such  chickens  just  about  "  eat  their 
beads  oil  "  before  they  get  to  market ;  whereas, 
If  you  put  thirty  head  of  laying  stock  in  such 
a  house,  they  would  consume  no  more  food, 
Should  produce  you  a  dollar  and  a  half's  worlh 
of  eggs  apiece,  and  then  you  could  market 
them  in.  the  spring  for  fifty  to  seventy-five 
cents  apiece,  according  to  size.  AVe  think 
thai  would  pay  you  very  much  better. 

We  regret  that  you  mistake  us  as  to  the 
request  to  enclose  stamp;  that  request  is  only 
for  lliosc  wishing  a  reply  by  return  mail,  and 
Is  to  prepay  postage  on  such  answer.  Ques- 
tions to  be  answered  in  the  paper  do  not 
require  stamp. 

Black  Chicks  From  While  Wyandotte  Kegs. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  a  subscriber  to  Fa  km- Poultry, 
ami  take  great  Interest  In  reading  It.  I  am  doing 
Something  In  the  poultry  line,  ami  wishing  to  do  still 

i  •(•,  bought  a  300-egg  I'ralrlc  Stale  Incuhator,  and 

taking  a  fancy  to  While  Wyandottes.  I  bought  of  one 

man  in  Massachusetts  one  hundred  and  Bfly  eggs,  and 
of  a  man  in  Maine  another  one  hundred  and  fifty  eggs. 

II  Mh  advertise  III  PARM-POOLTHY,  and  claim  to  have 
llrst  class  stock.  I  tested  out  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen eggs  at  tlx-  end  .if  sixteen  days.  The  hatch  came 
off  last  Wednesday,  one  hundred  and  eight  chicks; 
Hi.-  rosl  ..f  the  pggs  bad  partly  grown  chicks,  all  dead, 
very  fair  for  the  eggs  after  expressing  them  so  far— 
hut  what  slicks  inc  Is  why  t  cot  black  chick;  out  of 

g  I  blooded  W.  Wyandotte  eggs.   If  you  can  I  ell  me 

I  would  like  to  kliow,  I  hail  live  black  ones,  and  sev- 
eral thill  llld  not  ConlC  out  were  black.        E.  (.'.  W. 

Leigh  ton's  Corner,  N.  H. 

The  presumption  is  that  these  black  chicks 
are  not  W.  Wyandottes  at  all.  It  is  possible 
that  one  of  the  breeders  of  whom  you  bought 
Oggs  may  be  a  breeder  also  of  Barred  P. 
Rocks,  and  that  it  few  of  the  Rock  eggs 
slippe.l  in  by  mistake,  or  may  have  been  put 
In  to  make  up  a  shortage.  People  do  not 
usually  expect  that  incubator  eggs  shall  be 
first  class  stock.  If  you  ordered  pure  Wyan- 
dotte eggs  and  have  got  Hock  chicks  you 
would  have  grounds  of  complaint  against  the 
breeders  of  whom  you  bought ;  but  we  advise 
you  to  wall  until  the  chickens  have  fledged,  as 
Some  \V.  Wyandotte  chicks  arc  <piltc  gray  or 
quite  brown  in  color  when  first  batched; 
usually  lliosc  half-colored  chicks  are  the 
Whitest  when  I  hey  have  fledged.  Seethe 
article.  "  The  Color  of  Chicks,"  page  186,  .May 
1st  number. 

Leghorns,  and  t  ree  Range. 

Mr.  Editor:—!  would  like  to  have  yon  answer 
through  Kaum-Poi  i.thy  the  question,  bow  yon 
think  Leghorn  fowls  would  do  with  free  range  In 

slimmer  and  kepi  In  llOUSFS  that  would  he  warm  in 

winter?  I>.>  you  think  they  wpuld  lay  as  well  In 
winter  a-  I'.  Rocks  If  they  were  kept  busy.  In  pens  of 

fifteen  cm-ny  F.H.M. 

New  London,  Ohio. 

That  is  a  rather  difficult  question,  and 

could  only  be  answered  by  experiment.  Leg- 
horns having  free  range  in  summer  would  be 
very  likely  to  lay  under  the  hedgerows  and  in 
hidden  places,  and  you  would  be  likely  to  lose 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  eggs.  Then, 
too,  any  birds  ranging  widely  w  ill  lay  fewer 
eggs  than  birds  kept  in  bouses  and  yards.  If 
your  ooject  w-is  to  get  them  in  good  physical 


condition  by  "  turning  them  out  to  grass,"  so 
to  speak,  with  a  purpose  to  feed  them  well 
ami  induce  heavy  egg  production  in  winter, 
that  would  be  one  thing,  and  for  that  purpose 
free  range  for  two  or  three  months  iu  summer 
would  be  best. 

Whether  they  would  lay  as  well  as  P.  Hocks, 
would  depend  upon  circumstances.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  the  P.  Hocks  are  much  the 
bcllcr  winter  layers,  because  they  have  the 
large  body  well  cushioned  with  fat,  which 
enables  them  to  stand  the  cold  better.  Leg- 
horns arc  small  of  body  and  do  not  secrete 
fat,  hence  the  cold  hits  them  very  hard.  Tbe 
natural  home  of  the  Leghorn  is  a  warm 
country  with  a  very  mild  winter,  and  it  is 
hardly  fair  to  them  to  expect  them  to  be  as 
good  winter  layers  as  the  larger,  fatter, 
general  purpose  fowls. 


A   Hard  Case. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  me  what  is  the 
trouble  with  my  fowls?  1  have  lost  five,  ami  two 
more  are  sick.  They  mope  around  for  a  day  or  two, 
then  they  stand  over  the  water  most  of  the  time, and 
the  next  day  die.  Their  bowels  become  very  loose. 
I  feed  cracked  corn  alone,  and  they  have  free  range. 

I  bad  a  coop  wired  in  for  young  chicks,  and  the 
ralus  made  It  foul.  I  look  the  cover  off  lo  dry  It.  and 
sol  f  the  qld  bens  would  II  y  lu  and  eat  the  old  tend. 

Jamaica,  N.  V.  J.M.  i>. 

Your  fowls  probably  die  of  indigestion  (or 
congestion)  of  the  bowels,  caused  by  feeding 
them  one  kind  of  food  only,  and  probably 
lack  of  grit. 

Corn  is  one  of  the  worst  kinds  of  food  for  a 
steady  diet,  as  it  is  extremely  fattening,  and 
contains  very  little  nutrition  for  bone,  muscle, 
feathers,  etc.  A  fowl  would  starve  to  death 
in  time,  fed  on  nothing  but  corn.  It  becomes 
ravenously  hungry,  because,  although  gorged 
with  corn,  its  system  craves  the  nutrition 
which  other  food  elements  would  give  it,  and 
because  of  that  craving  it  greedily  eats  and 
gorges  itself  Willi  corn,  and  the  digestive 
organs  are  crammed  to  suffocation  with  food 
which  it  cannot  digest.  That  induces  the 
looseness  of  the  bowels,  which  is  simply  a 
symptom,  usually  manifesting  itself  a  little 
before  death.  It  is  quite  probable  that  your 
hens  flying  into  the  old  chicken  coop  and  eat- 
ing the  old  nasty  food,  was  because  they  were 
so  hungry  for  other  nutrition.  We  recom- 
mend you  to  read  the  article,  ■'  Feeding  Fowls 
for  Eggs,"  in  November  15,  189",  Fahm- 
POULTRY. 


Sour  Buttermilk.  Chickens  Die. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Is  sour  buttermilk  good  for  bens 
and  chicks,  either  in  tbe  mash,  or  to  drink? 

2d.  In  Ibis  town  nearly  everyone  reports  a  large  per 
cent  of  chickens  living  this  spring.  I  have  lost  oue 
hundred  and  fifty  out  of  five  hundred,  and  cannot 
learn  the  cause.  They  are  mostly  Incubator  chickens, 
raised  in  brooders,  and  they  die  at  all  ages  during  the 
first  week,  and  w  hen  three  or  four  weeks  old;  but 
mostly  during  the  second  week. 

Some  have  a  Utile  bowel  trouble,  but  Others  appear 
all  right, and  yet  they  die.  Some  will  stand  around  a 
day  or  two,  and  then  give  up  thcstruggle,  while  others 
are  dead  almost  before  I  know  they  are  sick  at  all. 

Some  of  them  lie  around  in  the  br  ler  for  a  day,  not 

able  to  get  onto  their  feet, and  gradually  grow  weaker 
until  they  die. 

I  lost  only  twenty-live  last  year  out  of  Ihu  same 
number,  and  have  followed  the  same  food  and  methods 
this  year.  It  Is  not  lice,  for  I  have  greased  all  their 
heads.  Some  few  hatched  by  hens  were  lousy,  hut  I 
have  given  them  extra  care  In  this  particular.  Food 
Is  rolled  oals.  H-0  mash,  wheal,  cracked  corn,  grit, 
charcoal.  Temperature  in  brooder  loo  degrees, 
reduced  gradully  to  "0  degrees  by  third  week.  Cau 
you  help  clear  up  the  mystery?  J.J.S. 

Oxford,  Ma>-. 

1st.  We  have  never  had  experience  with 
sour  buttermilk,  but  milk  iu  every  possible 
form  is  good,  and  we  know  that  sweet  milk, 
sour  milk,  whey,  curds,  and  sweet  buttermilk 
are  used  for  poultry  and  chicken  food  and 
drink,  hence  we  think  sour  buttermilk  would 
be  good  also. 

AVe  would  suggest  .that  you  experiment 
with  feeding  it  a  lillle  at  a  time,  and  watch 
results.  If  it  does  not  scour  the  hens  and 
chicks,  gradually  increase  the  quantity. 

•id.  This  is  an  exceedingly  broad  question, 
and  it  may  be  one  of  a  dozen  different  causes, 
or  it  may  be  a  combination  of  several  of  them. 
Your  breeding  stock  may  be  weaker  as  to 
stamina  this  spring,  and  tiie  chicks  may  hatch 
less  well  and  be  less  able  to  make  a  live  of  it 
on  account  of  that.  For  several  reasons  hatches 
have  been  poor  this  year,  and  generally  speak- 
ing, chicks  have  been  weaker  in  stamina  than 
some  years,  (ieneraliv  speaking,  in  a  year  of 
poor  batches  the  chicks  that  do  hatch  are  lower 
iu  vitality. 


1 1  i-  quite  possible  that  the  mortality  among 
your  chicks  is  due  to  defects  iu  your  food  and 
care.  We  think  you  start  your  brooder  some- 
what too  high  iu  temperature, 90  degrees  being 
about  as  high  as  chicks  can  stand,  and  stand 
well.  Your  100  degrees  for  the  first  few  days 
would  debilitate  the  chicks,  and  some  that  were 
weakly  would  be  almost  certainly  killed  by  it. 
You.- greasing  their  beads  for  lice  is  quite 
possibly  another  contributing  cause  of  the 
mortality.  Greasing  the  beads  of  chicks  will 
kill  only  the  head  lice,  aud  there  are  more 
likely  to  be  lice  under  the  wings  and  about  tbe 
thigh,  etc.,  than  on  tbe  heads.  We  never 
greased  the  bead  of  a  chick,  and  do  not  think 
it  Is  at  all  necessary  if  tbe  right  precautions 
are  taken  as  to  cleanliness  and  the  prevention 
of  lice.  The  fact  that  your  chicks  hatched 
under  hens  that  were  lousy,  proves  that  you 
did  not  take  these  preventive  measures.  The 
place  to  fight  lice  is  on  the  sitting  hen.  Query. 
Did  you  grease  the  heads  of  the  incubator 
chicks?  If  so,  why?  They  could  not  possibly 
have  had  lice  on  them  if  they  were  kept  away 
from  contact  with  the  hens. 

This  answer  may  not  be  quite  what  you 
expected,  but  is  the  best  we  can  give  you. 


Scratching  Room  Under  the  House. 

Mr.  Editor:—  Would  you  kindly  advise  as  to  the 
salient  points  for  and  against  having  three  feet  of 
scratching  room  under  the  floor  of  the  pen?  The 
bouse  to  be  on  a  very  sloping  southern  exposure,  with 
a  back  wall  of  brick.  It  could  be  four  or  five  feet  In 
tbe  ground.  R-  C.  A. 

Coleman,  York  Co..  Out. 

On  general  principles  we  think  it  a  mistake 
to  have  the  scratching  room  under  the  floor  of 
the  pen,  and  think  tbe  scratching  shed  next 
the  pen  offers  very  decided  advantages.  Hav- 
ing the  scratching  room  beneath  the  pen  lifts 
the  latter  up  into  the  air,  making  it  much 
colder;  then,  too,  the  scratching  basement  is 
lower,  gets  less  sunshine,  and  is  apt  to  be 
damp.  Some  of  the  hens  are  almost  certain 
to  lay  there,  necessitating  going  iu  after  the 
eggs,  and  in  cold  weather  crawling  in  two  or 
three  times  a  day  to  get  them  before  they 
freeze.  The  scratching  room  under  the  floor 
of  the  pen  is  certainly  better  than  no  scratch- 
ing room  at  all,  but  the  open  front  scratching 
shed  as  shown  in  the  last  number  is  much 
superior  to  this  plan. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUR  KEQUKSTS:  —  h~e  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  t'ARM-POULTUY. 
Another  is  if  you  ask  them  questions,  ahrays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  thatyou  mean  business. 
Remember,  "Molasses  trill  catch  more  Jiies  than 
vinegar,"  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  nunc.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon  Wick.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.G. 
Uobinson,  printer  F.-l'.,  23  Purchase  St.,  Bostou. 

V  BARGAIN  rest  of  season.  Golden  and  Silver 
I.ace.i  and  Butt  Wv.lt.  eegs  $1.25  per  18'  S3  per  40. 
Stock  low.  and  returnable  If  not  satisfactory.  Cir- 
culars. F. S. Teuney,  Petcrboro,  N.H. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesley ville.  Pa.,  formerly  Meail- 
vlllc,  oilers  a  few  more  Light  Brahmas, and  Silver 
Wyandottes  at  a  bargain.  Write  at  once  for  prices 
on'what  you  want. 

ANNAHLK'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  iu  the  leading 
shows  this  season,  won  the  majority  of  prizes, 
scoring  from '.'4  to  ii7  points,  showing  the  highest 
scoring  bird  in  any  show.  Eggs  $1.50  per  IS;  S2.25 
per  Jii;  Ssi  per  3'.l;  $i'>  per  100.  Few  as  wood,  none 
better.  C.  H.  Annuble,  Danvers,  Mass. 

\T  LOW  prices.  200  breeding  ami  show  bens  of  H. 
andS:C.  Br.,  White  aud  Buff  Leg.,  Bar.  and  Wh. 
Mocks.  HI.  I.angshans.  Minorcas,  Wh.  Wyaml.anil 
Belgian  Hares.  Great  layers  and  line  In  show 
Qualities.   W.W.Kulp.  Box  40,  Pottslown,  Pa. 

BREEDING  STOCK  lb  Silver  and  Golden  Wyan- 
dottes after  dune  1st :  5  half-bred  English  cock'ls, 
just  the  thing  lo  put  backs  on  your  pullets.  This 
slock  will  be  sold  lu  pairs,  trios,  or  pens:  prices 
reasonable  for  quality.  Eggs  at  half-price  now. 
John  C. Jodrcy.  Danvers,  Mass. 

C.  S.  Cl'LLl'M.  Mcailvllle.  I'a..  breeder  of  s.  c. 
W.  Leghorns,  R.C.  B.  Leghorns,  B.  1'.  Mocks.  Wh. 
Cochins,  silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Pckin  Ducks, 
ami  Bron/e  Turkeys.  Fowls  for  sale  al  all  times: 
cues  In  season.  A"  few  S.  S.  Hamburg  fowls  to 
sparc-at  a  bargalu. 

HOI'DANS,  Score  'M.  weight  SJ  lbs.,  perfect  in  V- 
coinb,  .'lib  toe,  ami  markings.  .Tlso  Bl'k  Lang- 
Bhans.  While  Ply.  Mocks,  ami  Rose  Comb  Barred 
Ply.  Mocks.  Isadore  strain.  A.  W.  Tyler,  79 
Andover  SI..  IVahoily,  Mass. 

ROSE  C.  It.  LEGHORNS  specialty  12  years.  Cir- 
cular free.  .1. 1..  Randolph,  Bartlcti,  Ohio. 

11.  BR.  LEGHORNS  al  SS  a  trio,  to  make 
room.   Geo.  A.  Kuight,  Peabody,  Mass. 

WHITE  Wyandottes  exclusively.  Early  proline 
la]  Ing  si  rain,  dark  brow  n  eggs,  bred  for  practical 
purposes.  KggslS»tl:  Incubator  eggs.  $4  per  100, 

Slock  In  season.   I'.  I).  Willie,  No.  Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Original  .lark  egg 
strain.    Rush  Vaughan.  Woodstock.  Vl. 

W 11 1TE  Wyandottes,  proline  lavers  of  large  brown 
eggs.   W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WH.  WYA>"D.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Mercuantvilre,  X.J. 


Buyers'  Directory. 

CLASSIFIED  Al)  VERTISEAIEXTS  only  tcil  I  be 
printed  under  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  trord  or  name  allotted;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  l^s  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  tcishes;  alt  space 
used  except  classified  headline*  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  line* 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
abou  t  seven  ordinary  words  tcil  I  male  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically*  as  in  a  fc*  business  directory,** 

BANTAMS. 

M.OI  (iH's  Bantam  varils.  larg.-l  in  New  I  ndian,: 
y    Circulars  free.   W.W.t  lough.  Meilwa) .  Mass. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

T.  KRAH.  W.  P.  Mocks,  prize  winning.  KKt» 

J    III  -easou.  SI,,,.!,.      F.  C.  Brown,  gim  lur,  \  i. 

C CHOICE  IS. ami  W  .  I'.  Hock-.  W.  \\  van..  >.  <  .  |(. 
Leg's.  CI;-,  free.  Scantie  I'.  V.I-..  Hampden.  Mass. 

G MM. DEN  ami  Bull'  \\\dl-.  ami  the  <  '..I  u  i  an 
T  strain  <jf  Belgian  Hare's,  tbe  finest  of  theli  km. is 
In  t  Ids  country,  are  now  to  be  sold  at  once  for  t  he  ben 
bid  I  can  gel  for  them.— prize  winuersaudall:  not  one 
In  the  lot  that  is  not  Al.  The  cause  of  this  I  am  not 
able  to  attend  to  my  business,  aud  propose  to  lake  a 
rest.  W rite  at  once.  .  . 
 (i.  W.  Ei-lii. ii.  Kan..  M  i--. 

.)(  w  j  (  U.OICE  yearling  hens  aud  early  hatched 
£t  \  t\  f  pullets  ami  cockerels  cheap,  W.  aud  B.  I". 
Rocks  and  W.  Wyandottes, great  lay  ing  strains,  bred 
for  liiisjn.-ss.  to  o,  s.  Bowc'n.  Kasi  ford.  <  i . 

Rl  1 1 1  <  I   I  '       '  -  -  '  n  . 
'  hatching;  large  tic  page  book  10c.;  Male  card 
free.  .1.  A.  Bcrgcy.  Telfor.l.  I'a. 

GLOVER  HAY. 

(ILOVEK,  cut  ready  for  ~      per  !>■  11.-. 
Woodhid  Farm.  Station  V..  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

(MT  CLOVER  IN'  SACKS,  $1  per  H<  II, s. 
 I.  C.  Q'.iirin.  Tioga  (  eui.  i .  N  .  \  . 


EGGS. 


R. 


C.  B.  .MINORCAS,  w  inners  al  iasi  Madison 
Square  and  Mt.  Gretna  shows. 

 II.  W.  Bohil.  34  X.  i'th  St..  Heading.  I'a. 

J  H ITE  and  Bl'k  Min.  pure  bred,  best  strains. 
'    Eggs  SI  per  15.  Sarah  Shaw.  Wjutbrop.  \ .  V. 


LEGHORNS, 


I     Leghorns  quickly,  (i  need  the  room  i.  I«i:i  sell 
them  at  S1.50  each  for  yearling  hens;  98  for  six ;  COS 
at  So  which  is  considerably  less  than  bal  f  their  value. 
-  All  stock  guaranteed  in  perfect  health,  and  vigorous. 

 Hartuesl  Kami.  Eraminghani.  M  iss. 

C.  BROWN  Leghorns.    Mock  for  sale  al  all 
•    times.        E.  T.  Murphy.  E.  Whitman.  Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


|>K1CK"I  Minorca  aud  fowls  greatly  reduced 
L     for  June  aud  July.    Large  catalogue. 

G.  H.  Xorthup.  Box  7*;,  Kaceville.  X.  Y. 


B 
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L'K  Minorcas.  Eggs  SI  per  15.  See  ad.  page 
 Barnes  Bros..  Wcllsvillc.  N  .  v  . 

LACK  Miuorcas  exclnsivelv.  I'ri/e  pen  at  Madi- 
son Square  Garden.  1S88.   Eggs  $1.50  for  13. 
 M.Morv.  W  Ki  liiigion  Ave..  Brooklyn.  N.  V. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

BARKED  FLYMOl'TH  Kock  eggs'  from  pure 
and  healthy  strain,  to  any  pari  of  United  Stales, 
express  paid,  for  $1.95  sitting  of  13. 
 Win.  Fccncv.  Ballston  Spa.  N.Y. 


w 


P.  KOCKS.  Eggs  SI  per  15.  See  ad.  id] 
222.  Barnes  Bros..  Wcllsvillc.  X.  Y 


 POULTRY  REMEDIES.  

THE  KEsT  Poultry  Remedies  in  the  world. 
Lice  Remedy :— gua'ranteed  to  kill  every  louse 
on  your  fowl;  only  few  minutes  labor  required  to  do 
it.  Roup  Cure:  —  guaranteed  to  kill  the  worst  cases. 
Egg  Preserver:— guaranteed  to  keep  eggs  fresh  from 
one  to  two  years,  that  cannot  be  told  from  afresh 
laid  egg.  Agents  wanted.  Circular  free. 
 F.  B.Morcv.  l'unxsulnwnc) .  I'a. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

"¥"  OW  EST  price  on  1'oullrv  Nellin^'  in  Hie  world. 
_Li  Send  list  of  wants  and  we  will  quote  by  reiurn 
mail.  Tiie  Brockway-Sniith  Corporaiioii.  L>  nu.  Mass. 

STANDARD  incubator  Thermometers  two  for  a 
is3  dollar,  bv  mail.  Neubeck's  Patented  Moisture 
Gauge  $1.0X1;  German  Patent  Hygroscope  $1.50.  Send 
stamp  for  price  list  to 

A.  Ner.beck  &  Co..  48  East  23d  St..  New  York. 


RED  CAPS. 


J AMES  I.  PAKK.Urono. Maine.  Med  (  apsexclu 
sivelv.    Eggs  $1. 50  for  13.    Descriptive  cir.  fn  c. 

TO  LET. 

pOliLTKY  plain,  brooder  bouse,  incubator  eel 
JL  lar,  hen  houses,  etc.  Slock  and  fixtures  for  salt! 
ali  new.  (i.  V.  Mitchell,  Wilmington,  Mas.. 


WANTED. 


SITUATION  wauled  with  broiler  raiser.  Good! 
habits.  Understands  incubators :  have  g  i  refer- 
ence^ Address  I,..  Soulh  Natick.  Ma-s. 

jTIAN  incubate  aud  brood  ducks  for  mlirkel :  wlll-l 
V     jug  lo  mirk  low.       Osborn.  3S1  nib  Ave..  N.  Y  ■ 
ll'ANTKb  a  in;in  who  thoroughly  understands! 

t  T     Incubators,  and  capable  of  caring  for  largi 
flock  of  laving  bens.  Stale  experience,  references  ?nal 
salary.  Address,  A.W.W.,care  of  Farm-Poiiliry.| 


WYANDOTTES. 


"VANDOTTES,    While    and  Bull.  Enquin 
.-ilioui  ihein.         S.  11.  Bellows.  Alhol,  Mass. 


W'HITE  Wyandot les   exclusively;  brown  egg: 
»  ?     from  large  vigorous  earlv  laying  stock,  SI  p<  I 
13;  for  incubator.  S4  per  100.    Stock  in  season.  Sat 
guaranteed.        A.  M.  Jerauld.  No.  Allleboro.  Mass- 

COCKERELS;  earlv  farm  raised,  well  marked 
from  noted  strains  heavy  laving  YVyand..  ell. 
GoL,  Bull  and  Wh.,  SI  to  S3  each  a  tier  Aug.  1st.  Sans 
faction.  S.  B.  Patton.  Box  12S,  New  Castle,  1  a. 


.)  "T  H  I  NTER  strain  W.  Wv.  liens  a-id  5  rooster 
—  » I    for  sale  cheap,  yearling  stock.     Must  bav< 


W.  W  Bolin.  Robesonia.  la. 


H  ITE  Wyandotte  chicks  from  tine  c'ock  Jc 
sale  cheap.   R.  S.  Gleasnn.  Colebrook.  N.  H 


The  best  Red  Rope  Roofing  for  'c 
per  sq.  ft.,  caps  and  nails  Ircluaed 


K  U  U  I  I  N  U  Per  sq.  i 

in**  substitutes  for  Plaster.  Samples  free 

The  Fay  Manilla  Rooting  Co.,  Carnieu  S.i. 
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Hen  Probably  Overfat. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  One  of  my  lions  when  she  lays!  an 
egg  strains  to  such  an  extent  that  the  parts  protrude, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  egg  is  very  much  soiled  with 
blood.  This  morning  that  happened,  and  a  good  sound 
egg  was  laid.  Ahout  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  she 
laid  another  apparently  perfect  egg,  but  without  a 
shell  on  it.  Is  It  what  is  called  egg  bound,  or  Is  she 
too  fat?  What  shall  I  do  for  her?  W.P.  C. 

Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

The  hen  is  manifestly  out  of  condition,  and 
probably  too  fat,  at  least  the  oviduct  is  very 
much  weakened,  and  does  not  act  normally. 
You  do  not  tell  us  how  old  she  is ;  a  three,  four 
or  five  year  old  hen  would  be  more  likely  to 
be  afflicted  that  way  than  a  younger  one. 
Unless  she  is  a  particularly  valuable  hen  we 
would  kill  and  eat  her.  If  she  is  particularly 
valuable  we  would  try  to  get  her  into  condition 
by  turning  her  out  to  grass  and  feeding  her 
very  little  indeed,  especially  avoiding  fattening 
foods,  and  keep  her  from  laying  two  or  three 
months. 

Please  note  that  we  say  particularly  valu- 
able, because  the  chances  are  against  that  bird's 
egg  organs  ever  getting  back  into  normal  work- 
ing order  again  witbout  a  great  deal  more 
effort  than  anything  but  a  particularly  valuable 
bird  is  worth. 

No,  that  is  not  egg  bound.  When  a  fowl  is 
egg  bound  it  goes  on  the  nest  and  tries  to  lay, 
and  does  not  succeed.  Yours  succeeds  in  lay- 
ing, consequently  she  is  not  egg  bound. 

Color  of  Buff  Wyandotte  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Farm- 
Poi'LTK Y  as  an  instructive  medium.  1  have  received 
lots  of  valuable  information  from  Its  pages, and  now 
I  want  to  ask  a  particular  quesl  ion. 

This  spring  I  bought  Huff  Wyandotte  eggs  from 
one  of  your  advertisers.  Some  of  the  chicks  started 
solid  buff  feathers,  (light),  some  gray,  and  some  of 
almost  partridge  color;  the  latter  are  the  dark.  Now 
what  I  would  like  to  know  is,  if  Huff  Wyandotles 
should  feather  out  solid  buff  as  chicks,  or  are  mine  the 
color  of  good  Huff  Wyandotte  chicks?  I  want  good 
stock.  My  White  Wyandottes  give  my  customers 
good  satisfaction,  and  I  do  not  want  to  displease  them 
in  buffs.  W.W.BOIIN. 

Robesonla,  Peun. 

Buff  Wyandottes  are  a  comparatively  new 
variety,  consequently  do  not  throw  so  large  a 
proportion  of  good  colored  chicks  as  the  older 
and  better  established  varieties.  We  think, 
however,  you  cannot  have  got  very  good  Buff 
Wyandotte  stock  if  some  of  the  cbicks  are 
gray  and  some  partridge  color.  There  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  breeders  of  buff 
varieties  as  to  the  particular  shade  of  buff 
which  is  most  desirable,  some  preferring  a 
lightish  or  "  lemon,"  others  a  dark,  or,  as 
some  call  it,  "  orange  "  buff,  and  probably  the 
latter  is  the  belter  breeding  color.  The 
standard  calls  for  "  solid  buff  throughout," 
ami  the  nearer  you  can  get  to  that  solid  buff 
color  the  better  your  stock  will  be  in  color. 

On  this  question  of  color  we  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  the  following  paragraph 
upon  difficulties  in  breeding  Buff  Wyandottes, 
in  "  Wyandottes  and  All  About  Them,"  by 
R.  F.  Spencer:— 

"The  chief  difficulties  in  breeding  buffs  of 
any  variety  is  the  fact  that  other  colors  will 
creep  in,  white  and  black  appearing  in  neck, 
wings  and  tail.  However,  Buff  Wyandottes 
are  only  going  through  their  infant  stages,  as 
did  the  Cochin  twenty-five  years  ago.  And 
what  are  they  now?  To  say  the  least,  they 
are  magnificent.  Such  is  the  future  that  lies 
before  the  Wyandotte.  How  have  we  to 
reach  this  goal  of  perfection?  The  answer 
conies  in  one  sentence,  '  by  breeding  from 
those  nearest  perfection.'  The  writer  has 
reared  some  three  hundred  cbicks  annually 
for  the  past  six  years,  each  year  after  selling 
or  otherwise  getting  rid  of  the  weeds  lie  has 
had  some  belter  than  the  parents;  these  in 
turn  have  been  kept  and  bred  from,  and  each 
year  quality  has  improved." 


Broilers  in  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  Editor:—!  notice  a  good  deal  published 
in  Farm-Poultry  in  regard  to  profit  in  rais- 
ing broilers,  and  I  see  in  your  issue  of  May 
15th,  a  short  article  headed,  "  We  Would 
Raise  Chickens,"  in  which  you  say,  "We  have 
frequently  quoted  in  this  paper  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Rankin,  that  he  can  make  $40  a  year 
profit  on  every  hen  he  keeps  by  turning  every 
egg  she  lays  into  a  chicken,  and  raising  the 
chickens  for  market,  and  that  undoubtedly 
presents  the  best  opportunity  for  a  quick 
profit  in  poultry  raising;"  and  further  on, 
"One  can  with  reasonable  success  make 
twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  apiece  on  every 
chicken  raised." 


Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  we  could  sell  at  a  profit 
of  twenty-live  cents  each,  we,  too,  "  would 
raise  chickens."  We  can  raise  a  chicken  as 
cheaply,  we  think,  in  this  part  of  the  country 
as  anywhere  in  the  United  States, and  yet  we 
cannot  see,  from  our  standpoint,  any  profit  in 
raising  them  for  the  market  as  table  fowls. 
The  demand  in  our  local  market  is  light,  and 
price  afforded  does  not  pay  expenses  of  rais- 
ing, being  about  twelve  and  a  half  to  fifteen 
cents  each  for  three  or  four  months  old 
broilers,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  grown 
fowls.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  how  can  we  get  a 
profit  from  the  business  under  these  circum- 
stances^ Could  we  do  it  by  shipping  to  dis- 
tant cities  where  poultry  commands  better 
prices  —  taking  into  consideration  the  liability 
of  the  fowls  to  accidents  and  death  incident 
to  crowding  and  shipping  a  long  distance,  etc., 
besides  transportation  expenses? 

Your  correspondent  is  breeding  Brown 
Leghorns  and  Black  Minorcas  for  eggs  and 
stock,  and  would  like  to  raise  broilers  if  it 
could  be  made  to  pay  under  surrounding  con- 
ditions. Having  confidence  in  your  judgment 
and  experience  as  a  poultryman,  and  believ- 
ing that  it  is  a  subject  interesting  to  others  of 
your  readers  in  this  section  of  poultrydom, 
we  would  appreciate  some  suggestions  from 
you  through  the  columns  of  your  excellent 
paper,  as  to  the  difficulties  mentioned  above. 

We  read  Farm-Poultry,  and  could  not  do 
without  it.  B. 

Mayesville,  S.  C,  May  17,  189S. 

[This  is  a  pretty  large  question,  and  there 
would  appear  to  be  very  little  profit  in  raising 
chickens  at  that  price  for  the  local  market. 
Your  greatest  difficulty  is  distance  from  the 
good  markets;  and  another  difficulty  is  that 
you  raise  Leghorns  and  Minorcas,  which  are 
extremely  poor  table  chickens.  If  you  would 
raise  a  good  broiler  chicken,  such  as  White  or 
Buff  Wyandottes,  and  ship  them  to  Washing- 
ton or  some  other  good  market,  you  would 
get  good  prices  for  them;  but  the  prices  you 
would  get  for  Leghorn  and  Minorca  chicks 
shipped  to  a  distant  market  would  hardly  pay 
for  the  bother  and  expense,  because  the  Leg- 
horn and  Minorca  chickens,  when  they  reached 
the  market  would  be  thin  keeled,  blue  skinned, 
unattractive;  and  chickens  to  fetch  a  fancy 
price  must  be  plump  breasted,  yellow  skinned, 
and  yellow  legged. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  our  poultry 
markets  today  is  the  poor  quality  of  the  great 
bulk  of  stuff  sent  in.  Carload  after  carload 
of  that  lean,  skinny,  blue  skinned  stuff  comes 
to  Boston  and  New  York  from  the  west  and 
southwest,  and  some  of  it  is  so  poor  it  hardly 
sells  for  enough  to  pay  the  freight  and  com- 
mission on  same.  The  market  men  do  not 
want  that  kind  of  stuff  shipped  them,  would 
rather  not  be  bothered  with  it,  as  it  does  not 
pay  for  the  handling;  but  they  will  jump  at 
good  chickens  like  a  pickerel  at  a  frog.  If 
you  will  raise  good  chickens  you  can  sell  them. 
In  the  winter  season  there  is  a  ready  sale  for 
such  in  the  Florida  resorts  and  such  places  as 
Asheville,  N.  C,  Washington,  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  etc.,  and  as  there 
are  very  few  good  chickens  coming  into  these 
northern  markets  before  the  first  of  March,  we 
think  shipments  of  good  stuff  would  pay  well, 
where  shipments  of  poor  stuff  would  not  pay 
at  all. 

You  would  make  a  mistake,  too,  to  ship  the 
birds  alive.  They  would  fetch  a  much  better 
price  if  nicely  dressed,  and  charges  for  trans- 
portation are  much  less. — Ed.] 


Hens  Torn  by  Cocks. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  In  Farm-Poultry  for  May 
15th,  F.  S.  M.,  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  wants  to 
know  what  is  the  trouble  with  his  hens  being 
torn  on  their  backs.  I  think  he  will  find  it  is 
the  cock  that  does  it.  I  have  had  the  same 
trouble.  Separate  those  that  are  hurt,  and 
grease  the  wounded  part  with  vaseline.  They 
will  soon  get  over  it.  I  had  a  young  cock  that 
tore  some  of  the  hens  very  badly,  and  found 
out  that  he  was  the  cause,  he  being  very  active, 
and  having  only  seven  in  the  pen  with  him. 

I  have  kept  P.  Rocks  for  three  years,  and 
have  never  advertised  them,  as  I  was  afraid 
that  I  did  not  have  stock  good  enough,  «but 
have  found  out  this  spring  that  what  I  have 
is  far  better  than  some  I  have  bought  of  those 
who  advertise  good  show  records. 

Next  year  I  think  I  will  advertise  my  stock 
with  you.  D.  McK. 

Athens. 
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IF  IT  PAYS 

To  set  hens,  it  pays  to  keep  them 
clean  and  comfortable:  If  a  few 
ccnls  worth  of  I  useet.  Powder  will 

keep  tlie  sitter  in  better  condition, 
or  secure  a  hatch  of  only  one  more 
chick,  it  will  pay  you  to  use  Lam- 
bert's Death  to  Lice,  l'erhapslhat 
one  chick  would  be  the  best  in  (lie 
brood,  or  the  finest  of  your  flock. 
Who  knows?  I  do  know  Ihe  best 
breeders  in  lids  land  of  (he  free 
an-  using  "  Death  lo  Lice"  freely, 
and  are  satisfied  with  results.  Ask 
any  one  of  them,  and  they  will  tell 
you  there  is  nothing  better  for  the 
purpose. 

Bradley  Bros.,  Lee,  Mass., 
write:  ''Have  been  using  your 
Death  lo  Lice  for  some  time,  and 
are  having  calls  for  it.  Have  to 
send  ten  miles  lo  Plttsfleld  for  il. 
How  would  it  do  to  make  us 
agents  ?" 

You  all  know  of  Bradley  Bros., 
and  their  phenomenal  Barred 
Rocks.  If  tins  powder  was  uol 
the  best,  or  if  it  injured  a  fowl, 
eggs,  or  chick  in  any  way,  they 
would  not  use  il . 

W.  L.  Holmes,  Keota,  la.,  breeder 
of  Hull  I'.  Hocks,  wi'ilcs:"I  find 
no  better  investment  than  a  pack- 
age of  Lambert's  Death  lo  Lice 
for  sitting  hens.  No  hen  can  lunch 
successfully  if  pestered  wit))  lice. 
Your  powder  i.->  Ihe  only  thing  I 
have  got  to  overcome  them." 

IF  IT  PAYS 

To  hatch  chickens  it  surely  pays  to 
care  for  them  properly  from'  the 
shell  up.  Some  will  get  head  lice, 
and  it  pays  to  lake  a  lantern  anil 
examine  each  little  chick  on  (he 
top  of  its  head  every  few  days. 
You  may  find  lice  slicking  there 
like  pin  feathers.  If  you  wail  until 
broods  begin  to  droop  some  will 
die,  and  the  rest  will  hepui  hack 
weeks  in  their  grow-th.  Heller 
keep  a  box  of  Death  to  Lice  Oint- 
ment on  hand  for  the  emergency. 

W.E.Smith,  South  Natick.  Mass., 
writes:  Please  send  me  another 
box  of  Death  to  Lice  Ointment.  It, 
is  very  effective  and  handy  to  have 
in  the  house." 

Remember,  we  have  recently 
improved  the  formula  of  Ibis  mix- 
ture. It  will  now  keep  in  any  cli- 
mate. Boxes  10  and  2oc.  postpaid. 

IF  IT  PAYS 

Better  to  use  a  liquid  lice  killer  on 
and  around  the  roosts  to  keep  down 
miles  and  spider  lice,  we  can  send 
you  a  box  of  Death  to  Lice  Special 
that  you  can  dissolve  in  kerosene 
as  wanted,  and  you  will  have  one 
of  the  cheapest  and  best  louse 
paints  in  (lie  market, 4  oz,  box  post- 
paid 10c. :  16  oz.  40c.  When  the  war 
tax  goes  into  effect  the  retail  prices 
of  our  goods  by  mail  will  remain 
the  same.  Death  to  Lice  Powder, 
5  oz.  sample  10c.  postpaid.  The  48 
oz.  is  50c:  100  oz.  $1  — delivered  lo 
Ex.  Co.  (not  office)  bv  agency  near- 
est you.  Pocket  Book  Pointers 
always  free. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT,  3Ifr., 
Box  800,     Apponaug,  R.  I. 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCE. 

Calvanized  Wire  Nettings! 

1898  REDUCED  PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG : 

12         18         34  36  48  60  72  inch. 

2  inch.  Mesh  for  fowls,  $  .65  $.95  $1.20  $1.80  $2.40  $3.00  $3.<iO  per  roll. 
1  inch.       "       for  chicks,    1.50  2.25     2.75     4.25     5.50     7.00    8.50  "  " 

Discount  for  5  rolls  or  over,  10  per  cent.  7-8  inch  galvanized  Staples  S  cents  peril). 
Write  for  freight  allowance  on  five  or  more  rolls,  and  our  Price  Lists  of  other  styles  Wire  Fencing. 
Our  Nettings  are  in  every  respect  equal  to  any  made. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
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2  Mann's 


GREEN 
BONE 


CUTTERS 


and  MANN'S  Granite  Crystal  GRIT 

Are  two  great  egg  makers.  They  prove  the  trinmph  of  science 
over  guesswork.    Success  is  certain.    Hens  will  lay  twice  as  many 

Swinging  F<:EnT*t7~l[J£Bi;8  when  fed  °n  ereeD  b°De  and  fe'r't- 

for  Poultry.  «a£*5L^MANN-'S  SWINGING  FEED  TKAY  for  ponltry  will  save 
its  cost  in  waste  food  alone.  Hens  cannot  scratch  food  out  of  it,  nor  dirt  into  it,  nor  roost 
on  it.  We  sell  for  cunIi  or  instalments.      F.W.  MANN  CO.,  Milford,  Mass. 

OUR  NEW  No.  4 

is  a  wonderful  machine.  Everybody  likes  it.  They  all  say  the  same.  THE  KASIEST  RUNNING ' 
BONE  CUTTER  THEY  EVER  SAW. 

You  can  buy  smaller  and  cheaper  Bone  Cutters,  but  compared  with  our  TVJ*  |j'1"¥^7"   TVTfk  A 
no  other  Hone  Cutter  is  cheap  at  any  price.  Lil  Xli  T  T     ±\  17.  ttj 

JOSEPH  HKKCK  &  SONS  are  our  Boston  Jobbers.  Catalogue  free  if  you  name  this  paper. 

F.  W.  MANN  CO.,  Milford,  Mass. 


PRACTICAL  BUFF 


COCHINS 
LECHORNS 


Bar  reel  l^l^monl  1i  Rocks, 

Bred  from  prolific  laving  stock,  vigorous,  healthy.  Cochin  eggs,  Pen  1,  S2  per  13;  SSper  40.  Pen  2,  SI  per  13. 
Leghorns,  Arnold  strain,  —  SI  per  13;  $2.50  per  40.  Plymouth  Kock  SI  per  13;  S2.50  per  40;  $5  per  100. 


C.  B.  CROWELL, 


Brattieboro,  Vt. 


Buggies,  Phaetons,  Surreys,  Traps,  Harness 


Buy  direct  from  factory  at  Wholesale  Prices.  30  per  cent  saved. 
Guaranteed  for  two  years.  Write  to-day  for  new  beautifully  Illus- 
trated Catalogue,  send  3  cents  in  stamps.  Highest  awards  given  us  at 
World's  Pair,  Atlanta  Exposition,  Nashville  Centennial  Exposition. 

Alliance  Carriage  Co.  246    Court  St.  Cincinnati,  0. 


Priee  $44. 


Price  $B0. 
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Farm-Poultry 


July  1 


Hit  Chfrkeiw  Won't  Die! 

Mr.  Editor:— My  incubator  1>u.m  busted  ;  it  it 
juitt  boiling  over  with  chicken*— a  bte  joke  on 
mc,  isn't  it?— for  I  never  knew  anything  about 
the  habits  of  the  things.  I  only  put  some  eggs 
Into  the  machine  to  see  how  they  would  keep. 
I  am,  however,  making  the  most  of  it,  and  am 
trying  to  see  how  many  of  the  chicks  I  can 
■pu|l.  Not  finding  any  dead,  as  I  was  told  to 
expect,  I  have  tried  in  various  ways  to  kill 
some,  thinkingthings  wouldn't  be  right  unless 
there  were  some  dead  ones.  I  took  them  out 
wet,  also  took 'em  out  dry;  all  lived;  then  I 
took  some  out  of  the  shells,  and  they  won't 
die;  then  I  took  the  trays  out  and  rattled  out 
some  more ;  no  funeral  yet.  I  have  fed  them 
everything  I  can  think  of,  made  the  brooders 
so  hot  the  mercury  ran  out  the  top  of  the 
thermometer,  then  cooled  them  down  so  that 
I  found  a  bunch  of  chicks  huddled  arouud  the 
thermometer  trying  to  warm  the  mercury  up 
into  sight  again.  If  they  keep  on  like  this  till 
next  fall  I  shall  have  to  try  an  axe.  Some  of 
those  chicks  have  got  to  die  sometime.  I  am 
getting  desperate.  I  am  going  to  try  Bending 
a  lot  down  to  that  old  rocky  farm  of  mine;  I 
think  that  will  fetch  'em;  think  they  will  cer- 
tainly die  there.  M.  G.  F. 

Worcester.  Mass. 


Good  I.myiiiK? 

Mr.  Editor:  — In  your  paper  for  June  1st, 
page  208,  you  give  eleven  records  of  good  lay- 
ing. T  think  I  have  a  record  that  beats.  This 
pullet  came  out  of  the  shell  on  the  28th  of  May. 
1897.  and  laid  her  first  egg  January  3d,  'OS. 
She  laitl  every  day  without  stopping,  until 
January  23d,  when  she  became  broody.  I 
gave  her  nine  eggs  January  2t5th,  and  on 
February  IGth  she  brought  out  three  chickens ; 
all  other  eggs  were  no  good.  I  left  her  with 
the  chicks,  and  on  the  10th  of  March  she 
began  laying  again, and  laid  fifty-one  eggs  in 
the  fifty-two  days  from  10th  of  March  to  20th 
of  May,  taking  one  day  rest  on  12th  May. 
On  the  20th  May  she  became  broody  again, 
and  I  set  he r  a  second  time  May  23d. 

I  have  only  six  hens. and  as  this  Wyandotte 
pullet  laid  an  egg  of  ditTerent  size  and  color 
from  the  others,  I  could  make  no  mistake. 
In  the  month  of  January  I  got  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  eggs  from  the  six  hens.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  good  record  for  six 
chickens  that  have  only  a  sleeping  room  6  x  S 
and  a  yard  of  only  one  hundred  and  forty 
square  feet.  C.  S. 

Brooklyn.  X.  Y. 

[That  fifty-one  eggs  in  fifty-two  days  is  a 
good  showing;  but  the  pullet  was  preparing 
for  that  burst  of  speed  by  the  long  time  (over 
eight  months)  she  was  in  coming  to  laying 
maturity  ;  then,  too,  she  was  resting  from  lay- 
ing from  January  23d  to  10th  March.  She 
ought  to  have  reached  laying  maturity  in 
November,  when  six  to  six  and  a  half  months 
old,  ami  laid  fifty  to  sixty  eggs  before  going 
broody.— En.] 


Liberality  of  the  Poultry  Press. 

Mr.  Editor:— On  behalf  of  the  American 
White  Plymouth  IJock  Club.  1  wish  to  pub- 
licly tender  our  thanks  for  the  courtesy  shown 
us  by  the  poultry  journals  in  spreading  the 
news  of  our  organization.  Out  of  the  sixty- 
live  journals  to  whom  notice  was  sent,  not 
moro  than  a  half  dozen  failed  to  do  the  right 
thing,  which  shows  that  the  large  majority 
have  the  welfare  of  the  industry  at  heart ;  and 
the  breeders  of  White  liocks  should  show 
their  appreciation  of  services  rendered  by  a 
liberal  use  of  the  advertising  columns,  which 
would  benefit  all  parties  concerned.  While 
our  membership  list  has  been  greatly  enlarged, 
there  are  still  a  number  of  breeders  who  have 
not  come  into  the  fold,  and  to  these  we  extend 
an  invitation  to  join  without  further  delay. 
The  membership  fee  of  one  dollar  is  insig- 
nificant compared  with  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  and  the  good  the  club  will  do  you  as  a 
breeder  of  White  Rocks.  Don't  stand  back, 
but  put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help 
push  a  good  thing  along,  as  it  is  your  own 
interests  that  will  be  served  by  so  doing. 

The  White  Plymouth  Kooks  have  main- 
tained their  position  at  the  top  solely  because 
of  their  merits,  for  they  have  heretofore  had 
no  organization  of  any  kind  like  other  breeds, 
and  if  they  can  do  this  unaided  and  handi- 
capped as  they  have  been,  it  is  plainly  to  be 
seen  that  the  possibilities  of  concerted  action 


can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Oar  club  will  not 
be  run  by  any  one  man  or  set  of  men,  but 
each  member  is  urged  to  offer  bis  suggestions 
and  opinions.  It  is  not  our  intention  to 
decry  any  other  breed  of  fowls,  and  we 
extend  to  the  fraternity  in  general  our  best 
wishes  for  all  the  success  to  which  the  merits 
of  their  breed  entitles  them.  To  the  poultry 
press  wc  wish  a  continued  season  of  prosperity 
which  all  seem  to  be  enjoying;  and  to  the 
breeders  of  White  Plymouth  Rocks  we  say 
that  you  have  a  breed  of  fowls  that  are  unsur- 
passed in  all  qualities  to  be  desired  in  a  fowl, 
anil  your  success  will  only  be  measured  by 
your  own  efforts.      Fraternally  yours. 

Fkaxk  Heck, 
New  Albany,  Ind.  Sec'y  and  treas. 


Blisters  on  Chicks'  Feet. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  notice  in  your  June  15th 
n umber,  page  227,  an  article  headed,  "Chickens 
Have  Sore  Feet,"  in  which  a  lady  from  Maine 
describes  a  trouble  with  her  young  chicks.  I 
also  note  your  comments  on  same,  and  can 
say  you  have  not  guessed  the  cause  as  yet.  I 
have  some  afflicted  in  the  same  way,  and 
mine  were  brooder  chicks,  with  only  a  small 
brooder  pen  to  run  in,  and  no  chance  to  get 
scalded  with  either  acid  or  water.  I  have 
about  five  in  a  brood  of  thirty-six  B.  P.  Rocks 
affected  just  as  the  Maine  lady's  were,  except 
that  some  of  mine  had  blisters  on  the  bottoms 
of  their  feet. 

I  used  vaseline,  turpentine  and  lard,  and 
cured  the  blisters  and  soreness,  but  their  toes 
all  turned  up,  and  they  have  no  use  for  them 
at  all.  They  hobble  all  around  as  though 
they  bad  no  toes,  and  don't  grow  like  the  rest 
of  the  chicks.  If  any  reader  can  give  any 
light  on  the  trouble,  or  has  a  cure  or  pre- 
ventive for  it.  I  would  like  to  see  it  in  the 
next  Faum-Poiltky.  R.  B.  S.,  Jr. 

National  Stock  Yards,  111. 


A  breeder  of  White  Wyandottes  who  has 
rapidly  come  to  the  front  during  the  last  few 
years,  is  Mr.  C.  II.  Hardy,  proprietor  of  the 
Clover  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Groveland,  Mass. 
Mr.  II.  has  bred  White  Wyandottes  exclu- 
sively during  the  last  ten  years,  and  his  birds 
have  always  been  winners  whether  exhibited 
by  him  or  in  the  hands  of  his  many  customers. 

This  seasou  he  exhibited  at  Haverhill  only, 
and  was  awarded  first  and  second  prize  on 
pen,  third  on  cock,  the  cockerel  in  his  first 
prize  pen  being  the  highest  scoring  White 
Wyandotte  male  in  the  show,  there  being  lo0 
entries.  Mr.  Hardy  has  stock  that  any  fancier 
should  feel  proud  of.  and  any  of  our  readers 
in  want  of  stock  now  or  in  the  fall  should 
write  to  him  at  above  address. 


We  call  attention  to  Fred.  B.  Morey's  adver- 
tisement of  his  great  Poultry  Remedies.  Ib- 
claims  to  have  discovered  a  Lice  Remedy  that 
will  kill  every  louse  on  a  fowl,  with  only  a 
few  minutes  labor.  This  is  something  new; 
nothing  on  the  market  like  it,  and  the  beauty 
of  it  is  it  is  so  simple  to  use.  He  guarantees 
his  Roup  Cure  to  cure  Roup  in  all  its  forms; 
all  that  has  to  be  done  is  to  put  a  little  in  the 
drinking  water,  and  the  fowl  will  take  its 
own  medicine,  and  will  keep  in  a  healthy 
condition.  He  has  an  Egg  Preserver  that  is 
something  entirely  new.  It  is  very  simple  to 
use,  and  the  cost  is  low.  The  above  great 
remedies  helped  him  make  the  poultry  busi- 
ness a  success,  and  they  will  help  any  one 
that  uses  them.  Mr.  Morey  has  been  in  the 
poultry  business  for  eight  years,  and  lost 
many  a  tine  fowl  and  many  a  dollar  until  he 
discovered  this  great  Lice  Remedy  ami  Houp 
Cure. 


A  Low  Wniron  at  a  Low  Price. 

The  pnoney-maklng  farmer  of  today  wants  a  low 
luiilt.  easily  loaded,  easily  unloaded,  tight  draft, 
powerful  short  turn  "  Handy  "  farm  wagon :  a  wagon 
thai  will  gave  the  farmer's  own  back,  save  his  horses, 
save  Ills  hired  labor,  and  save  his  money. 


This  wagon  Is  liHilt  bv  the  Empire  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Cntlncv.  111.  It  is  only  25  inches  high.  Willi  4  inch 
tired  wheels,  and  is  sold  for  the  low  price  of  SI9.95. 
This  firm  also  manufacture  Metal  Wheels  anv  size, 
any  width  of  tire,  hubs  to  tit  any  sized  axle.  Write 
for  catalogue. 


This  Will  Interest  Many. 

F.  W.  Parkhurst,  the  Boston  publisher, 
gays  that  if  anyone  who  is  afflicted  with 
rheumatism  in  any  form,  or  neuralgia,  will 
send  their  address  to  him  at  Box  1,501,  Boston, 
Mass.,  he  will  direct  them  to  a  perfect  cure. 
He  has  nothing  to  sell  or  give;  only  tells  you 
how  he  was  cured.  Hundreds  have  tested  it 
with  success. 


Money  Making  Ducks. 

While  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Pekin  leads  in  the 
duck  family  for  market  purposes,  at  the  same 
time  there  are  Pekins  that  are  utterly  unfit  for 
breeding.  Why?  Because  they  have  not  been 
properly  mated  and  bred.  Only  strong  hardy 
stock  should  be  used ;  only  the  best  layers  and 
the  best  specimens  generally  should  be  mated. 
A.  J.  Ilallock,  Speonk,  L.  I.,  New  York,  has 
devoted  a  lifetime  to  the  perfection  of  a  strain 
of  Pekins  that  are  not  only  sturdy  and  hardy, 
but  which  grow  rapidly  — ducklings  ten  weeks 
old  weighing  10  to  12  pounds  a  pair.  Hallock's 
ducks,  too,  are  great  layers. 

Hallock's  ducks  are  also  prize  winners  — 
they  lead  in  the  Madison  Square  Garden 
exhibitions,  and  they  won  in  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  under  strong  competition.  At  Bostou, 
Mass.,  and  Washington,  D.  C,  they  have 
taken  the  cream  of  prizes. 

As  table  fowls  Hallock's  ducks  are  second 
to  none.  Michael  K.  Boyer,  of  Hammonton, 
N.  J.,  editor  of  A  Few  Hens,  writes: 

"  The  pair  of  dressed  ducks  I  got  from  you 
last  summer  were  fit  to  grace  the  table  of  a 
king.  There  must  be  something  in  your 
breeding  and  feeding  that  makes  such  excel- 
lent birds.'" 


Chickens  Grow 

Faster  aud  better  every  day  when  kept 
free  from  lice  and  vermin.  Lieu  are  not  so 
large  as  chickens,  hut  your  chickens  wil; 
soon  succumb  to  lic£%if  allowed  to  remain 
ou  them.  " Hough  on  Lice''  will  kill  them 
all.  5  oz.  trial  package  sent  prepaid  by 
mail  for  lu  cents. 

Eggs  Grow 

More  plentiful  every  day  when  your  hens 
are  not  Irritated  by  lice.  You  cannot 
expect  hens  to  be  cotiteuu-<i  ami  happy  ami 
lav  I'^jjs  in  hot  weather  wnen  covered  \\\\U 
lice.  Try  a  1  oz.  package  of  "Roujfh  on 
Lice."  and  get  rid  of  ilieui.   Surv  to  kill. 

Honey  Grows. 

You  will  And  that  every  day  your  hank 
accouut  will  gTOw  if  you  use'  "  Hough  on 
Lice  n  freely,  because  your  chickens  will 
grow,  your  "bens  lay  eggs,  and  you  will  lie 
satisfied  with  the  results.  A  trial  package 
will  convince  you  of  this.  Agents  wanted. 

W.  A.  I'KOC'TOR.  I. ynii.  Mass. 


A  SACRIFICE. 

My  entire  breeding  stock  of  Buff  riymouth  Rocks. 
;  ■■'■..-k-  and  hens,  yearlings  consisting  of  m)  prize 
winners.  Must  make  room  at  once.  Prices  way 
down.   Now  is  vour  chance. 

F .  WdODKl  HV,  Ind,  Keverly.  >lq- - . 


$£T  Hand  Bone,  Shell, Corn 

.  O  4.  Grit  Mill  for  Poultrymen. 
I  Daisy  Bone  Cutter.  Power  Mills. 

^     Orrular  and  Tr st imonials  r  ree. 
WILSON  BltO>..      tasloL,  Pa. 


FINEST  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 
WHITE  AND  BRONZE  TURKEYS. 

1  have  a  lot  of  them  for  sale.  These  fowls  have 
taken  first  premium  at  Madison  Square  Gardes 
exhibition  for  five  years  in  succession,  aud  last 
fall  won  first  at  every  show  where  they  were 
exhibited.  Also  Ducks,  Geese, Guineas, and  other 
leading  varieties  of  poultry.  Warranted  incu- 
bator eggs.   Send  for  catalogue. 

PINE  TREE  FARM. 

D.  A.  MOUNT,  Prop.         :/amesburg,  N.  J. 


3# 


EUREKA  Ni 


"The  Eureka  Nest  Box  is  the  best  of 
the  kind  we  have  ever  seen." 


BOX. 


It  tells  you  which  hens  lay. 

I  have  just  issued  a  handsome  little  book  of  testimonials  written  by  prominent  men 
who  have  built  and  used  th.-  Eureka  Nest  Box.    Here  arc  two  of  them. 

From  the  "Country  Gentleman,"  Albany. 


From  the  "Poultry  Monthly," 

"It  enables  the  poultryman  to  estab- 
lish a  perfect  egg  record  "and  pedigree." 

I  SELL.  THE  PLAXS. 


IT'S  EASY  TO  BOTES 

Hartncst  Strain  of  Light 
.iiiaiuiia-  i-j  per  Mtth.g-  3  H ART M EST  FARM.  Framingham,  Mass. 

*  sittings  $5. 


HATCH  CHICKENS 

WITH  Tin 

WOODEN  HEN 


vttb  Tiit  hod; 

EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR. 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-regulaYtiog. 
Thousands  in   successful  oper- 
ation.   GairfcDteed  to  hatch  a 
larger   percentage  of  fertile  eggs, 
at  less  cost,  than  any  other  Hatcher. 


Most  efficient  small  incubator  erer 
invented.  Perfect  In  even  detail. 
Just  the  thing  for  poultry  raising 
on  a  small  scale,  2S  egg  capacity.    Catalogue  free. 


Batcher  mad*, 

CEO.  H.  STAHLs  intent**         Sole  Man afac tare rk,  1  1  4  to  1  22  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUINCV,  ILL* 


I  Worth  Dollars 


TO  EVERY 

Poultry  Raiser 


ALL  PREVIOUS   LISTS   NOW  VOID. 

There  are  hundreds  of  poultry  raisers  to  whom  any  one  of  the 
Special  Poultry  Articles  enumerated  below,  if  carefully 
road  anil  digested,  might  be  worth  many  dollars.  Note  the  low  cost 
to  obtain  same.    They  are  all  practical,  helpful  articles  worth  keeping. 

For  5  Cents  in  postage  stamps  we  will  send  anv  one  article 
named  below ;    or  any  six  different  articles  for  25  cents. 

In  ordering  give  the   number,   also  the  title  of  article. 

These  Special  Poultry  Articles  will  make  valuable  matter  to  keep  for 
future  reference  and  study,  and  can  never  be  duplicated,  for  thev  will  soon 

be  out  of  print.   Order  early,  our  supply  is  limited. 

LIST  OF  SPECIAL  POULTRY  ARTICLES, 


1.  Terfect  Hen  House. 

2.  deeding  for  Eggs. 

:l.   Mouev  In  Hens  (tiv  a  successful  raiser). 

4.  The  Wyandottes  (Illustrated  Description). 
White  Breeds  (Described  anil  Illustrated!. 

G.   Ineuhator  Regulating  (bv  Rankin). 
7.   First  Steps  with  Young  Chicks. 

5.  Poultry  Culture  (hv  Hawkins). 
About  Duck  "Raising  (Illustrated). 


10.  Making  a  Livine  with  Poultry. 

11.  A  City  Poultry  Kami  (Illustrated). 

IS.  House  for  Cold,  also  Hot  Climate  (Illustrated). 

14.  Hot  Water  Brooder  System  (Illustrated). 

15.  Work  for  Women. 

16.  Crossing  and  Re-Crossing. 

17.  Selling  Eggs  for  Hatching. 

IS.  Why  the  Failures  (very  valuable  article). 

19.  This  is  Common  Sense. 


Any  One  sent  for  5  cents;  any  Six  for  25  cents. 

Order  early,  as  the  supply  is  limited,  and  will  soon  be  out  of  print.  . 

IF  ORDF.RED  ALL  AT  OXE  TIME,  we  will  send  all  thearticles  as  numbered  above  for  75 cents :  or 
with  Fakm-Poi  ltry  one  year  for  $1.50.  Faum-Pocltry.  the  best  poultry  paper  in  the  world,  is 
issued  twice  a  month,  and.  costs  $1.00avear:  SO  cents  for  fi  months. 

Order  by  numbers,  stating  plainly  what  vou  want.  Send  cash  or  stamps  to 


S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 


22  CUSTOM  HOUSE  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Farm=  Poultry 
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More  Experience. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  Heii  wisdom,  like  all  other 
Wisdom,  t  take  it,  is  simply  erystalized 
experience.  Fakm-POULTRY  is  of  great 
benefit  to  me,  because  it  is  so  practical.  I 
would  like  to  say  two  items  in  June  1st  num- 
ber interested  me  especially.  They  were 
5  Fact  and  Opinion,"  and  "  How  Many  Days 
AVill  a  Hen  Lay  in  Succession?" 

I  am  somewhat  skeptical  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  frozen  egg  hatching,  but  I  have 
had  a  bit  of  experience  that  may  be  interest- 
ing. It  is  this:  I  set  a  Light  Brahma  hen 
April  ISth,  and  three  days  later  when  I 
returned  from  the  city  found  her  off  the  nest. 
It  was  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  eggs 
Kerned  chilled  through.  My  first  impulse  was 
to  put  the  hen  out  of  the  way  of  further 
maternal  duty,  but  I  concluded  to  give  her 
another  trial  with  the  same  clutch  of  eggs. 
I  did  so,  and  at  the  end  of  the  twenty-first 
||y,  Monday,  May  Oth,  every  egg  except  one 
batched. 

I  have  a  B.  P.  Rock  hen  that  I  bought  for  a 
sitter  three  years  ago,  and  have  kept  her 
because  she  is  such  a  perfect  mother.  I  set 
ber  April  5th  this  season,  after  she  had  been 
broody  more  than  two  weeks.  She  brought 
out  six  Lt.  Brahma  chickens  from  nine  eggs 
April  20th.  She  began  to  lay  May  16,  and  has 
not  missed  one  egg  a  day  during  the  past 
twenty  days,  aud  until  last  night  she  has 
mothered  ber  brood.  She  is  at  least  four 
years  old,  and  came  from  one  of  Lambert's 
eggs.  G.  B.  T. 

Brighton,  Mass. 


Don't  Believe  in  Moisture. 

Mr.  Editor:  — On  page  203,  June  1st  issue 
of  Fakm-Poultuy,  I  notice  an  article, 
"  Moistening  Eggs  During  Incubation,"  which 
particularly  attracted  my  attention,  and  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  moisture 
question. 

I  have  given  quite  a  little  study  to  this 
question,  and  I  feel  that  I  have  solved  it  to 
my  own  satisfaction  in  my  locality  and  in  my 
incubator  room.  As  to  the  way  an  incubator 
should  be  run  in  other  climates  and  rooms,  I 
know  nothing,  but  think  there  is  not  a  vast 
difference  any  where  in  this  section  of  the 
country. 

My  incubator  room  is  a  cellar,  cement  floor, 
tbree  sides  stonewalls;  the  other,  facing  th3 
east,  is  boards,  with  a  large  window  In  the 
east  side,  and  a  door  in  the  ceiling  which  I 
always  keep  open.   This  door  leads  to  a  well 
ventilated  room  above.   The  room  in  which 
the  incubators  are  run  is  if  anything  a  trifle 
damp.   The  past  season  I  have  hatched  out 
one  thousand  chicks,  with  one  more  hatch 
due,  and  without  a  drop  of  moisture,  and  my 
hatches  are  good.   The  last  hatch,  out  of  a 
total  number  of  two  hundred  eggs,  I  hatched 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  good  strong 
healthy  chicks  and  one  cripple.   This  is  not 
two  hundred  tested  eggs,  but  two  hundred 
was  the  number  of  eggs  that  I  put  in  the 
machine  at  the  start,  and  I  think  it  is  a  good 
record.   From  my  first  experience  with  incu- 
bators I  have  noticed  that  the  feeling  is  to  do 
away  with  moisture  altogether.   About  five 
years  ago  I  visited  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
incubator  firms  in  the  country,  and  in  course 
of  conversation  the  question  of  moisture  came 
up.   The  superintendent  told  me  the  best 
they  ever  had  was  without  moisture,  and  in  a 
room  above  ground,  that  was  absolutely  dry. 
On  asking  him  why  he  did  not  advocate  "  no 
moisture,"  he  replied  he  was  afraid  of  public 
opinion.    "There  are  so  many  prominent 
writers  who  have  been  or  are  advocating 
moisture  that  it  seems  to  have  been  taken  for 
granted  that  moisture  is  absolutely  necessary, 
but  I  am  glad  to  find  out  that  that  theory  is 
being  exploded."   With  some  machiues  and 
in  some  climates  it  may  be  essential,  but  here 
in  Orange  county,  N.  T.,  I  maintain  it  is 
unnecessary  provided  one  has  the  proper 
machine,  and  will   study  other  necessary 
points  — and  the  greatest  of  these  is  ventila- 
tion. With  proper  ventilation  I  think  artificial 
Incubation  of  eggs  gives  very  satisfactory 
results. 

My  moisture  pans  have  dust  in  them  after 
every  hatch.  It  is  simply  impossible  to  hatch 
good  strong  chicks  in  a  room  that  continually 
has  bad  odors  iu  it.  Take  care  of  the  ventila- 
tion, and  don't  bother  much  about  moisture, 


and  I  will  guarantee  a  good  hatch  ff  the  eggs 
are  well  fertilized  and  fresh.  Nothing  can 
hatch  an  unfertilized  egg,  and  very  poor 
hatches  will  result  from  stale  eggs.  Better 
have  two  small  machines  than  one  large  one, 
and  set  the  eggs  oftener.  Up  to  date  manu- 
facturers of  incubators  are  paying  more 
attention  to  the  ventilation  of  their  machines, 
and  less  to  moisture;  in  fact,  they  are  making 
machines  where  there  is  no  place  for  moisture, 
and  they  are  right. 

It  is  very  easy  to  run  almost  any  incubator 
at  the  right  temperature,  clean  and  fill  the 
lamps,  turn  the  eggs,  etc.,  but  it  requires 
some  little  study  to  properly  run  a  hatch 
through  successfully.  One  must  have  a  room 
that  is  properly  ventilated,  and  must  study 
how  to  cool  down  the  eggs,  as  the  different 
seasons  require  more  or  less  exposure  of  the 
eggs.  At  this  season  I  often  leave  them  out 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  minutes,  with  good 
results. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  say  for  me 
here  in  my  conditions  I  am  sure  that  moisture 
is  absolutely  unnecessary,  and  have  not  used 
a  drop  this  year,  with  good  results. 

Many  chickens  are  killed  annually  in  incu- 
bators by  too  much  moisture  and  too  poor 
ventilation. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
moisture  question  will  be  ignored  altogether. 

D.  Lincoln  Orr. 

Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  '9S. 


SILVER  FINISH  NETTING 


Advises  a  False  Roof. 

Mr.  Editor:— On  page  211,  of  your  June  1st 
issue,  I  notice  that  F.  W.,  of  Williniantic,  Ct., 
has  quite  a  job  to  keep  his  small  incubator 
room  at  any  reasonable  temperature  on  warm 
days.  If  he  will  go  to  the  small  expense  of 
putting  on  an  extra  roof  with  six  inch  air 
space  between,  he  will  find  that  it  will  have 
the  desired  effect.  This  false  roof  should  be 
so  arranged  that  a  good  circulation  of  air 
would  be  had.  I  think  then  he  may  dispense 
with  his  wet  carpet.  A.  T.  G. 

Elmvale  Ont. 


il  l  I  iljil, 


1 
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The  above  illustration  shows  an  exact 
reproduction  of  the  large  factory  now  being 
built  by  the  Reliable  Incubator  and  Brooder 
Co.,  Quincy,  111.,  which  will  consist  of  three 
floors  and  basement,  making  four  floors  75  by 
100  feet,  the  largest  incubator  factory  in  the 
world. 

This  Company  started  out  on  a  small  scale, 
using  a  room  10  x  12  for  making  their  incu- 
bators, some  years  ago,  but  the  good  qualities 
of  their  machines  and  the  extensive  advertis- 
ing the  Company  has  done,  has  made  them 
seek  new  quarters  from  lime  to  time,  until 
now  they  are  erecting  this  extensive  factory. 
They  have  sold  in  the  neighborhood  of  25,000 
machines.  They  never  lose  an  opportunity 
to  exhibit  their  goods.  They  have  one  of  the 
best  and  most  unique  exhibits  at  Omaha,  Neb., 
in  the  Liberal  Arts  Building.  They  are 
hatching  chickens  continually  through  the 
entire  show.  On  June  1st  the  show  opened 
up  with  the  Reliable  hatching,  and  hatched 
during  the  first  day  V2  chickens.  "We  invite 
one  and  all  who  visit  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Exposition  to  call  at  our  exhibit,  and  also 
invite  all  to  visit  us  at  our  extensive  factory 
while  in  Quincy.  We  will  treat  you  courte- 
ously, and  take  you  to  our  large  poultry  farm. 
We  have  conveyances  at  all  times  for  visitors. 
We  refer  you  to  the  large  ad.  in  this 
issue  as  to  the  special  prices  the  Reliable 
Incubator  Company  is  offering  on  account  of 
moving  into  their  new  factory. 


PRICES  ROLLS  150  FT.  LONG. 

13            18           24           30          36          42  48  GO 

$  ..10          $  .75          $1.00      '"  $1.25        $1.50        SI  .75  $2.00  $2.50 

.05           1.00            1.25           1.65          1.90          2.80  2.50  3.15 

mcu  metui,          1.50           2.25           3.00           3.75          4.50          5.25  G.OO  7.50 
10  per  cent  discount  on  5  or  more  rolls,  and  freight  rates  allowed  not  to  exceed  40c.  per  100  lbs.  Staples,  Sc.  lb. 

RICHARD  H.  YOUNG,  Westboro,  Mass. 


:!  inch  mesh, 
2  Inch  mesh, 
l  incii  mesh, 


Peep-o'-Day  Incubators  and  Brooders. 

3Pom.Xtx*y-  Specialties. 


There  is  no  brooder  <>n  the  market  that  is  so  extensively  used 
as  the  Pecp-O'-Day.  Twenty  used  by  the  editor  of  this  paper. 
Used  in  large  numbers  by  the  stale  Experiment  Stations. 

Brooder  parts,  stoves,  castings,  thermometers,  etc,  Fountains 
tor  chickens,  ducks,  or  fowl.  Portable  Coops.  Our  goods  are  the 
most  practicable,  and  have  stood  the  lest  for  several  years.  Illus- 
traleil  catalogue  free. 


FRED  G.  ORR  &  CO. 


E.  F.  HODGSON,  Dover,  Mass. 

5  Commercial  Wharf,  Boston,  Mass.,  carry  a  full  line  of 


THE  CYPHERS 

Is  Making  New  Friends  Daily. 

NO   MOISTURE   TO   HE  SUPPLIED. 
NO  GUESSWORK  AS  TO  TEMPERATURE. 

Orders    Filled  Promptly. 

Send  for  catalogue,  and  look  into  its  merits. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO., 

Wayland,  1ST.  "XT- 


WHY  WAIT   FOR  PROSPERITY? 

Why  Not  Get  It  At  Once, 

BY  BUYING 


HOMER  CITY  INCUBATORS 

AND  BROODERS? 

New  improvements  for  1898.  The  neatest  built,  finest  finish,  anil 
best  Hatcher  in  the  world,  (guaranteed  Self  Regulating.  IF  YOU 
GET  OURS  YOU  GET  THE  BEST.  Write  us  for  Cata- 
logue and  prices. 

BLAIRSVIIXE  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

Blairgville,  Penn. 
Poultry  &  Farm  Supply  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Sole  New  England  Agts. 


A  Presbyterian  minister  at  Marinette, 
Wis.,  gives  his  unqualified  indorsement  to 
Ripans  Tabules,  saying  in  part :  "It  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  I  say  they  are  by  far 
the  best  thing  I  ever  used  for  two  things — 
constipation  and  indigestion.  These  have 
been  my  greatest  troubles." 
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Farm-  Poultry 


July  i 


Fowl  Hits. 

Mun  at  the  tal.lc :  "  Waiter,  thcte  eggs  are  as 
hard  a»  a  brick.  You  mu-t  Lave-  Iwiletl  them 
mure  than  three  minute*." 

Waller:  "  Ye»,  *ir;  the  muster  ha»  told  u> 
alvvayo  to  do  more  than  ll  asked  of  US,  and  in 
that  way  the  trade  will  ho  built  up.  You  ouly 
lUked  to  have  your  eggs  hoiled  three  minutes ; 
hut  to  tbow  our  willinguenit  to  incouimtxlate, 
and  to  make  thin-.'-  agreeable,  we  boiled  them 
»ix  minute-."—  Ttd  Bit*. 


hirst  broker'*  son:  "What  jer  have  for 
dinner  yeMerdav  ?  " 

Second  broker'"  -on:  '•  Duck." 

Kirst  It.  *.:  "  Why,  pa  wa*  at  your  house, 
ami  In:  -aid  you  had  chicken." 

Second  h.  "Well,  anyhow,  just  after 
your  father  came  my  father  whispered  to 
mother:  'Sorry,  Maria,  but  I  really  had  to 
bring  that  lame  duek  for  dinner.'  Come, 
now ! "—  Exchange- 


Klch  host  (to  poor  relation):  "The  duek 
teemi  to  !"•  pretty  much  all  gone  .lames. 
How  would  you  like  louie  of  the  theselng?" 

Poor  relation:  ••  'That  will  <h>  nicely,  sir; 
and  if  there  i»  any  left  you  might  give  me  a 
small  piece  of  the  .|iiaek."—  Ti  xus  Siftimjs. 


Counting  1 1  ••  r  Chickens. 

Father:  "Now,  see  here!  If  you  marry 
thai  young  pauper  how  on  earth  are  you  going 

to  Jive?" 

Sweet  girl :  "Oh!  we  have  tigured  that  all 
out.  Vou  remember  that  old  hen  my  aunt 
gave  me?" 

'■  Yea." 

••  Well,  l  have  been  reading  a  poultry  cir- 
cular, and  1  And  that  a  good  hen  will  raise 
twenty  chickens  in  a  season.  Well,  the  next 
Benson  that  will  be  twenty-one  hens;  and  as 
each  will  raise  twenty  more  chicks,  that  will 
be  four  hundred  ami  twenty.  The  next  year 
the  number  will  be  eight  thousand  four  hun- 
dred, the  following  year  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  thousand,  and  the  next  three  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand.  Just 
think  I  At  only  two  shillings  apiece  we  will 
then  have  £240,000.  Then,  y  ou  dear  old  papa, 
we'll  lend  you  some  money  to  pay  oil'  the 
mortgage  on  thi»  house." — 'J'itl  Hits. 


W  aiting  for  the  Egg. 

The  following  not  very  probable  story  of  a 
slow  train  and  an  accommodating  conductor 
comes  from  Hie  Louisville  Post,  which  pro- 
fenses  l.i  have  it  from  a  ••  local  character"  by 

tic  name  of "  Jim  Dillon :  " 

I  boarded  a  train  on  a  little  jerkwater  rail- 
road that  run-  through  a  nearby  territory,  to 
go  over  to  a  neighboring  town.  You  know 
this  line  doesn't  claim  a  speed  equal  to  the 
Empire  State  express,  and  the  friends  of  the 
officers  Say  they  are  salislied  if  the  road  can 
clear  two  dollars  a  day.  On  the  occasion  I 
refer  to  I  In- t  rain  was  Hearing  my  destination 
when  it  came  to  a  standstill.  I  stuck  my 
head  out  of  the  window  lo  learn  Ihe  cause  of 
the  Stop,  and  saw  Ihe  conductor  talking  to  all 

old  woman  with  bonnet  uud  shaw  l  ami  Sun- 
day logger)  on  ami  a  small  basket  in  her 
hand. 

Being  curious  to  know  the'  import  of  the 
dialogue  between  the  two,  I  went  forward 
and  learned  thai  the  woman  had  flogged  the 
train  for  the  purpose  of  getting  mi  board  and 
going  lo  "town"  to  sell  a  do/en  eggs.  She 
told  Ihe  conductor  that  she  had  only  eleven  in 
the  bosket  at  that  moment,  but  that  an  old 
blue  hen,  then  on  the  nest,  was  momentarily 

expected  to  lay  the  egg  nccessurj  to  complete 
the  dofcen;  that  it  would  be  a  great  accommo- 
dation if  he  would  hold  his  traiii  until  this 
should  occur,  a-  it  would  be  a  pity  to  proceed 
lo  market   with   fewer  than  a  dozen  egg-. 

The  conductor  consented,  ami  then  our  wait 

began. 

Finally  after  the  lapse  of  about  twenty 
minutes,  a  loud  cackling  was  heard  near  the 
woman's  shanty.  A  moment  later  a  blue  hen 
fluttered  into  view  followed  by  the  old  lady 
who  came  running  toward  Ihe  cars,  smiling 
and  holding  aloft  in  triumph  the  coveted  egg. 
She  placed  it,  while  it  was  yet  warm,  in  the 
basket  with  the  others,  thanked  the  conductor, 
and  clambered  aboard.  Then  the  train  again 
got  under  way. 
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NOTWITHSTANDING  the  extrava- 
gant assertions  of  the  manufacturers 
making  White  Lead  by  quick  pro- 
cess, comparative  painting-  tests,  carefully 
and  honestly  made,  show  that  Pure  White 
Lead  made  by  the  "  old  Dutch  process " 
will  cover  more  surface  and  cover  it  better 
than  White  Lead  made  by  the  quick  or  so- 
called  "  up-to-date  "  process. 

«  »-v  |-s  r-\  By  using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Pure  Whice  Lead  Tinting  Colors, 
1<I\L^C  any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.    Pamphlet  giving  valu- 
able information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free  ;  also 
(older  showing  picture  of  house  painted  in  different  designs  or  various  styles  or 
combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those  intending  to  paint. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING. 

The  Blverview  Poultry  Yards.  X.  11.  Campbell, 
Prop..  Ellsworth,  Maiue^will  sell  eggs  lronj  the  fol- 
lowing prize  winning  fowl:    Barred,  While  and  bull 
Plymouth  Hocks;  Golden,  A\  bile  and  Silver  V  \an- 
dottes:  W  hite,  Brown  ami  Hull  Leghorns;  Light  Kiah- 
nias;  White  Wonders;  White  buerwoode;       tr  S. 
Hamburg-,  and  Black  Minorca*.    '1  be  above  low  I  have 
taken  many  prixes,  and  purchased  from  sonic  of  the 
best  poultry  yards  in  the  couuirv.  F.ach  pen  is  headed 
h\  cocks  atid'cockerels  scoring  from  '.'J  inWl  points,  bv 
some  of  the  best  judges.    Also  pallets,  and  scoring! 
high  as      points.  Eggs  $1  per  sittiug'13  eggs)  excep" 
While  Wonders. $1.50  per  sitting.     All  nay  fo»l  «. 
fine  lavers as  well  as  prize  w-inners.    Brown  l.cgho 
cockerels  for  sale.   Address  T.H.CAMPBELL. 

Bus  "1.  Ellsworlh,  Maine. 


KENTUCKY  Loui.vnie. 

National  Lead  Co.,  100  William  St.,  New  York 


For  more  advanced  students  of  Poultry  Culture  for  prolit,  and  worth  many  times 
the  cost  to  any  one. 

Each  lot  sent  alone.  As  Vol.  L  '-'  and  3  for  S1.75;  Vol.  4  and  5  for  &L25';  Vol.  C.  and  7  for  S2.— Ex- 
press prepaid  by  us;  or  you  paying  express,  sent  for  S1..<0,  S1.00,  S1.7">  respectively. 

to  one  address  it  ordered  a!  -■  w;    4    t \t  \ 

one  time,  we  pay  expres-.   *     ^...FJCm..-  w\ 


ISElCJhAL  VAyiE 

1    Complete  Volumes  of  Farm-Poultry,  Graded  Series. 

Sent  Kxpress  pr?naM  by  us;  or  25c.  loss  may  he  sent  in  each  ease,  if  you  pay  tlie  express  when 
you  receive  the  package.   Iu  either  case  yon  get  great  value. 

Volumes  1,  2  and  3.   Bound,  One  Book,  $1.75 

For  beginner^  and  those  wishing  information  for  startling  in  Poultry  Raising. 

Volumes  4  and  5.  Unbound,  One  Package,  $1.25 

A  step  in  advance  after  Volumes  1,  2  and  3  have  been  read  and  digested. 

Volumes  <>  and  7.   Unbound,  One  Package,  $2.00 


OR     VI.  I 

Address,  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Street,  E 

A  Poultry  Library  Free 

We  take  pleasure  In  announcing  that  we  have  made  arrangements  whereby  we  can  give  free  to  any  one  who 
subscribes  to  Kaum-Poi  ltuy,  anil  sends  us  at  nin  e  SI. 25,  the  following: 

POULTRY  K."F]"F!FEH 

One  year.  We.;  the  fmtr  Poultry  Keeper  Illustrators. S1.00,  (price  of  each  2.r>c):  The  Inter-State  Poultrvman 
■  me  year.flOc.:  K  Ccw  Hens,  on«  year,  2.V.;  total  S.Vi'i.  and  a  wonderful  big  nionev's  worth  at  that  price":  but 
we  glw  ibi-  S2.25  worth  <>f  poultry  literature  free  In  order  to  gel  new  subscribers  to  PAilM-POULTltY.  When 
one  has.  FA  km-  I'm  1. Tit y  and  this  library  they  need  nothing  more  except  "  grit  '*  to  make  a  successful  poultry 
raiser.  The  Poultry  Keeper  publications  are  without  a  peer,  being  all  edited  bv  P.  II.  Jacobs,  whose  name  is 
known  Ihe  world  over  as  a  walking  dictionary  on  poultry  subjects. 

.A.   JT'IETW"  HENS 

I  bv  Mr.  M.  K.  Hover,  than  whom  there  is  no  better  author  on  market  poultry  raisin"  The  Poultry 
i«  printed  monthly,  20  page-  ami  In  colors.    Illustrator  No.  l  lias  over  100  Illustrations  of  Poultry 

Incubators.  Br  lers.  Coons,  Nest-,  etc.   Vou  cannot  get  such  another  book  for  $30.  It  does  not 

Illustrator  No.  2  has  over  7u  Illustrations  pertaining  tn  Artiticial  Incubation,  liaising  of  Chicks  Broil- 
irs,  etc..  and  like  No,  1.  Its  equal  cannot  be  had  for  SS0.  Illustrator  No.  :>ls  a  regular  dictionary  of 
-ami  Peculiarities  or  Poultry  and  Itciiiedlcs.  No  other  like  It  or  equal  to  It.  Illustrator  No  4  contains 
I  Ions  of  Breeds.  How  to. lodge  for  Points,  Mating,  etc.  Think  of  It.  this  library  free  to  any  one  sending 


Poultry 
Supplies; 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Incubators. 
Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 
Grouml  Meat  Meals.  Beef  Scraps.  Hone, 
Drinking:  Fountains.  Feeilins;  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder, etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Ready  for  nsc. 
At  $1.75  per  100  pound  Sack. 

Large  illustrated  Catalogue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO.. 

'17&19  EllicottSt.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


Is  edit) 

Keeper 
Houses 
exist, 
era.  Kg 
I  tlseas, 
1  ieserb 
>i 


MIIMORCAS 

Black  and  White. 

I  can  furnish  eggs  or  stock  of  both  the  above  vari- 
eties from  mv  prize  winning  pens. 

J.  AV.  I>OUD,  Turin,  N.Y. 

CLEANED  AND  FILLED 


25  for  FAHM-Por  LTUY.  Send  all  orders  for  the  above  lo  us 


[.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
LEGIIORKTS  JF»-A.DFL  EXCEXjIjEKTCE 

Si  <  '•  Brown  and  White.  Matetl  to  prortnec  winners  In  any  company. 

FGGS  SI  PFR  13         ,B2?'(,r  V1!!''1"1:  l»Sje"  extra  Luce,  they  have  that  snow  white 

LUUO  01   I  t-tl  10.      plutnagl  and  ineLillie  liLieL  slr.pe      much   ght  after  but  sel  lif.  und 

 PM'HKKS  A  1  I  >  II I  K.  AViishingtwii.  (  Wan  en  Co.).  N.J. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 


Titc 
Saniiary 
PouHry 
drinking  • 
F\>uniaiit 


in  a  Minute. 

The  latest,  cheapest  and  best. 
See  the  name,  .lust  w  hat  yoji 
want.  Any  poultry  supply 
dealer  —  or'd  I  reel  from 

ATSATT  BROS., 
Mat tapoi  sett,  Mass, 
^  Send  for  Circulars. 


Mr.  GEO.  H.  NORTHUP, 

The  well  known  Minorca  breeder, 
ground  meat  is  very  best  I  have 


WRITK  TO 


Jos.  Breck  &  Sons, 


I  In  y  are  New  England  selling  agents,  show  a  full  line 
of  the  I  rairJe  htate  I  NCH  KATOKS  and  BKOOD- 
K1JS.  and   will   mail  catalogue   FREE  and  quote 

factory  prices. 


—  '  J  AT  SOME  FUTURE  TIME  I 


3 

,     C^-*   KPY      there  may  be  discovered  b  iter  means 
°'  batching  and  brooding  chickens.  For 
?L/'5>  ,lle  present  however  there  is  nothing- 
i|iute  c4u.1l  to  the 
Every  condition  necessary  to  com- 
plete and  entire   success  has  been  ,,W"V    1  • 
observed  and  the  result  Is  known  t.>  poultry"  ' 
"2  men  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD. 
2",lr'1  t* '1*1  ntiiiut  them,  and  our  mammoth 
5  Poultry  farms  in  our  2^4  pare  catalogue, 
^s.  ni  by  mail  on  receipt  of  10  cents,  m 

^RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  Quincy.lll. ' 

^MlHITHMinl?TTTr?Tl?lTnMtTttMMIHIIflllMfnMIH)ltlMM>!tl>HTTi;TrHMTTTMMHTHUnT.n 


Old. 

"Reliable' 

Machines 


50  UM  SIZE  BANTLING 


writes:  "Vouf 
ever  received." 

Others  sav  t he  same."  Price.  4n  lbs.  SI :  or  $'.'  |ht  100 
lbs.  A  few  hundred  choice  Pekiu  breeders  at  very 
low  prices  now.  Circular  free. 

J.  K.  STEVENSON, 
 Columbus.  N.  J. 

ANOTHER 

Fruit  and  Poultry  Bargain. 

22  acres  land  with  poultry  house  17  x  30.  L  H0x  IS, 
nearly  new.  painted  and  clapboarded.  No  hoiite  or 
barn. "but  same  can  heeasily  rented  near  by.as  Ihisls 
situated  in  small  village:;  minutes  to  store.  P.O., 
school  and  church.  8  miles  to  8  stations.  Laud  all  set 
out  to  fruit  and  nut  trees-  SOU  Apple  trees.  — 15* 
Baldwins.  ISO  King.  KO  Greening  let-'  Uravenstelns, 
100  Ben  Davis  loo  N.  Spv*  SO  Pussets.  60  of  oilier 
varieties;  250  Pears.  LiO  Peach,  240  Plum.  20  CheWj 
20 Grape,  Quince.  Gooseberries.  1000  Paragon  t'"'f{j 
nut.  100  of  other  varieties:  12  Ttu  --ian  Mulberry.  * 
•luneberry.  12  Bllffaloberrv.  Blk.  Raspberries.  Phick- 
berries.  nnantities  of  Blueberries.  Manv  of  tl',,<;c 
trees  will  begin  to  hear  this  vear.  °.r.  lonsof  bore  fer-. 
tilizer  used  in  setting.  Owner  w  i"  include  8  new 
incubators:  brooders  to  match,  all  warranted:  all  for 
$1600-$lom  cash. 

J.  A.  WIL,T,EY,  Exclusive  Agent. 

178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston. 


